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January 1950. 


EVERYMAN’S LIBRARY 


This article is contributed by Mr. A. J. Hopp#, a director of 
J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd. 

Among last year’s centenaries of interest to the book-world was that of 
J. M. Dent, the publisher, who was born on 30 August 1849, and founded 
Everyman's Library in 1906. He published other important series of books 
before and after Everyman’s Library, but it is by that popular collection of 
classics that he is best remembered. For all the changes and chances during 
its long life, the series stands strong today, and by and large it is still what its 
founder intended it to be. He conceived it as a Library arranged to cover the 
whole field of English literature, including translations of the ancient classics 
and outstanding foreign works—a series to make widely available those 
great books which appeal, as he says in his Memoirs, ‘to every kind of reader: 
the worker, the student, the cultured man, the child, the man, and the 
woman.’ The aim and scope of the series needed to be crystallized in its title; 
this was a protracted puzzle, and plans for publication were well advanced 
before Ernest Rhys, the editor, came in one day and, saying to J. M. Dent 
‘Eureka! I have it!’, quoted the lines from the old morality play: “Everyman, 
I will go with thee and be thy guide, In thy most need to go by thy side.’ 
From that moment the series was to be Everyman's Library. 

There were, of course, already in existence other popular series of reprints 
but none on the scale that Dent proposed, and as an earnest of his intentions he 
published 155 volumes in three batches in the first year—at the democratic 
price of 1s. each, though many of the volumes ran to between 500 and 
1,000 pages. In that first year’s volumes there were among many other 
authors, Boswell, Pepys, Bacon, Lamb, Burns, Keats, Hazlitt, Macaulay, Swift, 
Sheridan, Defoe, Virgil, Plato, Aeschylus, Euripides, the Brothers Grimm, 
Hans Andersen, Thackeray, Dickens with several novels, Jane Austen 
practically complete, Scott with a long run—and, Nos. 153 to 155, 
Shakespeare’s Plays complete in three volumes. This balanced selection 
from many branches of literature set the standard on which the Library 
was to be built up. 

The goal was a 1,000 volumes in the shortest time. By early 1915 the 
733rd volume had been issued, but World War I arrested progress and only 
seven volumes were added between 1915 and 1920. From 1921 to the out- 
break of World War II 214 new volumes were published, and during and 
since that war another thirty-four have been added, so that the latest volume 
in the Library is No. 988 (Turgenev’s novel Smoke). As a rough and 
ready pointer to the representative character of the Library, here are the 
numbers of volumesin the thirteen broad classifications into which the Library 
is divided: Biography, 78; Greek and Latin Classics, 36; Essays and Belles 
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Lettres, 105; Fiction, 312 (‘the tyrannous demands of fiction!’ said Rhys); 
History, 81; Oratory, 8; Poetry and Drama, 96; Reference, 12; Romance, 30; 
Science 24; Theology: ol Philosophy, 61; Travel and Topogr: phy, 44; For the 
Young People, 67. (These numbers add up to 954 volumes, which means that 
only thirty-four volumes have been discontinued, and that number includes 
the twelve volumes of Everyman's Encyclopaedia, now published in larger 
format.) 

In these classified sections will be found most of the best-known works of 
their kind, several less-known works, and some for which no really popular 
demand can be expected but which are important in achieving comprehen- 
siveness. In ‘Biography’, to name one or two, we have the Diaries of Pepys 
and Evelyn, the Autobiographies of Benvenuto Cellini and Richard Baxter, the 
Confessions of Jean Jacques Rousseau, famous lives and letters of famous 
people in modern times, writers, painters, musicians, soldiers, statesmen, 
and Plutarch’s Lives in three volumes, and Vasari’s Lives in four. The 
*Classical’ section has its proper representation of the ancient Greek and 
Roman poets, dramatists, philosophers and historians, the latest in this 
section, No. 955, being the Selected Works of Ovid. ‘Ess: rys and Belles Lettres’ 
produces a list of popul: wr or great names which def y brief selection; here is 
the courtesy-book known to Shakespeare, Cc sideliene! s The Courtier, there 
Hazlitt’s The Plain S 


literally none of the novels of all schools and periods which the reader expects 
; I | 


Speaker. The crowded ‘Fiction’ shelves seem to lack 


to find there, and the eye turns to the somewhat less obvious such as Disraeli’s 
Coningsby or Goncharov’s Oblomov or Surtees’s Jorrocks Jaunts and Jollities or 
Zola’s Germinal or the Brothers Grossmith’s Diary of a Nobody 
Under ‘History’ the names of such historians as The Venerable Bede, 
Froude, Gibbon, Hallam, Macaulay, Mommsen, Tacitus, are there with 
their greatest works; but perhaps the boldest venture for an inexpensive 
series was the inclusion in this section as far back as 1907 of Grote’s History of 
Greece in twelve volumes, which may be contrasted with Cecil Chesterton’s 
brief History of the U.S.A. edited and supplemented by Professor D. W. 
Brogan in 1940. “Poetry and Drama’ again is rich ia the traditional and 
familiar names; one of the most recent volumes was J. M. Synge’s Plays and 
Poems (the last volume to be edited personally by Ernest Rhys s, a few years 
before his death in 1946), and among the many ant hologies i in the section 
the latest is Poems of Our Times, 1900-1942, edited by Richard Church and 
Mildred Bozman. 

After glancing at ‘Romance’, noting only Boccaccio, Bunyan, Malory, 
Rabelais, and ‘Science’, with Darwin, Eddington, Marx, Hu xley, Mill, Adam 
Smith and many others, let us look momentarily at the ‘Philosophy and 
Theology’ section. This is a perhaps unexpectedly strong section, with works 
by both lay writers and ecclesiastics: Hobbes’s Leviathan and St. Francis’s 
Little Flowers, Renan’s Life of Jesus and Newman’s Apologia Pro Vita Sua, 
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St. Augustine's Confessions, Pascal’s Pensées (introduction by T. S. Eliot), and 
Nietzsche’s Thus Spake Zarathustra; among the philosophers Berkeley, 
Descartes, Hume, William James, Kant, Locke, Leibniz and Spinoza; the 
Bible, in four volumes for the Old Testament and Apocrypha, entitled 
Ancient Hebrew Literature with the books arranged according to subjects, and 
the New Testament in one volume; the 1st and 2nd Prayer Books of King 
Edward VI, those historic texts of which the fourth centenary has recently 
been celebrated; and The Koran is here, on the suggestion of Bernard Shaw 
forty years ago, who reminded the publishers of this when recently 
declining an invitation to grant a licence for a book of his own to be 
included in the series. In the ‘Travel’ section, passing Anson, Borrow, 
Cook, Speke, etc., mention must suffice of Waterton’s Wanderings in 


South America in one volume and the monumental Hakluyt’s Voyages in 
| 


eight volumes; and from the many children’s classics in the section ‘For 
Young People’ Richard Jefferies’s Bevis, the Story of a Boy. 

Constant editorial care is given to every volume old or new, but the 
editorial plan as a whole has undergone little change in the course of the 
Library’s development. Complete texts are always used, with a few excep- 
tions for stated reasons; an authoritative introduction is included in every 
work calling for one, with an index and notes where wanted, and every 
volume gives a bibliography of the writings of the author and more often 
than not a list of writings about him. When each book is about to be re- 
printed it is examined and brought up to date in whatever features may call 
for revision. Often revision is on a considerable scale and a text may be 
changed completely: a few examples in recent years are—Tolstoy’s War and 
Peace, translation revised after re-collation with the original Russian, and the 
three volumes re-set; Plato’s Republic, Dr. A. D. (now Lord) Lindsay’s 
translation substituted for the former version; Gulliver's Travels, originally 
in the “Young People’s’ section with an abridged text, transferred to ‘Fiction’ 
with the full text; Robinson Crusoe, reset to include the full text of Parts I and 
II; Keats’s Poems, newly edited by Gerald Bullett; Walt Whitman’s Leaves of 
Grass, a comprehensive edition of his poems superseding the incomplete 
non-copyright edition; Matthew Arnold’s Poems, including poems omitted 
from the earlier edition owing to copyright; Lamb’s Letters, 
new selection from the definitive E. V. Lucas edition; The Spectator essays 
of Steele and Addison, the four volumes re-edited and re-set; Thucydides’ 
Peloponnesian War, re-set, with a new index; Franklin’s Autobiography, also 
with a new index; and Byron’s Poems, 3 volumes, re-edited and re-set in 
single-column Garamond type in place of the double-column page, Don 
Juan occupying alone the third volume, which like all the other volumes in 
the series can be bought separately. Further, the following newly revised 
volumes have just been issued—The Mabinogion, a new translation by 
Gwyn Jones and Thomas Jones, unexpurgated, replacing Lady Guest's 
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two volumes, a 














translation; and a new edition of Nos. 1 and 2 in the Library, Boswell’s Life 
of Dr. Johnson, using the same text (Malone’s sixth edition) but with a new 
Introduction by S. C. Roberts, Master of Pembroke College, Cambridge, 
and a new Index compiled by Alan Dent on a scale unprecedented in 
cheap editions and running to thirty closely set pages. And to be published 
very shortly is Tennyson's Poems, two volumes, re-edited with a 10,000- 
word Introduction by Mildred Bozman, a comprehensive edition including 
copyright poems necessarily omitted from the old edition. 

The style of production, like the editorial plan, has been changed in several 
details in the course of the Library’s growth, but in shape, size and general 
make-up the books are as they always were. Measuring 6} by 4} inches, they 
are pocketable, yet large enough for the bookshelf; varying weights of paper 
are used to give the volumes approximately uniform thickness despite the 
variation in the number of pages. There is only one kind of binding, cloth 
boards, blocked in gold, different coloured cloths being used for the sections. 
When the Library was started the books had flat backs, and ornamental title- 
pages, frontispieces, endpapers, and binding letterings; in 1927 the change was 
made to round backs, and in 1935, to accord with modern taste, typo- 
graphical settings were substituted in the preliminary pages and on the 
binding. In order to get as many words as possible into a page, J. M. Dent 
gave as large a type area as possible to the page and Monotype provided a 
special type, a large-face 10 point ‘old style’; most of the volumes are set in 
this style, but of recent years many volumes have been set in other and later 
Monotype faces, and wherever possible the white margins have been 
increased. 

At the same time as the design of the books was modernized, the pub- 
lishers set out to include in the Library a proportion of books by twentieth- 
century authors, that is to say books wholly copyright. Hitherto the 
series had been confined to non-copyright works, with a few exceptions, 
particularly in translations such as the Ibsen plays and the Russian novels, and 
many of the volumes of older works contain editorial and textual features 
(modernization of spelling and punctuation, introductions, annotations, etc.) 
done especially for the Library and therefore copyright. Among modern 
authors represented by one or more separate works since 1935 are Samuel 
Butler, Joseph Conrad, Havelock Ellis, Bishop Gore, John Galsworthy, 
W. H. Hudson, Henry James, J. B. Priestley, D. H. Lawrence, H. G. Wells, 
Somerset Maugham, E. M. Forster, and Virginia Woolf. A few modern 
authors are represented by composite volumes; thus there is a volume each 
for the Stories, Essays and Poems of Hilaire Belloc, G. K. Chesterton, Aldous 
Huxley, and Walter de la Mare. 

To turn again to production, almost all the printing and binding of 
Everyman's Library is done at the publishers’ works at Letchworth, Hertford- 
shire. This factory was in fact built and equipped by J. M. Dent mainly for 
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the production of Everyman’s Library, first for the binding which com- 
menced there in 1906, and two years later for the printing. In the first years 
several printing firms helped generously in getting out the large batches of 
volumes, and some of the reprints are still handled outside, but most of forty 
million Everyman books so far produced have been made at Dent’s ‘Temple 
Press’, Letchworth. 

When J. M. Dent died in 1926, the sales of the series approached 20 
millions; the 1914-18 war had interfered with production, and doubled (for 
a time more than doubled) the price to the public. The total sales have 
now advanced to over 37 millions; output has again been impaired by war 
and the consequent shortages and restrictions, and costs have risen to a 
point where a published price of 4s.6d. a volume is now necessary. But all the 
books are 4s.6d. each, regardless of the number of pages, even though it is not 
an economic price on the longer volumes. The sales figures which have been 
quoted cover the world, including the United States of America where 
Everyman’s Library has been published since its beginning by the firm of 
E. P. Dutton & Co., to whom Dents export the British books complete. 

During the war, when the demand for books was great and their rate of 
production lowered through lack of paper and labour, supplies of Everyman’ s 
Library had to be rationed to the booksellers and through them to the public, 
the libraries, schools and institutions; even so stocks became depleted and 
more than half the Library went out of print. (Prior to 1939 all the volumes, 
slow and fast sellers, popular novels and scholars’ books alike, were always in 
stock.) Today, rigid rationing has been given up; production has been 
much increased, and sales are reaching higher levels than ever. Every effort is 
being made to have available for all comers nearly two-thirds of the Library, 
and to get the rest back into print as soon as possible, taking care that the 
order in which the reprints come through maintains the catholicity of the 
Library. In the present position, the addition of entirely new volumes is 
slow, because the restoration of the best of the old must come first; but 
the thousandth volume, the goal of the founder, cannot be far off since 
only another dozen are required to reach it. 











LEARNED SOCIETIES: Their aims, library facilities and publications. 
J. R. RUCK KEENE 
THE CHEMICAL SOCIETY 


Tue Chemical Society traces its origin to a meeting held on 23 February 
1841 in the rooms of the Society of Arts at John Adam Strect, Adelphi, 
London. On this date, twenty-five of the leading chemists of the day met to 
consider the expediency of forming a Chemical Society. As a result of their 
meeting, the Society was formed and Thomas Graham, the pioneer of 
colloid chemistry an id one of the most distinguished scientists of his day, wa 

elected the first President. Before 1841, small chemical societies had existed, 
but none had more than a local importance, and none survived for very 
many years. These carly beginnings were recognized in 1848 by the grant of 
a Royal Charter establishing the Society as a body devoted to the ‘general 
advancement of Chemical Science, as intimately connected with the pros- 
perity of the manufacturers of the United Kingdom, many of which mainly 
depend on the application of chemical principles and discoveries for their 
beneficial development’. The main purpose of the Society is, thus, to en- 
courage original research in chemistry and to facilitate by every means the 
discussion and dissemination of new knowledge in all branches of the science. 

The Society has grown steadily since its early days and now numbers 
more than seven thousand Fellows. Fellowship is open to men and women 
of any nationality who are interested in chemistry and wish to keep in touch 
with its advances. Fellows are elected by Council and cach candidate for 
election must be proposed by no fewer than three Fellows of the Society to 
whom he is personally known. In the case of a candidate resident abroad, 
however, the Council is empowered to accept a form of recommendation 
signed from personal knowledge by one Fellow of the Society. 

The extensive reference and lending library of The Chemical Society is of 
the greatest value to British chemists and, indirectly, to British industry, in 
which chemistry plays such a prominent part. It is regarded as one of the 
great chemical libraries of the world. Its fifty thousand volumes deal fully 
with every aspect of chemistry and many branches of related sciences. About 
one thousand volumes are added every year. Fellows may consult any book 
at Burlington House, and most of the periodicals, text- books and mono- 
graphs may be borrowed for periods up to one month. Information can also 
be supplied by the Librarian when the inquiry does not involve considerable 
bibliographical research. The Society has made its library freely available to 
the members of certain kindred societies that contribute towards its upkeep. 
In addition, chemists from overseas who are in London on short visits are 
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welcome to consult books by arrangement with the Librarian. Photostat 
copies of any document in the collection can be provided at short notice for 
those entitled to use the library. 

The publications of the Society have, from the first, been the principal 
method by which the objects defined in the Charter have been carried out. 
The original quarterly Journal was succeeded in 1862 by a monthly periodical 
which has been published regularly ever since (10s. per part; 100s. per 
annum). The Journal covers the whole field of pure chemistry, extending to 
its common boundaries with physics, geology and the biological sciences. 
The results of investigations recorded in its pages form a remarkable record of 
the progress of the science, and its increasing size, which now reaches about 
two hundred pages per month, reflects the growing importance of chemistry 
and of chemical research in the modern world. 

In 1904 was started the series of Annual Reports on the Progress of Chemistry 
(20s. each). These Reports written by experts summarize, from year to year, 
the advances which have occurred in pure chemistry and provide a compre- 
hensive survey of the science. To fill the need for review articles that would 
be of general interest to all chemists, and not only to workers in any specialist 
field, the Society commenced, in 1947, the publication of a new periodical 
Quarterly Reviews (8s. per part; 25s. per annum), composed of articles on 
selected topics by recognized authorities. The new publication met with 
immediate success and the first issues were soon out of print. 


In addition to the regular publications on which the reputation of the 
Society so largely rests, special volumes, of a biographical or historical 
nature, are issued from time to time, such as the Memorial Lectures, and the 
two books published in 1947 to commemorate the Centenary of the Society. 
The Memorial Lectures, of which three volumes have been published (Vol. 1, 
1893-1900, 10s.6d.; Vol. 2, 1901-13, 8s.; Vol. 3, 1914-32, 6s.), survey the 
work of some of the world’s most distinguished chemists of the past, who 
have been elected to the Honorary Fellowship of the Society. Written by 
colleagues and contemporaries, they combine the qualities of a human record 
with an authoritative review of the contributions to science made by one 
individual during his lifetime. The Centenary volumes, British Chemists, 
edited by A. Findlay and W. H. Mills (18s.) and The Chemical Society, 
1841-1941, by T. S. Moore and J. C. Philip (12s.6d.), are also historical. 
The first contains biographies of some of the more notable British chemists 
who have died since the First World War. The second is a historical review 
of the Society that tells the story of its growth and contains many short 
studies of the famous names who have guided its progress. 


The Society collaborates with the Society of Chemical Industry, the 
Physiological Society and the Biochemical Society in producing British 
Abstracts, comprising monthly abstracts of papers published throughout the 
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world in pure and applied chemistry, physiology, biochemistry and geo- 
chemistry. Such abstracts are indispensable both to the academic and the 
technical chemist if he is to remain conversant with the progress of the 
science. They are published at various prices, particulars of which may be 
obtained from the Bureau of Abstracts, 9-10 Savile Row, London, W.1. 
To match the expansion in chemical research which the post-war years 
have brought, a further increase in the size of the Society's publications is 
planned. It is a matter of national importance that the delay in the application 
of new discoveries should be reduced to a minimum, and the Society fully 
realizes that quick publication is essential if new ideas are to receive rapid 
development and application in the practical fields of industry. 





Mr. J. R. Ruck Keene is General Secretary of the Chemical Society. 





The opinions expressed throughout British Book News are the contributors’ 
and not necessarily those of the British Council. 


A NOTE ON THE SUBJECT HEADINGS 


British Book News is classified by the Dewey Decimal Library Classification, using 
mainly the following divisions: 


ooo GENERAL WORKS o10 Bibliography 020 Library economy 030 General 
encyclopaedias 040 General collected essays 050 General periodicals 060 General 
societies Museums 070 Journalism Newspapers 080 Polygraphy Special libraries 
090 Book rarities 


100 PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 110 Metaphysics 120 Other 
metaphysical topics 130 Physiologic, abnormal and differential psychology Meta- 
psychology 140 Philosophic systems and doctrines 150 Psychology 160 Logic Dialectics 
170 Ethics 180 Ancient and Oriental philosophers 190 Modern philosophers 


200 RELIGION 210 Natural theology 220 Bible 230 Doctrinal Dogmatics 
Theology 240 Devotional Practical 250 Homiletic Pastoral Parochial 260 Church: 
institutions and work 270 General history of the Church 280 Christian Churches and 
sects 290 Non-Christian religions 


300 SOCIAL SCIENCES 310 Statistics 320 Political science 330 Economics 
Political economy 340 Law 350 Administration 360 Welfare and social institutions 
370 Education 380 Commerce Communication 390 Customs Costumes Folklore 


400 PHILOLOGY 410 Comparative 420 English Anglo-Saxon 430 German and 
other Teutonic 440 French Provengal 450 Italian Rumanian 460 Spanish Portuguese 
470 Latin and other Italic 480 Greek and other Hellenic 490 Other languages 


s00 PURE SCIENCE 510 Mathematics 520 Astronomy $30 Physics $40 
Chemistry 550 Geology $60 Palaeontology 570 Biology Anthropology 580 Botany 
§90 Zoology 


600 USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 610 Medicine 620 
Engineering 630 Agriculture 640 Home economics 650 Communication Business 
660 Chemic technology 670 Manufactures 680 Mechanic trades 690 Building 


joo FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 710 Landscape and civic art 720 
Architecture 730 Sculpture 740 Drawing Decoration Design 750 Painting 760 En- 
graving 770 Photography 780 Music 790 Amusements 


800 LITERATURE (excluding fiction) 810 American 820 English Anglo-Saxon 
830 German and other Teutonic 840 French Provencal, etc. 850 Italian Rumanian, 
etc. 860 Spanish Portuguese, etc. 870 Latin and other Italic 880 Greek and other 
Hellenic 890 Other literatures 


goo HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 910 Geography Travels 920 Biography 
930 Ancient history 940 Modern history Europe 950 Asia 960 Africa 970 North 
America 980 South America 990 Oceania and polar regions 


FICTION 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS (Fiction and Non-Fiction) 


The headings are given in the above order and the Dewey number is given in 
brackets at the end of each annotation. 
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THE BOOK LISTS in this volume were compiled with the assistance of Aslib 
(incorporating the Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux 
and the British Society for International Bibliography), Bristol Public Libraries, 
British Agricultural Bulletin, the British Council Medical Library, the British 
Drama League, the British Film Institute, the British Library of Political and 
Economic Science (London School of Economics), the Commonwealth National 
Library (Canberra, Australia), the Hispanic and Luso-Brazilian Councils, the 
Library Association, the Middle Temple Library, the National Library Service 
(Wellington, New Zealand), the Public Library of Toronto (Canada), the Roya! 
Empire Society, the Royal Institute of British Architects, the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs, the Royal United Service Institution, the South African 
Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa), the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
Westminster Public Libraries and many individual specialists, and the annotations 
are in some cases based, by permission, on reviews in The Times Literary 


Supplement and The Times Educational Supplement. 


Not all the books mentioned were published in 1950. The earlier monthly issues of 


British Book News for 1950 included books published in the last months of 1949, 
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GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliography 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE LAW OF BRITISH COLONIES, PROTECTORATES 
AND MANDATED TERRITORIES. Leslie F. Maxwell. Sweet & Maxwell, 
15s. D8. 114 pages. 
This book forms Volume 7 of Sweet & Maxwell’s Legal Bibliography, the previous 
volumes having been devoted to English (3 vols.), Irish, Scottish, and Australasian 
works. It contains brief particulars of many published text-books, law reports and 
statutes relating to the various parts of the British Colonial Empire, arranged alpha- 
betically according to the name of the Colony, Protectorate, etc. Although it makes 
no claim to completeness it is the first of its kind and, until such time as a compre- 
hensive work is published, it will be a valuable reference book for all ordinary purposes. 
(016.34) 
OUR COMMON BIRDS. Viscount Grey of Fallodon. woOoD ENGRAVING. 
Joan Hassall. DETECTIVE FICTION. W. B. Stevenson. Cambridge 
University Press, 1s. each. sD8. 18 : 15 : 20 pages. Woodcuts by Robert 
Gibbings; wood-engravings by Joan Hassall. Paper bound. (The Reader's 
Guides) 
Intended for the general reader, these pamphlets issued by the National Book League 
provide a short list of books preceded by an introduction to the subject. Our Common 
Birds is intended as an introductory guide for those who wish to learn about bird life 
. . i o . . . . 
and the common British birds; W. A. Munford, Borough Librarian of Cambridge, is 
responsible for the book list, which follows passages from the essay ‘Pleasure in 
Nature’ taken from Fallodon Papers by the late Viscount Grey of Fallodon. Joan Hassall 
explains the difference between a woodcut and a wood-engraving and gives a brief 
historical outline; her book list is concerned only with British wood-engraving and 
includes a number illustrated by contemporary wood-engravers. W. B. Stevenson, 
Borough Librarian of Hornsey, London, outlines the history of the detective story, and 
his list of books includes detective novels, a selection of anthologies and books about 
detective fiction. The first of these guides is illustrated by both Robert Gibbings and 
Joan Hassall and the remaining two by Joan Hassall. (016.5982) (016.7612) (016.8083) 


a List of Books from the Sixteenth Century to the Present Time (1946) 
L. G. Lawrie. Chapman & Hall, 15s. D8. 143 pages. Index. 


A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF DYEING AND TEXTILE PRINTING. Comprising 


A most interesting reference work. It opens with a list of libraries and publications 
which may be considered as the basic sources of information. Most of them are British 
but a few are American, French, and German. This list is followed by brief notes on the 
distribution of printed books on dyeing from 1500 to 1946 and a list of their countries 
of origin. The main section consists of a bibliography of both English and foreign 
books, in alphabetical order according to authors, which is followed by a short title 
list arranged chronologically, thus enabling the researcher to find at a glance the works 
of a given period. Where possible size and number « »f pages are indicated in addition to 
author, title, place and date of publication. (016.667) 
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READERS GUIDE TO BOOKS ON COMPOSERS. The Library Association 
(County Libraries Section), 2d. C8. 31 pages. Paper bound. (Readers’ Guides: 
New Series, No. 5) 

A select list, limited to books, mostly recent and in English, about composers of music, 

excluding lives of musicians who are principally famous as virtuosi. Biographies of 

composers and critical surveys of their works are included and the arrangement is 

alphabetical by name of composer, with a short list of collective biographies. (016.78) 


LATIN AMERICA. A Selective Guide to Publications in English. R. A. 
Humphreys. Royal Institute of International Affairs, 5s. sD8. 71 pages. 


In a disarming preface to his selective guide to some 900 books and publications on 
Latin America the Professor of Latin American History in the University of London 
points to its limitations, which are that it reflects—as must all such bibliographies—the 
prejudices of its compiler; it is confined to works in English; and it does not include 
articles in periodicals. Such objections apart, and regarded purely as an introductory 
survey, the guide affords invaluable assistance to the student and general reader alike, 
and to any further necessary researches they may be led by the bibliographies and 
periodicals which it cites. In his preface the author also indicates a handful of the 
most outstanding Spanish sources likely to be of help to the inquiring reader, and pays 
tribute to the contribution of United States scholarship—especially since 1941—to 
Latin American studies. On this he has drawn considerably in widening the scope and 
increasing the detail of the present work, which is based on an earlier bibliography 
published by the Royal Institute of International Affairs in 1941. Professor Humphreys 
assembles his material under the twelve headings of General Reference Works, 
Bibliographies and Guides, Current Literature and Periodicals, General Histories and 
Comprehensive Works, The Land and The Environment, Ancient Peoples and 
Cultures, The Spanish and Portuguese Empires, The Emancipation of Latin America, 
Latin America since Emancipation, International Relations since 1830, The Latin 
American States, and Imaginative Literature. In an appendix are listed the Reports 
relating to Latin America of the Foreign Policy Association, New York. (016.98) 


Library Economy 
THE SUPPLY OF FOREIGN BOOKS AND PERIODICALS TO THE 
LIBRARIES OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. Report of a Survey made under 
the auspices of the Rockefeller Foundation. Marjorie Plant. The Library 
Association, 2s.6d. D8. 64 pages. Appendices. Paper bound. 
A feeling of uncertainty among British university librarians and others as to whether 
the learned and scientific publications of other countries are being adequately repre- 
sented on their shelves led the University and Research Section of the Library Associa- 
tion to a decision that it was desirable to make a general survey of the position. Dr. 
Plant undertook the survey during 1948 and the information she gathered is presented 
in this excellent pamphlet. The survey was carried out by questionnaires and by some 
personal visits to European countries. The general conclusions of the survey, which 
include suggestions as to methods which might be adopted to remedy the position, are 
followed by Regional Notes which, in addition to giving some account of the present 
state of the book trade in various countries, are helpful as a guide to current sources of 
bibliographical information. There are appendices on international co-operation and 
inter-library co-operation in the United Kingdom, and a ten-page list of addresses of 
foreign publishing houses. (025.2) 
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THE LIBRARY IN EDUCATION. R. G. Ralph. Turnstile Press, 7s.6d. C8. 
144 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


The author presents the library as an instrument of education, the emphasis being on 
‘leading pupils to use a library, rather than on library technique in its narrower 
sense’. A school library being an indispensable part of every secondary school, 
Dr. Ralph’s purpose is to offer a general course in school library work suitable 
for all teachers and students. One chapter is devoted to the essentials of adminis- 
tration, cataloguing and classification, but the stress is on the educational aims of 
school library work: to encourage the reading habit; to develop in pupils the ability 
to learn from books without a teacher; to break down the rigid divisions which the 
school time-table often creates between different subjects; to give social training. 
Co-operation with the public library is recommended and the link with further 
education discussed. A good classified bibliography is provided. (027.82) 


General Encyclopaedias 
EVERYMAN’S ENCYCLOPAEDIA. Vols. 1-4. 3rd edition. Dent, 12s. pet 
volume, each of about 750 pages. 1C8. Illustrations. 

The first four volumes of a new edition of Everyman’s Encyclopaedia, of which about 
one-fifth is entirely new and the whole thoroughly revised. The arrangement is 
alphabetical throughout, and articles range from small paragraphs to essays of forty 
thousand words. The encyclopaedia gives information on all branches of knowledge 
from the earliest times to the present day. The Second World War is fully treated, and 
the latest developments in science and technology have been recorded to bring infor- 
mation up to the Atomic Age. All countries, ancient and modern, are covered, with 
details of their music, art and literature, politics, geography, etc. There are also full 
biographical entries. It is hoped that volumes 5 and 6 will be published in February 
1950, and after that two further volumes at intervals of two to three months, until the 
twelve volumes of which the book is to consist have appeared. (032) 


General Learned Societies 
LEBANON: IMPRESSIONS OF A UNESCO CONFERENCE. M. H. Holcroft. 
Caxton Press (Christchurch, New Zealand), 9s.6d. D8. 88 pages. Plates. 

This book is an informal account, by a New Zealand delegate, of the third session of 
the General Conference of UNESCO held in Beirut at the end of 1948. Conference 
agenda, organization, and a typical day’s work are described, and a frank appraisal is 
made of both achievements and tensions. The work as a whole is an excellent example 
of the kind of publicity conferences of this nature should receive. The author, a leading 
New Zealand critical writer, is at present editor of the New Zealand Listener. (060.63) 


Journalism 


NEWSPAPER PRESS DIRECTORY, 1949. Edited by W. H. Ribbans. 
g9th revised edition. Benn, 30s. C4. $72 pages. Indexes. 
This reference book contains particulars of newspapers, magazines, reviews and 
periodicals published in Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland, 
the British Commonwealth, Europe, America, the Far East etc. It is published with 
the full co-operation of the proprietors, publishers and editors concerned. The 
different sections have been revised and brought up to date, and the directory is now 
published by Benn in place of C. Mitchell, who previously issued it. (070.58) 
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PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


PHASES OF THOUGHT IN ENGLAND. Meyrick H. Carré. Oxford University 
Press, 30s. D8. 412 pages. Index. 
A brief survey of philosophy in England from the first age of Christian culture to the 
close of the nineteenth century. The developments of the last three hundred years are 
brought into relation with the complex criticism and speculation of the earlier epochs. 
The perspective is widened to include the patristic scholarship of Saxon monasteries, 
the Augustinian dialectic of the eleventh and twelfth centuries, the advance of Aristo- 
telian Doctrines at Oxford and the radical criticisms of the fourteenth century. The 
origin and growth of certain recurrent intellectual themes are traced, and the main 
compromises and conflicts to which they gave rise are described. ‘Phases of thought’ 
indicate ‘modes of understanding that manifest in various provinces of inquiry common 
rational features, and these forms of intelligibility are sufficiently coherent to allow us 
to distinguish them one from another’. Some of the notable contributions made by 
thinkers in England are recorded. The author is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy in the 
University of Bristol. (109.42) 


LIFE IN THE NURSERY SCHOOL AND IN EARLY BABYHOOD. Lillian 
de Lissa. New edition, revised. Longmans, Green, 12s.6d. C8. 359 pages. 
Frontispiece. 25 photographs. Drawings. Appendix. Bibliography. Index. 

A new edition, revised and enlarged, of a book intended to help young mothers, 

teachers and students to understand the growing child and his problems. In addition 

to the original material there are two new chapters, one by Miss Ruth Thomas on 
psychological development during the first two years of life, the other by Miss Norah 

Gibbs on the assessment of intelligence in young children. The author, who was 

Principal of Gipsy Hill Training College, Kingston, Surrey, 1917-46 and Chairman 

of the Nursery School Association of Great Britain, 1929-38, has herself added a new 

section on the extension of Nursery School education from five to seven years, and 

revised the book as a whole. (136.7) 


THE DRAMA OF ATHEIST HUMANISM. Henri de Lubac, S. J. Translated 
from the French by Edith M. Riley. Sheed & Ward, 15s. D8. 263 pages. 
6 illustrations. Index. 


The author maintains that contemporary atheistic humanism arose from the fact that 
the Christian idea of man, welcomed in the ancient world as a deliverance, gradually, 
through the ages, came to be regarded as a bondage. This feeling came to a head in the 
present absolute humanism, which necessarily sees Christian humanism as absurd. He 
thinks that this doctrine has three principal aspects, symbolized by the names of three 
nineteenth-century thinkers: Auguste Comte, Ludwig Feuerbach (with his disciple 
Karl Marx) and Friedrich Nietzsche, whose doctrines are an inspiration of three 
philosophies of life; social, political and individual. The works of these writers are 
examined, and quoted, in some detail, as an historical survey of three systems, to show 
that their ‘underlying inspiration and internal logic’ give them a common dual 
character, which the author desires to emphasize, viz., their attitude to God and to the 
human person. In his comparison and contrast of Nietzsche and Kierkegaard the author 
finds the latter as the “herald of transcendence’. The last part of the book discusses the 
novels of Dostoevsky as revealing the bankruptcy of atheism and as foreshadowing 
a solution of our present difficulties. Any consideration of modern world problems 
must take into account the theme so ably advanced in this book. (144) 
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF PLATO.G.C. Field. Oxford University Press, 5s. F8. 
219 pages. Note on chronology. 3ibliography. Index. (Home University 
Library) 

This book is primarily concerned with stating Plato’s thought in terms of our own 

experience. The au thor, who is Professor of Philosophy in the University of Bristol, 

first surveys many facts important in understanding Plato’s thought, and then discusses 

Plato’s fundamental doctrine of the nature of reality as the Theory of Forms, a term 

which, he explains, is preferable to the Theory of Ideas. Using the Republic as a basis for 

examining Plato’s moral, social and political theories, the author removes many present 
misconceptions of Plato’s views on democracy and the ideal state, and shows the 
probable attitude of Plato to some modern disturbing questions. Plato’s Theory of the 

Soul, as the principle of activity and change, is shown as the necessary development of 

the Theory of Forms. It is explained how these two theories exercised Plato’s mind in 

his later views about reality, which involved a conception of God and, consequently, 

a consideration of theology and religion. Plato’s views on Love, Art, Poetry, and 

Crafts are dealt with, and the final chapter discusses Plato’s views as a possible contri- 

bution to our own way of thinking. This scholarly, practical treatment should attract 

and help many who have hitherto been deterred by the difficulties of the subject. 
(184.1) 
RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


GOD IN OUR woORK. Sir Stafford Cripps. Thomas Nelson, 6s. M8. 86 pages. 
Addresses by the British Chancellor of the Exchequer comprising sermons and speeches 
delivered on many different public occasions in 1947-8. The title indicates the common 
theme. One way and another they are all concerned with the Christian’s responsibility 
to bring his Christian conscience to bear upon problems of social, political and 
international life. They are of considerable interest to English readers, but will perhaps 
be even more valuable to readers in other countries anxious to understand the depth 
and persistence of the English Christian social tradition. (230) 


CHRISTIANITY AND FEAR. Oscar Pfister. Translated from the German by 
W. H. Johnston. Allen & Unwin, 30s. D8. $89 pages. Indexes. 
A full-length study, by a Ziirich pastor, of the conception of fear and anxiety, and its 
treatment in Christian thought. The subject is treated historically, and the main classi- 
cal traditions, Catholic and Protestant, are critically examined in the light of modern 
psychological theory, and of Freud in particular. The whole is related to the Christian 
doctrine of Love, in which is found the reconciliation of the antinomies and problems 
which the conception of Fear involves. This new English version of a notable book 
should extend its reputation among Anglo-Saxon readers; it has already become 
known in Switzerland. (230) 


WORLD CHRISTIAN HANDBOOK. Edited by Kenneth G. Grubb. World 
Dominion Press, 21s. D8. 420 pages. Statistical tables. Indexes. 
A notable reference work for all concerned with the Ecumenical movement among 
the Churches. It is a comprehensive survey of the situation of the Protestant Churches 
in every part of the world, and space is also devoted to a geographical and statistical 
survey of the Orthodox Churches. The first part of the book is composed of authori- 
tative essays by Church leaders and authorities covering the world, and the problems 
confronting the Churches in the present post-war situation. The second part is a most 
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valuable collection of Christian statistics which will make this a standard volume of 
ecumenical reference. The indexes are exceptionally full and carefully compiled. 
(280) 
THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS. Edited by John O’Brien. W. H. Allen, 10s.6d. 
C8. 273 pages. 
Fifteen personal stories of conversion to the Roman Catholic Church by writers who 
include Evelyn Waugh, Sheila Kaye Smith, Clare Boothe Luce, an American senator, 
an ex-Communist, and a Professor of English Literature. A biographical note pre- 
cedes each testimony, and Father O’Brien provides an introduction. Many will find 
the volume a revealing indication of English and American intellectual trends. (282) 


TRAITS OF DIVINE KINGSHIP IN AFRICA. P. Hadfield. Watts, 8s.6d. 
L.Post 8. 134 pages. 
The Rev. P. Hadfield here gives a concise account of the rites and customs connected 
with the idea of the king as a divine personification, in Egypt and in many widely 
scattered African tribes, drawing many parallels between the two. The Egyptians 
deified their King in the belief that he controlled the Nile, the source of fertility; the 
god-function of African kingship is to control agriculture. From this attribution of 
divinity many parallel rites and ceremonies may be observed. It is, however, not 
certain that the concept of divine kingship spread from Egypt. (291.213) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


THE STATESMAN’S YEARBOOK, 1949. A Statistical and Historical 
Annual of the States of the World for the Year 1949. Edited by S. H. 
Steinberg. Macmillan, 36s. C8. 1,567 pages. Two folding maps. Index. 

The 86th issue of the Statesman’s Yearbook sees a change of arrangement in that the 

great international organizations have been grouped together as Part I, and the com- 

parative statistical tables have been increased. All sections have been revised, from 
official returns as far as possible, and give the latest information on governmental, 
religious, and other official matters of the countries of the world. Part II comprises the 

British Commonwealth and Empire, Part III, the United States of America, and 

Part IV, other countries. At the end of the entry for each country is a list of reference 

books. The maps are of Indonesia and the West Indies. (305) 


Population 
A DEMOGRAPHIC SURVEY OF THE BRITISH COLONIAL EMPIRE. 
Vol. IL. R. R. Kuczynski. Oxford University Press, 75s. R8. 993 pages. List 
of sources. Index. 
Published under the auspices of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, this 
second volume of the late Dr. Kuczynski’s monumental survey of the demographic 
history and present situation of the Colonial Empire includes the High Commission 
territories of Basutoland, Bechuanaland, and Swaziland, Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, 
Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, British Somaliland, Zanzibar, Mauritius, and the 
Seychelles. Two more volumes remain to be published. Each territory is covered by 
a self-contained monograph, arranged as follows: an account of past censuses and 
methods; total populations, native and non-native, and their composition; the fegis- 
tration of births and deaths; native fertility, mortality, and growth of population, 
with special attention to any special factors which are particular to the territory under 
review. (312.096) 
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Political Science 


POLITICAL QUESTIONS OF MALAYA. C.L., Peet. Cambridge University 
Press, 1s.6d. D8. 40 pages. 2 maps. Paper bound. (Malayan Questions) 
A useful pamphlet in a new series edited by Dr. E. H. G. Dobby, Professor of 
Geography at Raffles College, Singapore. The authors will all be resident in Malaya 
and each pamphlet is designed to give, in the form of question and answer, factual 
information on the subject dealt with. (320.9594) 


HUMAN RIGHTS. Comments and Interpretations. A Symposium edited by 
UNESCO. Introduction by Jacques Maritain. Allan Wingate, 15s. D8. 
288 pages. 4 appendices. 

This book embodies much of the preparatory work for the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights issued by the United Nations’ Organization (UNO) in Paris, 1948. 

The body of the book consists of a selection from the replies to a questionnaire issued 

by the United Nations’ Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

inviting various thinkers (many of world repute), from its member nations, to give 
their individual opinions on the philosophic bases of human rights. A committee of 
experts finally summed up the conclusions drawn from the UNESCO inquiry and 
forwarded them to the Human Rights Commission of UNO, already engaged in 
preparing the Declaration. The same committee also edited the present symposium. 

The selection is representative of a wide range of opinions and includes some which 

differ from the final conclusions of UNESCO. M. Jacques Maritain classifies and 

surveys, in an introduction, the lines of thought followed by the contributors. The 
writers’ opinions do not necessarily conform to the official views of their govern- 
ments, nor can this theoretical investigation, completed during 1947, take into account 
the Declaration voted by the United Nations at a later date. Appendix I gives the 
questionnaire; Appendix Il, UNESCO's conclusions; Appendix III, the Declaration. 

(323.4) 

THE SOCIOLOGY OF COLONIES: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
STUDY OF RACE CONTACT. René Maunier. Edited, and translated 
from the French, by E. O. Lorimer. 2 vols. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 63s. M8. 
767 pages. Bibliography. Index. (International Library of Sociology and 
Social Reconstruction) 

Che first English edition of a work first published in France in 1932. It is based on 

lectures delivered by M. Maunier, Professor in the University of Paris teaching 

Colonial subjects, and is primarily a sociological study of the human relationships 

between individuals and groups, where these take the form of the ruler and the ruled. 

The first volume is mainly occupied with the history of colonial theory, whilst the 

second discusses the progress, or perhaps more accurately the conflict, of law. To quote 

from the author’s introduction: “There are two colonial problems, the economic and 
the human . . . the former has received ample attention, the second has scarcely been 

considered’. (325.31) 

DOCUMENTS ON EUROPEAN RECOVERY AND DEFENCE, MARCH 
1947-APRIL 1949. Royal Institute of International Affairs, 8s.6d. D8. 
157 pages. 

For anyone interested in international questions this is an indispensable little volume 

presenting as it does in readily accessible compass the more important statements and 
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documents marking the various stages of events which culminated in the Council of 
Europe and the North Atlantic Treaty. Unofficial speeches and resolutions which were 
also vital factors in arousing public opinion to the need for greater European unity 
have necessarily had to be sacrificed to the aim of producing a modestly priced and 
handily compact compilation, and the book is therefore confined to official documents 
and pronouncements. Besides the Benclux Customs Convention, which marked the 
first step in unification of the European economy, these include the Brussels Treaty, 
the Council of Europe Statute, the Dunkirk Treaty, the European Economic Co- 
operation Convention, the Franco-Italian Customs Treaty, Mr. Marshall’s Harvard 
speech in June 1947, the U.S. Foreign Assistance Act, and the North Atlantic Treaty. 


(327.4) 


THE FOREIGN POLICY OF SOVIET RUSSIA, 1929-1941. Vol. II, 
1936-1941. Max Beloff. Royal Institute of International Affairs: Oxford 
University Press, 21s. 442 pages. Maps. Bibliography. Index. 

In this concluding volume of his analysis Mr. Beloff gives the Sovict interpretation of 

international events from the spring of 1936 to the time of the German invasion 

of Russia in June 1941 as expressed in Soviet publications, and evaluates it in the light 
of evidence from other sources. The three Parts of the volume deal respectively with 

The Breakdown of Collective Security, The Soviet Union and ‘The Second Imperial- 

istic War’, and The Principles of Sovict Foreign Policy, and there are chapters on the 

civil war in Spain as it affected and was affected by Soviet policy, and on the Montreux 

Conference on the Straits. To the final chapter analysing the principles controlling 

the foreign policy of the Soviet Union is added an appendix outlining the role of the 

Government departments concerned. There is a classified bibliography relating to 

both volumes, and a number of sketch maps illustrate the territorial changes in Eastern 

Europe between 1938 and 1941. In spite of weaknesses which were to an extent 

inevitable from the nature of the undertaking, this is a scholarly and noteworthy 

study. (327.47) 


THE ELIZABETHAN HOUSE OF COMMONS. J. E. Neale. Jonathan Cape, 

18s. D8. 455 pages. 3 plates. Map. List of Elizabethan Parliaments. Index. 
Professor Neale, Astor Professor of English History in the University of London and 
author of the standard life of Queen Elizabeth (1934), gives in this volume the first half 
of what will be one of the major pieces of historical research in our time, since very 
little has hitherto been known about the sixteenth-century Parliament. This first 
volume gives a learned and an enthralling portrait of the House, a study of its pro- 
cedure and ways of conducting business, an analysis of its membership and a description 
of electoral practice and elections. For many famous Elizabethans membership of 
Parliament had an irresistible attraction. The chapters on personalities are particularly 
fascinating, for they trace the candidates, county by county, appreciate their quality 
and examine how they got into Parliament. Politics played no part in elections. Social 
factors were everything. The aristocratic structure of Elizabethan society was reflected 
in the membership of the Commons and determined the course of elections. The book 
is therefore not merely an institutional history but social history also, a contribution to 
the understanding of that society. This volume is complete in itself, a balanced work 
of research, presenting a vast amount of information with humane scholarship of the 
highest order. The second volume will provide a narrative history of the Parliaments 
of Elizabeth’s reign. (328.4209) 
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THE SOCIALIST TRAGEDY. Ivor Thomas. Latimer House, 10s.6d. L.Post. 
254 pages. Index. 

An ex-member of the Labour Government criticizes in this volume the policy of the 

British Labour Party, arguing that socialism is simply communism travelling at a 

slower pace. He gives his reasons for believing that the Labour Party cannot be the 

means of bringing a new age into existence, but can only deflect human socie ty from a 

healthy evolution. (329.942) 


Economics 
ECONOMIC SURVEY, 1919-1939. W. Arthur Lewis. Allen & Unwin, 15s. 
D8. 221 pages. 7 charts. Bibliography. Index. 

The Stanley Jevons Professor of Political Economy in the University of Manchester 
presents in this volume the substance of a course of lectures delivered at the London 
School of Economics in 1944-7. He interprets the inter-war years in the setting of 
world economic history, illustrating his argument by selecting some of the more 
interesting economic experiments made by the governments of the United Kingdom, 
Germany, France, the United States, Japan and the U.S.S.R. and examining their 
results. The book is intended for students and the lay public rather than for professional 
economists. (330.9) 


THE GROUP APPROACH TO LEADERSHIP-TESTING. Henry Harris. 
Foreword by General Sir Ronald Adam. Preface by Brigadier A. Torrie. 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 21s. D8. 298 pages. 7 figures. Bibliographic note. 
s appendices. Name index. Subject index 

During the war years 1942-5, the British Army used and developed a technique of 

selection for leadership through the War Office Selection Boards. The full official 

account of this work will be published in due course. This book is an individual im- 

pression of that collective effort, written by a medical psychologist who took part in 

four such selection boards and paid working visits to another six or seven. It is addressed 
primarily to those likely to be concerned with selection for leadership on managerial 
level who have some psychological background, but should also be of interest to 
social scientists and all concerned with the scientific approach to the study of human 
relations. Part I deals with theories, Part II with techniques, and Part III with trends 
and implications. (331.115) 


BANK OF ENGLAND. Report forthe Year ended 28th February, 1949. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 4d. sR8. 14 pages. Paper bound. (C Command Paper 7759) 
The report gives details of notes issued and in circulation, the assets and liabilities of 
the Banking Department, and other operations of the Bank of England. It also 
comments on matters of external finance, such as the transferability of sterling and the 
Intra-European Payments Agreement. (332.110942) 


INCOME TAX. C.N. Beattie. 2nd edition. Stevens & Sons, 4s. IF8. 120 pages. 
Index. Paper bound. (‘ This is the Law’ Series) 

The law relating to income tax in England is contained in a large number of acts of 

parliament and is not easy to ascertain. The object of this little book is to present as clear 

an explanation of the elements of the subject as possible in the space available. It is 

admirably done and, although the book is primarily for the use of the layman, the 

student and professional man will find in it much of value. (336.24) 
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PROBLEMS OF ECONOMIC PLANNING. Papers on Planning and Econo- 

mics. E. F. M. Durbin. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 15s. D8. 224 pages. Index. 
One of these papers, The Problems of the Socialised Sector, has not been published before. 
The rest are reprinted from the Political Quarterly, the Economic Journal and elsewhere. 
They are grouped to bring out the idea of socialism and its relation to democracy, 
to discuss the various problems of economic planning (particularly as regards Great 
Britain) and the nature of economics. Mr. Durbin, author of Politics of Democratic 
Socialism and other works, lectured at Oxford and at the London School of Economics, 
and at the time of his death in 1947 was a Labour member of Parliament and Parlia- 
mentary Secretary in the Ministry of Works. (338.91) 


FACTORIES, TRUCK AND SHOPS ACTS. Alexander Redgrave. 17th 
edition by John Thompson and H. R. Rogers. Butterworth and Shaw & Sons, 
45s. F8. 1,340 pages. Tables. Index. 

Legislation for regulating conditions in factories and for the protection and welfare 

of workers therein dates from 1802. Since then many Acts of Parliament dealing with 

the subject have been passed with the result that a large body of statute and case law 
has been built up. This work is the most comprehensive text-book on this complicated 
branch of English law. It is in five parts: Part I, The Factories Acts; Part II, Safety 
and Health Regulations and Orders; Part III, Miscellaneous Acts affecting Persons 
employed in Factories; Part IV, The Truck Acts, relating to wages; Part V, The Shops 

Acts and Regulations; and it contains all that is likely to be required by the legal 

practitioner and those interested in social legislation. Mr. Thompson is a Barrister-at- 

Law and Mr. Rogers was sometime Deputy Chief Inspector of Factories, an expert 

team for the task of editing such a book. (338.942) 


Law 
CURRENT LEGAL PROBLEMS, 1949. Edited by G. W. Keeton and 
G. Schwarzenberger. Stevens & Sons, 21s. D8. 298 pages. Tables. Index. 

This volume, the second annual issue, contains the lectures on Current Legal Problems 
delivered in the Faculty of Laws at University College, London (on whose behalf it is 
published), during the 1948-9 Session. In addition, it contains Lord du Parcq’s 
Presidential address to the Bentham Club entitled ‘The final Court of Appeal’. The 
lectures are: Procedure and Practice, Lord Porter; Reform of Murder Law, S. G. 
Vesey-Fitzgerald; Mens Rea and Bigamy, J. L. J. Edwards; Problem of Finding, 
O. R. Marshall; Charities, G. W. Keeton; Three types of Law, G. Schwarzenberger; 
Philosophy of the Common Law, R. O'Sullivan; Some English Civilians, H. F. 
Jolowicz; Codifying English Law, D. Lloyd; Constitutional aspect of the Public 
Corporation, E. C. $. Wade; Right of Public Meeting, E. R. H. Ivamy; Dominion 
Status, R. C. FitzGerald; Private Law aspects of Western Union, F. H. Lawson; Law 
in the British Zone of Germany, H. Krawinkel; and Membership of the United 
Nations, L. C. Green. (340.8) 


THE TWO CONSTITUTIONS. A Comparative Study of British and 
American Constitutional Systems. Harold Stannard. A. & C. Black, 12s.6d. 
IC8. 222 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Mr. Stannard, author of The Fabric of Europe and other works, was for many years on 

the staff of The Times. In this volume, substantially completed before his death in 
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1947, he discussed how it was that two institutions springing from a common root 
should stand in such sharp contrast to each other, and emphasized the identity of 


purpose underly ing the two systems of government, (342) 


TRIAL OF NIKOLAUS VON FALKENHORST. Edited by E. H. Stevens. 
William Hodge, 18s. D8. 320 pages. 31 illustrations. 4 maps. (War Crimes 
Trials Series) 

In July 1946 Nikolaus von Falkenhorst, formerly Generaloberst in the German Army 

and one time Commander-in-Chief of the German Armed Forces in Norway, 

appeared before a British Military Court at Brunswick on charges of committing a 

war crime in that he was responsible for the killing of British and Norwegian service- 

men, prisoners of war. This book consists of a record of the trial and contains an 
introduction by the editor, the arraignment, speeches and evidence for the prosecution 
and for the defence, summing up, finding and sentence. Appendices contain relevant 

documents. A foreword has been contributed by the Hon. Mr. Justice Birkett, a 

Member of the International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg. The editor, the late 

Mr. E. H. Stevens, was a Scottish lawyer, and served with the Royal Air Force in 

Norway during the war. (343.1) 


HISTORY AND SOURCES OF THE COMMON LAW: TORT AND 
conTRACT. C.H. S. Fifoot. Stevens & Sons, 45s. sR8. 464 pages. Tables. 
Index. 


In compiling this work on the sources of two branches of the common law of England, 
namely tort and contract, the author has confined himself to the printed material, that 
is to say the literature of the law from Glanvill to Blackstone and the early reports of 
law cases, with especial emphasis on the * Year Books’ containing records of cases from 
the beginning of the fourteenth century to the middle of the sixteenth. The book is 
in two parts, the first dealing comprehensively with tort and the second with contract. 
Each chapter is introduced by a narrative followed by the appropriate extracts from 
the printed sources extensively annotated. The work is intended primarily for students 
but it will undoubtedly take its place with the established authorities on the history 
of English law. The author is a barrister, a Fellow of Hertford College, Oxford, and 
All Souls Reader in English Law. (347-09) 


BUCKLEY ON THE COMPANIES ACTS. The late Sir Henry Burton 
Buckley, Lord Wrenbury. 12th edition by the Hon. D. B. Buckley and 
others. Butterworth, 105s. sR8. 1,610 pages. Tables. Index. 

The first edition of this work was published in 1872 and it rapidly became the standard 

book, a position it occupies today. The law relating to companies in England and 

Wales has been subject to considerable revision in recent years and was last consoli- 

dated in 1948. ‘Buckley’ deals with every aspect of the subject and it forms a complete 

statement of, and commentary on, the law. The Act of 1948, with the Winding-up 

Rules, are set out at length with copious annotations, the vast field of case law is 

reviewed—approximately seven thousand cases are mentioned—relevant statutes and 

statutory instruments are cited and references to the London Stock Exchange Rules 
have been made where appropriate. The original author became a Lord of Appeal 
and the present editor, his son, is a Bencher of Lincoln’s Inn. He has been assisted 
in the work of revision by Nigel Warren and G. B. Parker, Barristers-at-Law, with 
Cecil W. Turner, a Bencher of Lincoln’s Inn and an authority on Company law, as 
Consulting Editor. (347-7) 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUPREME COURT 
PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE. H.M. Stationery Office, ts. sR8. 60 pages. 
Paper bound. (Command Paper 7764) 

This is an interim report of a Committee set up under the chairmanship of the Rt. 

Hon. Sir Raymond Evershed, Master of the Rolls, to inquire, inter alia, into the 

present practice and procedure of the Supreme Court, mainly with a view to reducing 

the cost of litigation. It deals with two important aspects of the Committee’s task, 
namely, the jurisdiction of County Courts, and the fixing of dates for trial. The Com- 
mittee makes various recommendations which, if put into effect, will materially reduce 

costs and delays in litigation. (347-9) 


Administration 
THE STRUCTURE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN ENGLAND AND 
WALES. W. Eric Jackson. Longmans, Green, 15s. D8. 280 pages. Index. 
Besides dealing with |such topics as local finance elections and committee procedure, 
this book deals with all the most recent reforms of local government in England and 
Wales, and in particular with the new local organizations necessitated by the 
nationalized public services. It should interest the general reader as well as the 
student. The author is a Barrister-at-Law, and Assistant Clerk of the London County 
Council. (352.042) 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE FOR THE METROPOLIS 
FOR THE YEAR 1948. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. sR8. 83 pages. 
13 figures. Paper bound. (Command Paper 7737) 
Much of this report is concerned with questions of recruitment, promotion, training 
and general administration of the Metropolitan Police. In addition, there is a detailed 
analysis of the crimes committed in London during the year, including traffic offences, 
ind of street accidents. The report is well provided with statistical tables. (352.2) 


CIVIL DEFENCE: MANUAL OF BASIC TRAINING. Vol. II. Pamphlets 
No. 1, BASIC CHEMICAL WARFARE; 2, BASIC FIRE FIGHTING; 3, 
BASIC FIRST AID. Home Office. H.M. Stationery Office, Nos. 1 and 3, Is. 
cach; No. 2, 6d. sR8. 60 : 38 : 62 pages. 21 : 9 : 38 illustrations. Paper bound. 

Measures for safeguarding the civil population against the effects of war are outlined 

in these pamphlets, the first of which describes the nature of war gases, means of 

detection, the use of respirators and anti-gas clothing, general anti-gas precautions and 
first-aid measures, and sets out the principles of decontamination. The second gives 
instructions on how to diagnose various types of injury and how to render first-aid. 

The third deals with the causes of fire, fire prevention, escape and rescue from burning 

buildings, fire-fighting and the use and care of fire-fighting equipment. (355.2) 


Social Welfare 

THE EVIDENCE FOR VOLUNTARY ACTION. Being Memoranda by 
Organisations and Individuals and other Material relevant to Voluntary 
Action. Edited by Lord Beveridge and A. F. Wells. Allen & Unwin, 16s. 
D8. 343 pages. Bibliography. 

Some of the evidence on which Lord Beveridge based his recent work Voluntary 

Action (dealing with the social services in Great Britain) is here gathered together and 
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supplement: d by st tements of expe rt opinion. The material consists of Mass-Observa- 
tion and Research Services reports on friendly societies, mutual aid, voluntary services 
and other topics and memoranda by the Nuffield Foundation, the British Red Cross 
Society and numerous other organizations and individuals. (360.942) 


ENGLISH SOCIAL SERVICES: METHODS AND GROWTH. Emmeline W. 
Cohen. Allen & Unwin, 8s.6d. C8. 181 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Miss Cohen, a gr ne iate of the London School of Economics and author of The 
Growth of the British Civil Service, is now in the British Information Services in New 
York. In this book she gives an account of the development of personal social services 
in the United Kingdom, for children and adults, from the end of the cighteenth 
century to the present day, laying special stress on the importance of administrative 
method. (360.942) 


REPORT ON JUVENILE DELINQUENCY. H.D. Willcock. Falcon Press, 
7s.6d. D8. 133 pages. (Mass-Observation) 

The field-work of this survey was undertaken by the staff of Mass-Observation. It is 

an impartial approach to the problem of juvenile delinquency in Great Britain, pre- 

sented as part of the deeper ath m of uninspired and unadjusted youth. Sensa- 

tionalism has been avoided; nevertheless, the irtividual records ga athered heve have 

no lack of dramatic interest. (364.36) 


PROBATION AND RE-EDUCATION. Elizabeth R. Glover. Routledge & 
Kegan Paul, 12s.6d. C8. 304 pages. Bibliography. Index 

This is a humanistic approach to the treatment of delinquents in Great Britain under 

the probation system, and is intended for magistrates, probation officers, the police, 

teachers and all who may come in contact with probationers. The author spent many 

years in the probation service, and became Deputy Principal Probation Officer for 

London and Joint Secretary of the Probation Training Board. (364.63) 


Education 


THE EDUCATION OF THE POETIC spiRIT. A Study in Children’s 
Expression in the English Lesson. Marjorie L. Hourd. William Heinemann, 
10s.6d. D8. 191 pages. 2 Appendices. Bibliography. Index of names. 
Index of works and characters. (The Heinemann Education Series) 

A stimulating thesis, based on her personal experience as an English mistress and 

Training College lecturer, by the Senior Lecturer in Education at the Borthwick 

Women’s Emergency Training College, London. It begins by analysing the dramatic 

work of children of all ages, goes on to study the workings of the child’s imagination 

in verse and prose compositions, and finally considers the philosophy and aesthetics 
which underlie the whole development. ‘This book’, the author claims, ‘is in attempt 
to rescue for education, albeit in a narrow field, that of the English lesson, this creative 
power which Wordsworth has called the “poetic Spirit’’.’ She believes that ‘we are 
more likely to reach fundamental principles by learning the right technique than we 
are to reach a good technique from the formulation of abstract principles’ and recom- 
mends a technique of “knowing and yet appearing not to know’ which best serves 
creative energy. (370.1) 
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THE TREND OF SCOTTISH INTELLIGENCE. A Comparison of the1947 
and 1932 surveys of the intelligence of eleven-year-old pupils. Sponsored 
by the Population Investigation Committee and the Scottish Council for 
Research in Education. University of London Press, 7s.6d. M8. 179 pages. 
32 tables. 7 figures. (Scottish Council for Research in Education, Publication 
No. XXX) 


In 1932 the Scottish Council for Research in Education conducted a survey of all 
eleven-year-old children in Scotland, the results of which were reported in The 
Intelligence of Scottish Children. The survey was repeated in 1947 in the hope that some 
evidence might be thus made available indicating the trend of intelligence. This report 
explains the origin of the 1947 survey, describes the administrative arrangements, 
presents the results of the group test applied to 70,805 eleven-year-old pupils and of 
the Terman-Merrill revision of the Binet Scale to 1,215, and draws comparisons with 
the 1932 survey. Additional data was also collected regarding the physical, educa- 
tional and sociological status of those tested, providing material of considerable social 
significance on the relative proportions of families of different sizes, of the number of 
first children, second children, etc. in an age-group, and of the group scores according 


to size and position in family. (370.151) 


THE EDUCATION AUTHORITIES DIRECTORY AND ANNUAL, I949. 
School Government Publishing Co., 21s. sD8. 450 pages. 
The latest issue of this useful reference book containing a list of personnel and 
departmental details of the Ministry of Education and Inspectorate; Government 
Departments, with addresses and telephone numbers; particulars of Local Education 
Authorities in England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland; Secondary Schools; 
Training and Emergency Training Colleges; Arts and Crafts, Music, Trade and 
Technical Institutions and Polytechnics; Universities and Colleges in the British Isles; 
Institutions for the Blind and other handicapped students; Home Office Children’s 
Care Department; County and Rural Libraries; Education Departments of self- 
governing Dominions. There are, in addition, authoritative articles on the educational 
system in England and Wales in 1948, school broadcasting, school records and the 
school meals service. (370.58) 


TEACHING: BEGIN HERE. W. T. Davies and T. B. Shepherd. Epworth 
Press, 8s.6d. D8. 166 pages. 19 figures. Index. 
An introduction to the study of education for prospective teachers and youth leaders 
written with particular emphasis on the practical aspect of teaching. W. T. Davies, 
formerly a Lecturer in Education at Bangor Normal College, Wales, is Assistant 
Education Officer, East Ham, London: T. B. Shepherd is Senior Lecturer in Education 
at Westminster Training College, London. Both had experience when serving in the 
Royal Air Force, of lecturing on teaching methods to potential teachers, and both 
returned to training colleges for teachers, where they again found the need for an 
elementary book on teaching which gave its chief stress to the practical aspect. This 
volume is written to answer that need. The aims of education are discussed; a brief 
historical survey is made; there is an introduction to educational psychology; and some 
indication is given of the differing interests of children, adolescents and adults. Several 
chapters describe the preparation and planning of various types of activities and 
lessons, and other sections are devoted to the use of visual aids, the radio, the film, and 
discussion groups. (371.3) 





PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES FOR BOYS’ scHOOLs. F., J. C. Marshall. 
University of London Press, 6s. 1\C8. 171 pages. Tables. 3 appendices. 
A book for teachers of physical education of boys between the ages of eleven and 
sixteen. It presents a wide range of activities based on the physical needs and interests 
of the pupils. A basic scheme of training, lasting four years, is arranged in twelve 
graded programmes, each representing a term’s work. These programmes contain 
activities and gymnastic exercises which require the use of portable and fixed gym- 
nastic apparatus, medicine balls, sticks and other small apparatus. In addition, a further 
twenty-nine programmes provide progressive training in the basic skills of soccer, 
netball, rugby, cricket and athletics. Chapters are included on the compilation of 
lessons, on teaching techniques, obstacle training and physical achievement tests. The 
author is Superintendent of Physical Education and Inspector of Schools, City of 
Bradford Education Committee. (371.7) 


THE ADOLESCENT AT SCHOOL. Experiments in Education. Edited by 
Vernon Mallison. William Heinemann, 10s.6d. D8. 165 pages. Frontispiece. 
Index. (The Heinemann Education Series) 

A symposium, edited by the Lecturer in Comparative Education, University of 

Reading, on educational experiments in dealing with the adolescent in France, India, 

the U.S.A., Italy, New Zealand and England, with a chapter by three contributors on 

the Dalton Experiment in schools in New York, England and Holland, and another 
on new educational programmes in Belgium, Czechoslovakia and Germany. The 
publication is sponsored by the New Education Fellowship, and includes many 

contributions written by the pupils themselves. (373) 


SCHOOL STRESSES. The Grammar School—Today and Tomorrow. 
John W. Skinner. Epworth Press, 6s. C8. 128 pages. Index. 
In order to obtain objective material for a reassessment of the English Grammar 
School as it has developed in recent years, Dr. Skinner, Headmaster of Culford School, 
Bury St. Edmunds, obtained replies to a questionnaire from 205 former pupils who 
had attended the school for at least two years in the period 1926-45. His com- 
ments on their opinions as to the most important elements in their school life serve as 
an introduction to his own beliefs on a variety of educational problems, including the 
place of external examinations, on which he makes shrewd observations and useful 
suggestions. The community life of the grammar school is pictured by means of 
sketches of the boy, the master and the headmaster, as they live and work together. 
(373-42) 
Shipping 
THE SHIPPING WORLD YEAR BOOK, 1949-50. Edited by Sir 
Archibald Hurd. Shipping World, 25s. D8. 1,027 pages. 
A new issue of the standard work of reference which is used all over the world by 
ship owners, brokers, ship builders, marine engineers, and naval architects and con- 
sultants, and which gives information on almost all aspects of ships and shipping. It 
contains a ‘Who’s Who’ for the maritime industries in Britain, and details of British 
organizations which serve shipping, ship building and associated industries. Included 
also are summaries of the most important national and international conventions 
governing shipping, statistical tables, port and harbour facilities in the United 
Kingdom, and details of training for the British merchant navy. Sir Archibald Hurd is 
chairman of the Shipping World Ltd., and is a Freeman of the Worshipful Company 
of Shipwrights. He has written and edited many works on shipping. (387.058) 
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Costume 

A HISTORY OF ENGLISH COSTUME. Iris Brooke. 3rd edition. Methuen, 
148. 234 pages. IC8. 4 coloured plates, and 142 black-and-white 
illustrations in text by the author. 


Miss Brooke has published several authoritative works on historical costume. Here 
her aim has been comparatively modest: to give a brief account of the changes in 
costume that have taken place in Britain during the years 1066-1900; she reminds us 
of the intimate connection between modes and manners, but does not elaborate this 
theme. Her able little survey (first published in 1937 and reprinted in 1946) is addressed 
to the general reader, and is written in an engagingly lucid and succinct style; it is 
admirably illustrated. (391) 


PHILOLOGY 


THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. C. L. Wrenn. Methuen, 5s. F8. 242 pages. 
Bibliography. Subject index. Word index. (Home Study Books) 
The writer, Rawlinson and Bosworth Professor of Anglo-Saxon in the University of 
Oxford and sometime President of the Philological Society, gives first a general 
survey of the variety of uses of language and the points of view from which it may 
be studied, and then considers the general characteristics of the English language, its 
historical position in the Indo-European family of languages, and the historical stages 
in the development of modern English. Dealing, in greater detail, with the structure 
and material of the language, he points out the influences of other languages on the 
English vocabulary, contemporary changes taking place in English, and the ways in 
which words are built or shaped into an English form. English word order is then 
shown as the result of many changes in both accidence and syntax. The author looks 
at the work of many great English writers and speakers not only as they helped to 
make the language but as illustrative of his view that literature and philology are 
inseparables. Suggestive treatment is given to many often discussed points about 
English: the influence of the radio, modern education, of America; the questions of 
Standard English and English as a World Language. The bibliography and the final 
chapter, on aims and methods of study, are admirably in keeping with this very 
useful home study book. (420) 


NAME INTO WORD. Proper Names that have become Common Property. 
Eric Partridge. Secker & Warburg, 25s. D8. 660 pages. 


Eric Partridge has added to his reputation as a writer on the English language by 
compiling this dictionary of the names of famous persons, significant places, and well- 
known characters and titles in literature that, in their original or modified form, have 
passed into common use. It includes most of the relevant terms current in British or 
American speech, not jargon, likely to be encountered by the intelligent rag 
reader, the reader of fiction or the student of the arts, general science and history. A 
subsidiary glossary includes border-line cases not of such widespread use or potential 
usefulness. In a Foreword the author gives a brief survey of such words as ‘tantalise’, 
‘platonic’, ‘gamp’, ‘ottoman’, and many others, to draw attention to the significant 
evidence that words of this kind afford on periods of history, changes of thought and 
social life, etc., concluding that ‘the history of language is the history of the human 
race’. In the main body of the dictionary the meaning of each selected word is given 


26 





and its origin traced by referring to its etymology, or by quotations showing its 
earliest currency in speech or literature. This is a remarkable book for which readers 
have long felt the need. (422) 


WEBSTER ’S NEW COLLEGIATE DICTIONARY. Bell, sos. SuR8. 1,250 pages. 
2,300 illustrations. 

This successor to the well-known Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary has been 

thoroughly revised and brought up to date. The American spelling is given first, 

followed by the English spelling; English and American meanings are given. The 

dictionary contains 125,000 entries, including synonyms, a gazetteer and a biographi- 


cal dictionary. (423) 


DUTCH-ENGLISH AND ENGLISH-DUTCH DICTIONARY. Fernand G. 
Renier. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 10s.6d. sC8. 590 pages. (Routledge’s Pocket 
Dictionaries) 


A new dictionary which uses the revised Dutch spelling officially introduced on 1 May 
1947. A guide to the main differences between the two spellings is given at the 
beginning. As far as possible formal words and expressions in one language have been 
rendered by formal ones in the other language, and colloquialisms have been rendered 
by colloquialisms. The two parts of the dictionary have been compiled independently, 
and reference from one to the other is therefore useful. Genders and plurals of Dutch 
nouns are given, and verbs are indicated whether strong, weak, or irregular. There are 
also lists of Dutch and English strong verbs. Fernand Renier is the author of Learn 
Dutch!, a modern Dutch teaching method, and he has been examiner in Dutch to 
Oxford and Cambridge Universities and to the Civil Service Commission. He has 
also translated several books from and into Dutch and English. (439.3132) 


PURE SCIENCE 


THE ORIGINS OF MODERN SCIENCE, 1300-1800. H. Butterfield. 
Bell, 10s.6d. M8. 217 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
The author is Professor of Modern History in the University of Cambridge, and also 
Chairman of a Committee formed in 1947 to establish the teaching of the History of 
Science on a regular footing at that university. This book contains the opening series 
of lectures given in 1948 which were designed to provide the much-needed bridge 
between the humanities and the sciences. The outstanding developments in the 
mathematical, physical and biological sciences which occurred during the period 
between 1300 to 1800 are reviewed in a manner which will be appreciated by both 
the historian and the scientist. (s09) 


Mathematics 


REED’S PRACTICAL MATHEMATICS FOR MARINE ENGINEERS. 
Herbert H. R. Daish, William Embleton and Joseph H. Sword. 8th 
edition. Thomas Reed (Sunderland), 35s. D8. 1,220 pages. Illustrations. 

The authors combine a knowledge of practical engineering with teaching experience. 

The volume is intended as a textbook for the Board of Trade Examination in Practical 

Mathematics for first and second class certificates for engineers, but it has a general 

application and care has been taken to make it suitable for students working on their 

own. Arithmetic, algebra, mensuration, and trigonometry are expounded and applied 
to engineering, heat, and heat engines, naval architecture, and electricity. The book 
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contains a very large number of questions with full solutions. The new edition replaces 
some of the older problems by those set in the Board of Trade examinations in recent 
years. ($10.2) 


Astronomy 
SOME RECENT RESEARCHES IN SOLAR PHYSICS. F. Hoyle. Cambridge 
University Press, 12s.6d. D8. 144 pages. Diagrams. Index. (Cambridge 
Monographs on Physics) 
The author provides a concise account of the present state of solar physics, both from 
the observational and the theoretical point of view. The book includes a discussion of 
certain terrestrial phenomena which are related to specific events in the sun. The first 
two chapters concern sunspots, the solar cycle, the chromosphere, and the corona. In 
the third and fourth chapters a new theory of the origin and structure of the chromo- 
sphere and corona is presented, while the remainder of the book deals with such topics 
as electromagnetism in the solar atmosphere and the emission of electro-magnetic 
waves by the sun. The author is Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge. —_ (523.7) 


Physics 
THE ADSORPTION OF GASES ON SOLIDS. A. R. Miller. Cambridge 
University Press, 12s.6d. D8. 141 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Cambridge 
Monographs on Physics) 
A concise account of the phenomena and the theory of interaction between gas 
molecules and solid walls, based on J. K. Roberts’s tract of 1939. The main topics 
covered are: the accommodation process, heat of adsorption, Langmuir’s theory of 
adsorption, variation of potential energy over surface, film formation and heat of 
evaporation, adsorption isotherm, various adsorption mechanisms, and interaction 
between adsorbed particles with electric dipole moments. The bibliography contains 
about a hundred references. The author is Research Fellow at the Royal Society Mond 
Laboratory, Cavendish Laboratory, Cambridge. (533-1) 
OSCILLATIONS OF THE EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE. M. V. Wilkes. 
Cambridge University Press, 12s.6d. D8. 85 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. 
Index. (Cambridge Monographs on Physics) 
The Director of the University Mathematical Laboratory in Cambridge describes the 
present position of the subject as regards both observational results and the theoretical 
work that has been developed. Lunar and solar air tides, their measurement, mani- 
festations, and causes are discussed. There are chapters on the height of the earth’s 
atmosphere, temperature variation, etc. (533-3) 
Chemistry 
LUMINESCENT MATERIALS. G. F. J. Garlick. Oxford University Press, 21. 
D8. 253 pages. 127 figures. Bibliography. Index. (Monographs on the 
Physics and Chemistry of Materials) 
This work mainly deals with the luminescence of solids, and although some attention 
has been paid to luminescence in organic systems the major part of the book is devoted 
to the phenomenon in inorganic materials. The author (of the Physics Department at 
Birmingham University) fully appreciates the valuable part that a study of lumi- 
nescence plays in modern investigations in solid-state physics, and the book has been 
written with this point of view well in mind. (541.31) 
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SURFACE TENSION AND THE SPREADING OF LIQUIDS. R.S. Burdon. 
2nd edition. Cambridge University Press, 12s.6d. D8. 103 pages. Index. 
(Cambridge Monographs on Physics) 

The emphasis is upon the underlying principles rather than upon experimental details 

pertaining to surface tension and the spreading of liquids. The mathematical aspect and 

the range of validity are well discussed, and a brief treatment of lubrication adds to 

the value of this volume. (541.321) 


REACTIONS OF SIMPLE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS. Douglas Lloyd. 
University of London Press, 3s. C8. 56 pages. 8 tables. 

The object of this practical booklet is to provide for beginners a brief course dealing 

with the common reactions of simple groups of organic compounds. All the reactions 

are standard and well established ones, and serve as a supplement to introductory 

lectures in organic chemistry. A very elementary scheme of organic analysis is out- 

lined. No elaborate apparatus is required. (547) 


Ethnology 
THE BANTU TRIBES OF SOUTH AFRICA; REPRODUCTIONS OF 
PHOTOGRAPHIC stuDIES. Vol. III, Section Il. A. M. Duggan-Cronin. 
Deighton Bell (Cambridge), 25s. C4. 19 pages of text. 40 plates. 
This series, of which nine separate parts appeared before the war, is still in course of 
publication. Mr. Duggan-Cronin has amassed over a long period of years a remark- 
able series of camera studies of typical natives, and since 1919 has made systematic 
tours in order to embrace all the peoples of South Africa, thus forming a permanent 
ethnological record of what has been subject to great change in the last half-century. 
The present volume contains forty photographs of men and women of the Nguni, 
Mpondo and Mpondomise tribes, with descriptive notes on the plates and an intro- 
ductory article by an ethnologist, Dr. Monica Wilson. The series is published in con- 
junction with the Alexander McGregor Memorial Museum of Kimberley, with the 
assistance of a grant from the Carnegie Corporation. (572.8963) 


Zoology 
THE MAMMALIAN ADRENAL GLAND. Geoffrey H. Bourne. Oxford 
University Press, 30s. R8. 244 pages. 15 plates. Figures. 

The adrenal glands of more than 250 species of mammals are described, and a classi- 
fication of the species provided. An admirable introductory chapter surveys the history 
of the study of the adrenal glands from the time of their discovery in 1563 to the 
present day. Workers in the field of comparative anatomy and adrenal cytology will 
find in this book a large amount of information, much of which has until now been 
unavailable. Some aspects of the relationship of the adrenal gland to the whole animal, 
and the similarity of structure of the organ in otherwise widely differing species are 


discussed. (591.44) 


WILD BIRDS IN BRITAIN. Seton Gordon. 3rd, revised, edition. Batsford, 
12s.6d. D8. 128 pages. 2 colour plates. 100 illustrations. Index. (The 
British Nature Library) 

Written by one of the leading naturalists in Britain, this revised edition of a book 

first published in 1938 makes a useful contribution to the literature on British birds. 

The subject matter is grouped according to habitat, and the various species are 
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described, not so much in appearance, and details of plumage, but as members of the 
wild-life community of which they form part. It is, in fact, more a book for those who 
wish to read about and to study birds than for the beginner who needs primarily to 
learn to recognize their appearance. It is well illustrated with very fine photographs, 
and many of these deal with species much more common abroad than in Britain 
itself, as also does much of the text. (598.2942) 


AUDUBON’S AMERICAN BIRDS. From Plates by J. J. Audubon. Introduc- 
tion and Notes on the Plates by Sacheverell Sitwell. Batsford, 6s.6d. C4. 
12 pages of text. 16 colour plates. (Batsford Colour Books) 

This beautiful book pairs excellently with that on John Gould’s Tropical Birds, pro- 

duced earlier in the same series. It is not generally realized that, while Audubon’s work 

was done in the United States and his subject matter drawn from there, the aquatinting 
of his superb plates was the work of members of the Havell family, who were 

Englishmen and worked, originally, in London. This work is one of the finest 

examples of the English school of aquatint. But it is not only the birds which make 

Audubon’s work so charming, for his drawings owe a great deal to the delightful 

backgrounds and incidental details—flowers, leaves, trees, and other objects in which 

his subjects are framed. The contrast between this and other styles is well made by 

Sacheverell Sitwell in his introduction, an essay so skilful, informative and charming 

that many would be willing to pay the astonishingly moderate price of the book for 

this alone. (598.297) 


PYRAMID VALLEY, WAIKARI, NORTH CANTERBURY. Roger Duff. 
Association of Friends of the Canterbury Museum (Christchurch, New Zealand), 
ss. R8. 48 pages. Illustrations. 

A progress report on the discovery and excavation of New Zealand’s largest deposit, 

found to date, of the bones of the extinct flightless bird, the moa. The significance of 

the find with an estimate of the position of the birds in the geological time scale is 
given in a popularly written and comprehensively illustrated narrative. Theories are 
put forward to account for the density of the remains—some 800 birds to the acre. 

The author is the Director of the Canterbury Museum. (598.54) 


USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 


A DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SCIENTIFIC 
AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH. Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research. H.M. Stationery Office, ts. sF8. Illustrations. Paper bound. 

The Department of Scientific and Industrial Research was established in 1916 to 

promote and organize scientific research, with a view especially to its application to 

trade and industry. This small handbook describes its functions and gives a brief 
account of the National Physical Laboratory, Building Research Station, Chemical 

Research Laboratory, Fire Research Organization, Food Investigation Organization, 

Forest Products Research Laboratory, Fuel Research Station, Geological Survey and 

the Museum of Practical Geology, Hydraulics Research Organization, Mechanical 

Engineering Research Organization, Pest Infestation Laboratory, Radio Research 

Organization, Road Research Laboratory, and Water Pollution Research Laboratory. 
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It concludes with an account of the war activities of the Department, the way in 
which it encourages industrial research, and its relations with the universities. 
(606.142) 
Medicine Surgery Public Health 
THE HOME MEDICAL ENCYCLOPAEDIA. Diocles. Right Way Books 
(Andrew George Elliot, Kingswood, Surrey), 5s. C8. 254 pages. Illustrations. 
Index. 
The author’s aim in this book is twofold: to explain in simple language the more 
common medical labels so that understanding may remove much unnecessary alarm, 
and, secondly, to show the layman what he can do (and also what he must not do) 
before the doctor calls; in an emergency, in a number of trivial complaints or in a case 
that has to be nursed at home he can help himself and the doctor considerably. There 
is a section on healthy living dealing with dict, sleep, exercise, fresh air, and regular 
habits. The main body of the book admirably fulfils the author’s aims, as is seen, for 
example, in the information about taking the temperature and the pulse, bandaging, 
artificial respiration, infection and disinfection, shock and fainting, etc. There is use- 
ful information about quarantine and incubation periods, and two appendices deal 
with the British National Health Service and National Insurance Scheme. (610.3) 


BIOCHEMISTRY IN RELATION TO MEDICINE. C. W. Carter and 
R. H. S. Thompson. Longmans, Green, 25s. IC8. 453 pages. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This book, designed for medical students, narrows down the large field of bio- 

chemistry to that part which is significant in medicine. The biological functions of the 

chemical reactions of carbohydrates, lipides, and proteins are stressed and both the 
theoretical and practical work on these three sections is presented. The authors, who 
are lecturer in biochemistry at Oxford University and Professor of Chemical Patho- 
logy at Guy’s Hospital, London, respectively, hope that this intermingling of descrip- 
tions of experiments with the theory will prevent the unfortunate tendency to dis- 
sociate the practical work of the laboratory from the theoretical knowledge of the 
lecture room. The theoretical discussion is supplemented by an extensive but select 
bibliography of original papers. (612.015) 


REPORT OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
31ST MARCH, 1948. Including the Report of the Chief Medical 
Officer on the State of the Public Health for the Year ended 31st Decem- 
ber, 1947. Ministry of Health. H.M. Stationery Office, ss. sR8. 291 pages. 
Tables. Paper bound. (Command Paper 7734) 

Part I of this annual report is divided into two sections. The first contains the report of 

Sir Wilson Jameson, the Chief Medical Officer to the Ministry of Health for 1947. The 

statistical and epidemiological reviews are given, and amongst other reports are those 

of the public health laboratory service, maternal and child care, and hospital and 
nursing services. The second section deals with the general work of the Ministry and 
includes an account of the preparations made for the introduction of the National 

Health Service which was inaugurated on 5 July 1948. For the first time the Report 

includes a chapter on Mental Health formerly contained in the Annual Report of the 

Board of Control. This is a result of the formation of the Mental Health Division 

under the National Health Service Act. Part II deals with Housing, Local Government, 

Sewage, Public Assistance, etc. (614.0942) 
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THE INVESTIGATION OF ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION. A Report on 
Observations in the 5 Years ended 31st March, 1944. Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. sR8. 
131 pages. Charts. Tables. 

In 1927 the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research accepted responsibility 

for co-ordinating local observations of atmospheric pollution, for carrying out 

research into the nature of the pollution, and for pursuing the best methods of measure- 
ment. A Standing Conference of Co-operating Bodies was set up and the present 

volume, in addition to the data collected during the five years ended 31 March 1944, 

and the report of the Superintendent of Observations thereon, contains the report 

made by this Conference. (614.7) 


REPORT OF THE FIRE RESEARCH BOARD: WITH THE REPORT OF 
THE DIRECTOR OF FIRE RESEARCH FOR THE YEAR 1948. Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research and Fire Offices’ Committee. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. sR8. 34 pages. Illustrations. Index. Paper bound. 

The report covers studies of outbreaks of fire; initiation, growth, and suppression of 

fire; the behaviour of materials in fires; structural aspects of fires in buildings; special 

fire hazards; and fire-fighting equipment, and technique. The report does not describe 
in detail the experiments made but enumerates the various types of tests carried out. 

There is also a note on the interchange of technical information on fire protection 

between Great Britain and a number of other countries. (614.84) 


TEXTBOOK OF BACTERIOLOGY. tIith edition of Muir and Ritchie’s 
‘Manual’. C. H. Browning and T. J. Mackie. Oxford University Press, 
sos. sR8. 917 pages. Illustrations. Appendix. Bibliography. Index. 

Since the publication of the previous edition of Muir and Ritchie eleven years ago, 

advances in bacteriology have been so numerous and wide in extent that the old 

format has been altered to allow of their inclusion and to preserve the original treat- 
ment, to which in the past the book has owed its popularity. As the page is now larger 
and the proportion of small type has been reduced, the book is pleasanter to read than 
formerly. Each section gives a critical survey of recent knowledge, besides the funda- 
mental information provided by laboratory and clinical investigations. Infections of 
animals are included although the emphasis is placed on micro-organisms responsible 
for disease in man. Dr. Cranston Low contributes the chapter on Pathogenic Fungi, 
and those on Viruses and Chemotherapy are enlarged. The section on general labora- 
tory methods now forms the appendix. There is a valuable bibliography. _ (616.01) 


VARICOSE VEINS. R. Rowden Foote. Butterworth, 32s.6d. sSuR8. 
242 pages. Illustrations. 2 coloured plates. References. Index. 

The only book published in Great Britain on varicose veins. The author is Honorary 

Surgeon in Charge of the Varicose Vein Department, Harrow Hospital, and here he 

discusses matters that, from his experience, he considers to be of general practical use, 


and includes a fascinating chapter on Historical Landmarks in the Treatment of 


Varicose Veins, from which it is possible to assess advances in modern therapy. Salient 
facts in treatment are stressed, the organization of a varicose vein clinic is described, 
and a glossary gives information on manufacturers of products discussed in the 
manual, (616.14) 
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OPHTHALMIC MEDICINE. J. H. Doggart. Churchill, 32s. M8. 339 pages. 

Illustrations (including 28 coloured plates). Diagrams. References. Index, 
When the author, who is Ophthalmic Surgeon at the Hospital for Sick Children, 
Great Ormond Street, London, was asked either to revise the 1925 edition of Foster 
Moore’s Ophthalmology or to write a new book, he chose the latter course in view of 
the many developments in this subject during the past twenty-four years. The book, 
which emphasizes the link between the eye and the other parts of the body, includes 
the latest work on medical ophthalmology, but surgical technique, therapeutic details, 
and the science of preventive ophthalmology have been omitted. Workers in this field 
of medicine will find the book, which is well produced and illustrated, valuable for 
everyday use. (617.7) 


MODERN PRACTICE IN OPHTHALMOLOGY, 1949. Edited by H. B. 
Stallard. Butterworth, 65s. sSuR8. 545 pages. Illustrations. Coloured plates. 
References. Appendix. Index. (Modern Practice Series) 

The editor, who is Surgeon to the Moorfields, Westminster and Central Eye Hospital, 

London, has assembled valuable contributions by distinguished specialists on the various 

aspects of ophthalmology. Intended as a guide to the general practitioner who has to 

deal with a case without the advice of a consultant or who bears partial responsibility 
for treatment, the work is practical in scope. For the reader wishing for further 
information, selected references are provided at the end of the sections. Besides the 
chapters on anatomy, physiology and pathology, diseases of various parts of the eye, 
injuries and refractive errors and surgical operations, one is included on tropical 
ophthalmology. The appendix gives standards of vision in the services. Among the 
contributors are Mr. J. Bruce Hamilton of Tasmania, and Dr. J. V. V. Nicholls, Con- 

sultant in Ophthalmology, Royal Canadian Air Force. (617.7) 

Engineering 

NEWNES ENGINEER'S REFERENCE BOOK. Edited by F. C. Camm. 3rd 
edition, revised and enlarged. George Newnes, 45s. C8. 1,608 pages. Illus- 
trations. Index. 

The author has written and edited numerous works on a variety of engincering topics 

and is also the editor of several technical journals. He is therefore in an ideal position 

to collect a wide range of engineering information. This has been most admirably 
achieved in the third edition of this work, which is a thorough revision of the second 
edition. Some three hundred pages have been added. The book contains substantial 
chapters on time and motion study, estimating, costing, and related subjects, and 
comprehensive enginecring data. Although detailed treatment cannot be given to 
each subject within the scope of an engineering work of this nature, sufficient in- 
formation is provided to form an adequate outline. (620) 


LOCOMOTIVE PRACTICE AND PERFORMANCE IN THE TWENTIETH 
CENTURY. Cecil J. Allen. Heffer (Cambridge), 21s. D8. 318 pages. 
155 illustrations. 30 tables. 

A brief description of locomotive development since 1900 and an authoritative survey 

of recent performance, both in Great Britain and abroad. It summarizes the achieve- 

ments of the steam locomotive at a time when this form of motive power is being 
seriously challenged by the electric and the diesel locomotive. The behaviour of the 
most recent locomotives built by the four main-line companies now merged in 
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British Railways is recorded. The author spent many years in the service of one of the 
former main-line railways and achieved an international reputation for the careful 
recording of locomotive running performance. The book can be regarded as com- 
pletely authoritative although mainly intended for the general reader. (621.13) 


NEWNES ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS—Covering the Syllabus of the 
Associate Membership Examination of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. Edited by E. Molloy. 2nd edition, revised and enlarged. 
George Newnes, 15s. C8. 544 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

A very useful book for the practising electrical engineer. It was first published in 1945 

and the new edition covers the most recent developments to date. It contains sec- 

tions on electric motors and motor control, rectifiers and convertors, wiring, illumina- 
tion, power factor correction, heating, ventilation and air conditioning, welding, 
batteries and electro-chemical processes, lifting and conveying, electric furnaces and 
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high frequency heating, electricity rules and regulations and supply data. (621.3) 


GUIDED MISSILES. The Evolution and Principles of Guided and Directed 
Missiles for Military and Peaceful Purposes. A. R. Weyl. Temple Press, 
7s.6d. D8. 147 pages. 21 illustrations. 30 diagrams. 3 appendices. 

Guided missiles, the weapons of the future, became widely known when the V-1 

(Vergeltung 1) and the V-2 bombarded London and southern England during the 

later stages of the 1939-45 war. In this book the author begins with an explanation of 

the principles and constituents of guided missiles and a short account of their origins. 

He then deals with the development of operational robot aircraft and long-range 

rockets, and the smaller types of guided missiles. The study concludes with a survey of 

effort and methods of the present and future, with a short note about defence against 
robot aggressors. ‘ea 


A BOOK OF MODEL RAILWAYS. P. R. Wickham. Percival Marshall, 15s. 
sC8. 304 pages. Photographs. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
This book, parts of which have appeared in the magazine Modern Railway Con- 
struction, gives a clear account of model railway engineering and stresses its importance 
as a hobby and its significance from the historical point of view. A history of British 
railways and the changes in locomotive design and practice can be formed from models, 
and it is also shown that they have often played a useful part in the practical planning 
of mechanical operations in war and in peacetime. The volume covers planning and 
lay-out, trackwork and civil engineering, locomotive power, control and signalling, 
rolling stock, stations and scenic setting. Information on American practice is also 
given. (625) 


THE REACTION OF OXYGEN WITH TAR o1ts. E. J. Dickinson and 
J. H. Nicholas for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research: 
Road Research Laboratory. H.M. Stationery Office, 9d. sR8. 27 pages. 
Diagrams. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Road Research Technical Paper, 
No. 16) 

The Road Research Laboratory is a Government organization for studying problems 

that arise in designing, building and maintaining public highways. The investigation 

described in this pamphlet is part of a research aimed at developing methods of 
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increasing the durability of road tars, the study of the oxidation of tar oils being 
divided into three parts: the kinetics of the absorption of oxygen at atmospheric 
pressure and 65°C.; the products of the reaction at 65°C.; the effect of temperature and 
pressure of oxygen on the reaction. All the experimental methods used are described 
in an appendix. (625.75) 


THE MOTOR MANUAL. A Practical Handbook dealing with the Working 
Principles, Construction, Maintenance and Economic Running of the 
Motorcar, together with a Chapter on the Law as it affects Motorists. 
Compiled by the Staff of The Motor. 33rd edition. The Motor: Temple 
Press, 5s. C8. 274 pages. Index. 

This work is well known to all interested in the maintenance of motor vehicles. 

Intended primarily for the owner-driver, it describes the mechanism of the motor-car, 

including the power unit, and does not demand a wide knowledge of engineering 

from the reader. Detailed maintenance instructions are not given, but the principles of 

operation are well described and clearly illustrated. The book should also prove a 

useful introduction to the subject for young apprentices in the motor industry. (629.2) 


Agriculture Rural Life 

NDE MMAD®O BI N’O NS MARA MBA DE N’ENGLAND. British Council: 
Longmans, Green, 6d. sF4. 30 pages. Illustrated. Paper bound. (The British 
People: How They Live and Work) 

The Igbo edition ot ge | ‘illagers, an illustrated pamphlet with a descriptive text. 

Laycock, a village in Wiltshire of some 800 people, has been chosen as a 

typical example of the vill ages of England, and the pamphlet describes, in very simple 


language, he activities of the village and some of its inhabitants, such as the craftsmen, 
the Chairman of the Parish Council, the local landowner, etc. (630.1) 


SEVENTY MILES FROM A LEMON. Haydie Yates. Hammond, Hammond, 
10s.6d. D8. 199 pages. 
The story of two people who had the courage of their convictions, who turned their 
backs on New York and made for Wyoming, where they settled down seventy miles 
from the nearest town, built their own cabin in a race against the winter, raised cattle, 
managed to find time to run a newspaper, and generally worked like slaves. It is a 
book that never loses the sense of adventure, and it is full of good portraits of real 
individuals. (630.1) 


A HISTORY OF ENGLISH FARMING. C. S. Orwin. Thomas Nelson, 8s.6d. 

C8. 152 pages. 24 plates. Bibliography. Index. (Nelson’s Agricultural Series) 
This book comes from the pen of one of Britain’s best-known authorities on agri- 
cultural history and economics. As might be expected, the bias is towards the economic 
development of the subject, and the four sections into which the book is divided deal 
with Subsistence Farming; Farming for Profit; Farming in Competition; and The 
Partners in Farming. How these stages have succeeded one another through the 
centuries is clearly shown, and the bibliography is also usefully divided under chapter 
headings. This is a well-written and well-produced book, the study of which should 
do much to provide those overseas with some of the clues to the reasons for the extra- 
ordinary developments in agriculture which Britain has been able to make within the 
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last few years. That these are largely due to the long and slow growth of a great 
tradition in farming, developing gradually along democratic lines, is here clearly made 
evident. (630.942) 


AGRICULTURAL QUESTIONS OF MALAYA. E.H.G. Dobby. Cambridge 
University Press, 1s.6d. D8. 39 pages. Map. Diagram. Paper bound. 
(Malayan Questions) 

This useful pamphlet is one of the first of a new series edited by Dr. E. H. G. Dobby, 

Professor of Geography at Raffles College, Singapore. Each will be written by a 

resident in Malaya and each is designed to provide the student of contemporary affairs 

with factual information, in the form of question and answer, on the subject dealt 

with. (630.9594) 


THE STORY OF SPROWSTON MILL. H. C. Harrison. Phoenix House, 
12s.6d. D8. 119 pages. 14 illustrations. Glossary. 
This little book deals with a type of agricultural practice fast dying out in Britain— 
the use of the windmill—and is written by a son of one of the last of the old millers. 
The mill described was worked by the author’s family for over 150 years, until its 
destruction by fire in 1933. The reader is introduced to all parts of this mill, in a per- 
sonal and informal manner only possible when, as in this case, the author has grown up 
in and lived with the ‘machinery’ about which he writes. Good drawings explain the 
details of construction and working, and the book should do much to provide a record 
of old-time milling, as well as to encourage preservatica of the few millsthat remain. 
(631.3714) 
THE STUDENTS HANDBOOK TO FERTILIZERS AND SOILS. L. T. Lowe. 
Edited by G. H. Purvis. Revised and enlarged edition. Littlebury (Worces- 
ter), 8s.6d. D8. 111 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Glossary. Indexes. 
This new edition of a volume in a well-known series of text-books has been revised, 
enlarged, and brought up to date. The latest ideas on the subject are now incorporated, 
and many agriculturists who have never been students of the subject in the academic 
sense will find this a useful book of reference and instruction. The need for a know- 
ledge of the scientific bases of agriculture is more than ever necessary for everyone 
engaged in the industry, and this clear and simple volume will be in demand by students 
of every age and climate. Especially useful are the glossary, the notes on some of the 
commoner soil-science terms, such as ‘pH’, and the indexes to the various separate 
branches of the subject. (631.4) 


PLOUGHMAN S WISDOM. Norman Carew. Faber & Faber, 15s. D8. 
167 pages. 12 plates. 6 drawings. Index. 


This book, by a sugar-cane grower from Fiji, is in some respects a reply to Edward 
Faulkner’s Ploughman’s Folly, in which the policy of ploughing as a basis for agricul- 
ture was attacked. The author here goes into the whole theory of the plough, and, 
backing his ideas by an interesting series of experiments, sets out to demonstrate that 
deep ploughing, rather than no ploughing at all, is one way to success in crop hus- 
bandry. That his results and conclusions will not suit all soils and parts of the world is 
emphasized in the preface by Dr. Brade-Birks, who pays tribute to the enterprise and 
careful experimentation of the author. The present intensification of the study of 
agriculture’s fundamental scientific bases gives this book the more value as an original 
and entertaining study. (631.512) 
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GOOD CONTROL OF PLANT DISEASES. H. H. Glasscock. English 
Universities Press, 4s.6d. C8. 180 pages. 23 drawings. Bibliography. Index. 
(Teach Yourself Farming Books) 

This addition to the Teach Yourself Farming series covers diseases affecting all types of 

farm and garden crops. Pointing out that much of the damage attributed to insects 

and other pests is often the result of fungal and virus diseases, the author gives a brief 
introductory discussion of these and other plant pathogens before dealing with the 
diseases themselves. These are arranged according to the crop attacked, a feature which 
is of practical value; root crops, cereals, fruits hard and soft are all dealt with. There are 
chapters on contr« 1 and on nutritional disorders, a good index and a short bibliography. 

(632) 

FUNGI AND PLANT DISEASES. B. B. Mundkur. Macmillan, 16s. D8. 
156 pages. 130 illustrations. Bibliographies. Index. 

This book on plant pathology, written primarily for students in India and neighbour- 

ing countries, will be widely welcomed throughout the tropical zone, since almost all 

works on the subject have previously had a bias towards the diseases of temperate zone 

crops. The author, a member of the Division of Plant Diseases at New Delhi, makes a 

very complete survey of his subject, although treatment of specific details is of neces- 

sity brief. The nature of the fungi and other pathogens is discussed, with a valuable 
chapter on classification, while a large number of the major diseases are also described. 

Bacterial diseases and virus infections have separate chapters, and there is a final one on 

control. Each chapter has a short bibliography, a useful feature in such a general 

survey as this. (632) 


SUPPRESSION OF WEEDS BY FERTILIZERS AND CHEMICALS. H. et 
Long and W. E. Brenchley. 3rd edition. Crosby Lockwood, 7s.6d. D8. 
108 pages. 16 plates. Appendix. Glossary. 

The publication of a third edition of this useful book indicates its value, and under 

modern conditions, where every means must be sought of increasing agricultural 

productivity, it is more than ever important. Moreover, recent advances have led to 
the production of new types of weed-killer based on ‘growth-promoting’ substances, 
and it is in a new chapter dealing with these that the present edition differs chiefly 
from its predecessors. Other chapters deal with all the substances now used for weed- 
killing, and it is worth noting that only those which have been well and thoroughly 
tested in the field are here recommended. There is an appendix on selective weed 
control by Prof. G. E. Blackman, and a glossary of common and scientific names of 
weeds will be especially useful to overseas readers. (632.58) 


GARDEN WEEDS AND THEIR CONTROL. Stanley B. Whitehead. Dent, 
7s.6d. C8. 160 pages. 30 drawings. References. Index. 
This little book will be welcomed by every gardener who suffers from weeds— 
which means every gardener in almost every part of the world. Its chapters deal with 
the various methods of weed control, and describe ways of dealing with typically 
pernicious species. More especially, however, the author is concerned to show that by 
using modern methods the time wasted on the old laborious digging and hoeing can 
be saved. Biological control, the use of chemicals, methods of cultivation, etc. are all 
described, while water weeds and those infesting lawns have chapters of their own. 
This is a handy, well-printed and useful little book, with sufficient facts and figures to 
enable the reader to use it as a practical handbook. (632.58) 
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GALL MIDGES OF ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE. VOL. VI: MISCEL- 
LANEOUS crops. H. F. Barnes. Crosby Lockwood, 15s. D8. 229 pages. 
14 plates. Bibliography. Appendix. Indexes. 

This new volume in Dr. Barnes’s great monograph on the Gall Midges will be of 

especial interest overseas, since it covers a very wide variety of miscellaneous crops, 

such as coffee, cocoa, tea-plants of many genera, as well as oil-seed and fibre and 
rubber crops. The arrangement is that adopted in the earlier volumes, with a short 
preface—in this instance, the value and importance of the crops whose midges are 
dealt with in this book is the special subject discussed—followed by chapters dealing 
with the midges attacking the various types of crop plant. A whole section is devoted 
to the gall midges of basket willows, on which a good deal of research has been done in 

Britain. There is the usual copious reference list, an appendix deals with chemotropism 

among insects, and there are indexes of plant and insect names as in the previous 

volumes, whose high standard of erudition and production is here well maintained. 

(632.79) 


THE HISTORY AND SOCIAL INFLUENCE OF THE POTATO. R. N. 
Salaman. Cambridge University Press, 50s. 709 pages. Over 100 illustrations. 
Maps. Bibliography. Appendices. Index. 

It would be difficult to imagine a more thorough survey of any such subject than this, 

while the angle from which it is written—that of the sociological significance of a 

typical staple crop of large areas of the world—makes it a topical as well as a classic 

work. It begins with a study of the position of the potato in its native Andean foothills, 
containing much fascinating detail on its archaeological record, and illustrated with 
many remarkable photographs. From its introduction to Europe, a series of chapters 
deal with its gradual acceptance as the major article of diet of large areas, with, in- 
evitably, especial reference to Ireland. The whole terrible story of the problems of that 
country, once it depended for its diet on this single species, is then unfolded, its 
sociological and political details discussed. The story of the potato in Scotland follows, 
and the effects of introduction of the plant in some typical isolated areas are then 
described. The final chapters deal with the value of the potato to industry, and under 
wartime conditions, while mechanization is also described. A number of appendices 
amplify the details given in many of the chapters; there is an exhaustive bibliography 
and a full index. Although this book deals almost solely with the development of 
potato culture, and its effects, in the British Isles, it is a sociological study of the first 
importance, the more so because of the modern tendency to rely on a single crop—be 
it wheat, potatoes, or rice—as the staple dict for the inhabitants of vast areas of the 
earth’s surface. It will be widely read in every country and must be regarded as a 
vitally important book. (635.21) 


SPECIFICATIONS AND METHODS OF ANALYSIS FOR’ CERTAIN 
INSECTICIDES AND FUNGICIDES. Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.3d. sR8. 64 pages. Appendix. Paper 
bound. (Technical Bulletin No. 1) 

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Bulletins Nos. 82 (revised) and 122 have been 

here amalgamated and new material has been added in an attempt to further the 

standardization of insecticides and fungicides. The specifications and methods have 
been accepted by the Ministry, the Government Chemist, and the manufacturers, and 
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have been used as the basis for the approval of proprietary products under the 
Ministry’s voluntary approval scheme. The specifications are not intended to be buy- 
ing specifications for the ingredients used in the compound materials; they relate 
solely to the manufactured products. The insecticides and fungicides dealt with are: 
Copper Sulphate, I )initro-ortho-cresol-petroleum Oil Winter Washes, Formaldehyde, 
Lead Arsenic, Lime Sulphur Solution, Metaldehyde, Nicotine, Nicotine Sulphate, 
Paris Green, Petroleum Oil Washes, Tar Oil Washes, Tar-petroleum Oil Washes. 
(632.95) 
RHUBARB. Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 3rd edition. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1s. sR8. 35 pages. 6 plates. 6 illustrations in text. Paper 
bound. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Bulletin No. 113) 
A third edition of a popular brochure, which gives, in brief, much information on how 
to grow rhubarb, both the outdoor and forced varieties, together with instruction; 
for grading, packing and marketing. The species of rhubarb are also described, giving 
a note of the date when the fruit should be ready for use. Information is also supplied 
on the diseases and pests to which this plant is subject. (635.48) 


Fishing 

REPORT OF THE FISHERIES OF SCOTLAND, 1939-1948. Scottish 
Jome Department. H.M. Stationery Office (Edinburgh), 2s. sR8. 113 pages. 
Appendices. Paper bound. (Command Paper 7726) 

This report on the Scottish Fisheries is designed to trace the course of the fisheries 

during the period and covers: The Fishermen; The Fishing Fleet; Herring; White 

Fish; Shell Fisheries; Patrol and Regulation of Fishing; Scientific Investigations; 

Salmon Fisheries; and Harbours. The appendices include a list of annual close times 

applicable to the salmon rivers in Scotland. (639.2) 


Domestic Science 


101 THINGS FOR THE HOUSEWIFE TO DO. A Practical Handbook for 
the Home. Lillie B. and Arthur C. Horth. 2nd edition. Batsford, 7s.6d. C8. 
224 pages. 2 coloured plates. Illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 

A series of household hints, each one occupying a page with an illustration facing it. 

The information is not so well arranged as it might be, but it is extensive in range, and 

the practical instructions are easy to follow. The subjects treated include the choice of 

furniture, furnishing fabrics and their design, house cleaning and running repairs, 

interior decorating, making simple toys, first aid and physical culture. (640.2) 


THE COOKIN’ WOMAN. Irish Country Recipes and Others. Florence 
Irwin. Introduction by St. John Ervine. Oliver & Boyd, 9s.6d. sD8. 
239 pages. Index. 

This fascinating volume of recipes, intended to please as well as to nourish, is garnished 

with a spice of autobiography from forty years’ experience of learning and teaching 

cookery in the by-ways of Ircland. Few of the recipes are extravagant and all can be 
adapted to the present-day scarcity of ingredients. Miss Irwin describes numerous 
ways of cooking simple dishes and covers soups, gravies and sauces, fish, meat, vege- 
tables and salads, sweets hot and cold, cheese and egg dishes, cakes, sweetmeats, 
cookery for invalids and the convalescent, jam-making and pickling, sea vegetables 
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and oatmeal, and Irish country recipes for fast and feast days. Miscellaneous anecdotes, 
and sections on old cookery books and useful household hints complete the volume, 
which provides absorbing reading as well as practical help and advice. St. John Ervine, 
the noted Irish playwright and novelist, contributes a characteristic introduction, de- 
ploring the debased palate of the present day and emphasizing the importance of 
civilized eating. (641.59415) 


Hotels 


MY THREE INNS. John Fothergill. Chatto & Windus, tos.6d. L.Post 8. 
242 pages. 8 illustrations. Line drawings in text. 
Mr. Fothergill’s three inns, all transformed by him into houses of refreshment to mind 
as well as to body, have been The Spreadeagle at Thame, The Royal Hotel at Ascot, and 
finally The Three Swans at Market Harborough, where he now reigns. In his new 
book he has collected what he considers to be the best in his earlier books (An Inn- 
keeper’s Diary and Confessions of an Innkeeper) and has added a long new section cover- 
ing his wartime experiences at The Three Swans. Age has not blurred the edge of his 
wit, and his felicitous jokes appear to flow faster than ever; but what makes his books 
so memorable is the fact that far from being mere records of entertainment, they give 
a concrete idea of the practical problems of innkeeping. These are often disconcerting, 
even to such an original and determined man as Mr. Fothergill, but he has so far 
weathered them all. (647.94) 


Business Printing 


THE DIRECTORY OF DIRECTORS, 1949. 7oth yearly issue. Thomas 
Skinner, 40s. R8. 769 pages. 
A list of directors of all the principal limited companies of the United Kingdom and 
of a large number of private companies, with the names of the companies in which 
they are concerned, and their other business connections. It contains a large number of 
additions and alterations to the previous issue, as the year 1948 saw continued activity 
in the registration of companies. The names included now total 35,000. The Directory 
is arranged in one alphabetical sequence under the names of the directors. (650.58) 


THE SCOTTISH TRADITION IN PRINTED BOOKS. William Beattie. 
Thomas Nelson, 2s.6d. IF8. 8 pages. 20 plates. List of illustrations. 
The art of the book is governed by certain fundamental principles of design, but a 
trained eye can distinguish national or local characteristics in the way a page of type 
is set up or in the style of illustration. Such visual knowledge is best obtained by 
examining the books themselves or good reproductions, rather than by reading books 
about books. In this pamphlet, sponsored by the Saltire Society, Edinburgh, twenty 
examples of typography, illustration and decoration from Scottish books printed 
between 1540-1863 have been admirably selected and introduced by the Keeper of 
Printed Books in the National Library of Scotland. His examples range from Thomas 
Bassandyne’s French civilité type of 1571 to the eighteenth-century Greek type of the 
Foulis Press at Glasgow, and the modern-face of James Ballantyne, 1805. If Scottish 
book illustration lacks a clearly defined tradition, David Allen’s aquatints for The 
Gentle Shepherd (1796), one of which is here reproduced, show what an accomplished 
artist working in a vernacular idiom may achieve. (655.141) 
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BRITISH EMPIRE TRADES INDEX, 1949. Business Dictionaries, 30s. 
D8. 1,000 pages. 
A completely revised issue of this annual trade index, which is now in its twentieth 
year. Trade particulars are given of over 65,000 business firms, and these are classified 
under 3,500 trades. The Index is of great value not only to directors, sales managers, 
outdoor representatives and buying departments for checking and tracing addresses 
and for the location of new sources of supply, but also to proprietors of small 
hers who wish to find business addresses, to check changes of address, 
ne numbers and telegraphic addresses. (658.058) 


businesses and ot 


and to verify teleph« 


MODERN PUBLICITY, 1949. Art and Industry Annual of International 
Advertising Art. Edited by Frank A. Mercer and Charles Rosner. Studio 
Publications, 30s. M4. 130 pages. Over 500 illustrations in colour and black 
and white. Index. 

The editors consider that, on the average, the standard of advertising art is low and 

that it is not improving. The issue of this handsome reference book containing care- 

fully selected examples of work of high quality (collected from twenty-seven coun- 
tries) is therefore both timely and salutary. The illustrations, grouped under the 
headings Commercial, Travel, and Cultural and Social, demonstrate advertising in all 
its variety—press advertising, posters, booklets, calendars, theatre advertising, show- 
cards, labels, trade marks, etc. The editors’ sensible foreword is translated into French, 

German and Spanish. There are intelligent commentaries analysing the contents from 

various points of view: from Douglas Wilson, the advertiser’s viewpoint; from Jack 

Beddington, the agent’s; from Hans Schleger, the artist’s; and from Stanley Morison, 

the printer’s. (659.13) 


Chemic Technology 


A HISTORY OF CHEMISTRY IN CANADA. Compiled by C. J. S. 
Warrington and R. V. V. Nicholls for the Chemical Institute of Canada. 
Pitman (Toronto, Canada), $4.50. sR8. 502 pages. Illustrations. Sketch maps. 
Index. 

This is a general history of the teaching and application of chemistry in Canada from 

1674, when the production of potash and wood ashes was first established, up to the 

recent discovery (early in 1949) of oil at Golden Spike, near the Leduc area, Alberta. 

It is a monumental work, with the compilers doing a splendid job of rewriting and 

co-ordinating material supplied by specialists in the various branches of the industry. 

The division of the subject matter by source material or method of production, the 

outlines of chemistry and public services, of chemical institutions and journals and of 

chemistry and chemical engineering education available in the schools, colleges and 
universities makes the book easy to use as a source of definite information. Even though 
every page is full of information, as a result of extensive research, this authoritative 
work makes fascinating reading even for a non-chemist. The two-columned six-page 
index is a valuable asset to the quick reference value of the book. (660.971) 
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A HISTORY OF FIREWORKS. Alan St. H. Brock. Harrap, 21s. R8. 
280 pages. 8 plates in colour; 32 in monochrome; line illustrations in 
text. Bibliography. Appendices. Index. 

By coincidence, the first recorded Brock pyrotechnist, who was born in the seven- 

teenth century, died on 5 November 1720, the day of the year dedicated by long 

tradition to fireworks and the burning in effigy of Guy F ma bs s, the man who tried ¢ 
blow up James I’s Parliament. But just how much more than this there is to the matt 
of fireworks is explained in this book by the original Brock’s direct descendant. His is, 
in fact, a standard work, covering the eastern as well as the western world from th 
seventh century onwards, and illuminating—in the fullest sense of that apt word—n 
only the history but the practice, the ingredients and the possibilities of the firework in 
peace and war. It is a serious but by no means a solemn book, and one which has the 
great advantage of being written with inside and hereditary knowledge of one of the 
more joyous industries. (662.09) 


THE PETROLEUM CHEMICALS INDUSTRY. Richard Frank Goldstein. 
Foreword by Sir Robert Robinson. Edited by H. M. Bunbury. Spon, 63s. 
R8. 449 pages. 46 charts. (Industrial Chemistry Series) 

There can be little doubt in the minds of most chemists today of the valuable con- 

tribution the petroleum chemicals industry will make to Britain’s economic recovery, 

and Dr. Goldstein’s book thus appears at a most opportune moment. Although thie 

manufacture of aromatic hydrocarbons from petrole um is dealt with, the book i 

predominantly concerned with the oliphatic compounds. In addition to a detailed 

study of the chemistry of these materials, Dr. Goldstein has included many valuabl 


statistical tables giving production figures in various countrics. (665.5 


GLASS IN ANTIQUITY. Frederic Neuburg. Translated from the German 
by R. J. Charleston. Art Trade Press, 30s. C4. 72 pages. 115 collotype illus- 
trations. Bibliography. Index. 

This book for the specialist traces the evolution of the craft of glass-making in ancicnt 

Egypt, Greece, Rome, Syria, Palestine and Byzantium up to the ninth century A.D. 

The treatment of technological data, including materials used in the making of glass 

and the cause of iridescence, is very full, but the book may be enjoyed also for its 

numerous illustrations of the finest examples of ancient glass chosen from museums 
throughout the world. The author has pe sa ancient and E uropean glass for many 

years and writes from first-hand knowledge of his subject. (666.1) 


Metallurgy 
PROGRESS IN METAL PHYSICS. Edited by Bruce Chalmers. Butterworth, 
458. R8. 464 pages. 39 plates. 141 line illustrations. Bibliography. 


The first volume of an annual series reviewing progress in various branches of metal 


physics and physical metallurgy. It is intended that this series shall discuss subjects of 


current interest rather than review yearly the whole ficld. This volume contains 
chapters on the progress in the theory of alloys, the yon’ of dislocations, crystal 
boundaries, age-h: arcening, hardening response of steel, preferred orientation in non- 
ferrous metals and diffusion of metals. E ach chapter is written by a specialist and the 

volume is edited by the Professor of Metallurgical E ngineering of Toronto University. 
Comprehensive lists of refcrences are appended to each ch: upter. (669) 
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METALS REFERENCE BOOK. Edited by Colin J. Smithells. Butterworth, 
6os. R8. 720 pages. Diagrams. 
A comprehensive collection of data on metallurgy and metal physics presented, 
wherever possible, in tabular or diagrammatic form. A very wide field is covered, and 
among the sections there are chapters devoted to constants of general and nuclear 
physics, X-ray crystallography, geochemistry, equilibrium diagrams, thermodyna- 
mical data, mechanical testing and properties, lubricants, refractories and fuels. General 
information such as first aid, conversion tables and mathematical formulae are also 
included. The editor is Director of Research, British Aluminium Co. Ltd., and a well- 
known authority on metallurgy. (669) 


Manufactures: Wood 
WOOD SPECIMENS. 100 Reproductions in Colour. Text by H. A. Cox. 
‘Wood’: Nema Press, 42s. sFfol. 220 pages including 100 plates. Endpaper 
maps. Index. 
For a considerable period the distinguished monthly periodical Wood has featured a 
specimen plate in colour of decorative and constructional timbers. A selection of 100 
of them, covering wood from many countries, has now been bound together to form 
an invaluable reference book for all who are seriously concerned with wood in its 
design and constructional uses. Each plate, which is true in colour and grain markings, 
is reproduced with a full descriptive annotation by H. A. Cox, a well-known expert, 
who also writes the introduction. The nomenclature of commercial timbers drawn up 
by the British Standards Institution is used throughout. The very high standard of 
production reflects the greatest credit on the publishers. (674) 


FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 


ART STUDENT'S ENCYCLOPEDIA. Arthur Zaidenberg. W. H. Allen, 20s. 
C4. 320 pages. Illustrations. 

An alphabetical reference work and dictionary to the arts, with many cross-references 

so that the student may easily find any information required. Subjects such as anatomy, 


still-life drawing, and composition, are fully explained; and every technique involved 
in the artist’s work, e.g. etching, line drawing, woodcuts, and water-colours, as well 
as the artist’s many tools, are described in words and pictures. The encyclopedia also 


explains simply the meaning and objectives of the various schools of art: realism, 
cubism, expressionism, etc. The encyclopedia is recommended for the beginner, to 
whom it offers clear and full information on the subjects covered. The author, who 
has also written the popular work Anyone Can Draw, has himself partly illustrated this 
book, and there are in addition many reproductions from the great masters. (703) 


Architecture 

TREASURE IN THE CARIBBEAN. A First Study of Georgian Buildings in 
the British West Indies. A. W. Acworth. Pleiades Books, 12s.6d. F4. 48 pages. 
Frontispiece and 60 photographs. Plan. 

The author was sent to the British West Indies on a timely mission to find and study 

the surviving remains of Georgian architecture in the British colonies; and this 

attractively produced, well-illustrated volume is a ‘first study’ of what he found. The 

account is succinct but comprehensive; the author’s summary of how the Georgian 

style was carried by British colonists to the islands of the Antilles—fortunately in the 
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heyday of Georgian architecture—and how in each island it found its own charac- 
teristic form of development, governed by climate, political conditions, available 
building materials, and so forth, is well comprehended and lucidly set out. Mr. 
Acworth in his tour was not allowed to miss much of what he had come to seek, well 
advised as he was by the local experts; and he rightly notices not only impressive public 
buildings but the frame houses of humbler citizens. (724.14207) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO GEORGIAN ARCHITECTURE. A. E. Richardson. 
Art & Technics, 25s. sC4. 256 pages including plates. Drawings. Indexes. 
(Introduction to Architecture) 


Professor Richardson, scholar, practising architect, and personification of the classic 


tradition, is an admirable choice to introduce Georgian architecture to intelligent 
readers. The book follows the general lines of others in this useful series but is con- 
siderably more comprehensive. The author discusses the historical background of the 
style, analyses influences and trends, appraises personalities, buildings, and projects, and 
throws fresh light on many neglected aspects of this very important subject. The text 
is embellished with many of his own fine drawings in addition to nearly two hundred 
photographic reproductions. Here is beyond question a book of unusual quality and 
distinction. (724.14207) 


Coins 


MASTERPIECES OF GREEK COINAGE. Essay and Commentary by Charles 
Seltman. Bruno Cassirer (Oxford), 21s. slmp$. 127 pages. $5 plates. Biblio- 
graphy. List of plates. Index. 

Fifty-five coins from the ancient Greek city states are photographed and described in 

this collection. Each coin is reproduced in its actual size, with two or more enlarge- 

ments. The text consists of a general introduction on Greek coins considered as works 
of art rather than as numismatical curios, and a detailed description attached to each 
illustrated coin. These coins are original examples of the work of Greek sculptors 
working in precious stones, gold, silver, and bronze; they typify the individualistic 
spirit of the Greek city states and contain remarkable emblematical and mythological 
devices which are explained in the captions. The author is a University Lecturer in 

Classics in Cambridge University, and a Fellow and Medallist of the Royal Numis- 

matic Society. His last book, Approach to Greek Art, was noted in the February 1949 

issue of British Book News. (737-47) 


Metal Arts Artistic Horology 


ENGLISH DOMESTIC SILVER. Charles Oman. 3rd edition. A. & C. Black, 
15s. D8. 231 pages. 31 plates. 2 figures in the text. List of plates. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. (The Library of English Art) 

This study of English domestic silver, by the Keeper of the Department of Metalwork, 

Victoria and Albert Museum, London, concentrates on the period after the Restora- 

tion of 1660, providing a detailed analysis of types and styles of domestic plate up to 

1830. There are 133 illustrations grouped in thirty-one plates according to type. It is 

thus possible to follow the evolution of spoons, salt-cellars, candlesticks and other 

articles through many decades. The excellent arrangement of these fully annotated 
plates adds greatly to the value of a book distinguished also for a scholarly text. The 
chapters describing types of domestic silver and their historical evolution are con- 
cluded by one on hall-marks, falsifications and heraldic engraving. The latter subject, 
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important for dating plate and establishing ownership, is also of historical and artistic 
interest and has been little studied. This book was first published in 1934, the second 
edition appearing in 1947. The present edition contains eight new pages of illustrations 
mainly illustrating Renaissance and Medieval silver, as well as minor additions and 
corrections in the text. (739.23) 


A CORPUS OF EARLY ANGLO-SAXON GREAT SQUARE-HEADED 
BROOCHES. Compiled by E. Thurlow Leeds. Oxford University Press, 
30s. IM8. 138 pages. 48 pages of plates. Bibliography. Indexes. 

In this volume are assembled photographs of 143 Anglo-Saxon square-headed 

brooches, a corpus of nearly all the known surviving examples. They are introduced 

by a lengthy, scholarly text, which classifies the brooches, discussing their Continental 
origin, style, and regional distribution. This section is followed by a chapter examining 
the inferences which may be drawn from the completed survey, and the text finishes 
with two more chapters on chronology and a gazetteer of the places where brooches 
have been found, their present location and bibliographic references to descriptive 
literature. Written primarily for the archaeological specialist, this book is so well 
arranged that it will also serve as reference book both for the art historian and the 
student of design. In Anglo-Saxon brooches interlaced, zoomorphic pattern may be 
studied in all its astonishing diversity and in most cases the photographs which form so 
valuable a section of this book are sufficiently large to show each detail clearly. The 
author, a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, was formerly Keeper of the Ashmolean 
Museum, Oxford. (739.27) 


THE GRANDFATHER CLOCK. An Archacological and Descriptive Essay 
on the Long-Case Clock. Ernest L. Edwardes. John Sherratt (Altrincham, 
Cheshire), 15s. sC4. 165 pages. 22 plates. Appendices. List of Plates. Index. 

This study, which the author claims to be the first which deals exclusively with the 

popularly termed “Grandfather’ clock, opens with a chapter on horology and the 

precursors of the long-case clock. Subsequent chapters trace the evolution of this type 
of clock from 1660 to 1800, from the point of view both of mechanics and design. There 
are further chapters on particular mechanical devices (such as the “perpetual calendar’), 

dials and hands, cases, and eminent makers. There are also five appendices including a 

glossary and notes on the clocks illustrated. The author, who began his researches for 

this book as a hobby, acknowledges his debt to such authorities as F. J. Britten and 

H. Cescinsky, and has compiled a useful book on one of the most familiar pieces of 

household furniture. (739.3) 


CHATS ON OLD PEWTER. H.J. L. J. Massé. Edited and revised by Ronald 
F, Michaelis. Benn, 12s.6d. IC8. 240 pages. 45 plates. List of illustrations. 
Bibliography. Glossary. Index. (The Chats Series) 

First published in 1911 this work has been extensively revised by Mr. R. F. Michaelis, 

Hon. Librarian of the Society of Pewterer Collectors. The author, Mr. Massé, was a 

pioneer collector of pewter and an early authority on his subject. Although there are 

fuller standard works published since 1911 this book probably forms the best general 
introduction to the study of pewter. The lists of London and Edinburgh pewterers 
have been much extended, an analytical index of their marks, or ‘touch-plates’ is 
provided, the chapter on prices, one of the features of the series, is amended and almost 
all the illustrations are new. As a material for domestic utensils pewter, which is a tin 
alloy to which other metals are added, stands midway in cost between silver and 
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wood, having a long and honourable tradition. Its uses, composition, decoration, care, 
and repair, are fully dealt with in the present work designed both for the collector and 
‘for the increasing number of people interested in beautiful or unusual things’. 
(739-533) 

Drawing Design 
INTERNATIONAL POSTER ANNUAL, 1948-49. Edited by W. H. 

Allner. Pitman, 45s. M4. 178 pages. Illustrations. 

he first issue of an annual which collects in one volume the best posters of the year 
from different countries. It gives a comprehensive picture of international poster art 
and forms a handy reference book and professional manual. The text and captions are 
in English, French and German, and the book presents 749 posters by well-known 
artists of fifteen countries. There are commentaries on the posters of the different 
countries, among them being E. McKnight Kauffer on the United States, Dr. Eugen 
Bauer on Hungary, Fritz Buhler on Switzerland, Dr. E. Holscher on Germany, and 
Jean Picart le Doux on France. Many proposals and hints have been received from 
experts who have often expressed the desire for such a reference book as this. (741.67) 


DUTCH MASTER DRAWINGS OF THE I7TH CENTURY. Selected and 
with an introduction by J. Q. van Regteren Altena. Zwemmer, 10s.6d. 
SuR8. 28 pages. 56 plates. 

From the ‘rich harvest of the seventeenth century’ the compiler has here selected a 

choice group of Dutch seventcenth-century drawings by Rembrandt, Hals, Terborch, 

Metsu, Avercamp, and less well-known artists. The short introduction, which skilfully 

summarizes changing tastes in subject matter during the period, is followed by 

“Notes on the Plates’ which are, in fact, a descriptive catalogue compiled with 

greater care than usual in compilations of this kind. Much biographical detail about the 

artists is included with information about the medium, measurements, and present 
location of the drawings. The soft quality of reproduction, without blurring, adds 

greatly to the enjoyment of the plates. (741.9492) 


DECORATIVE ART, 1949. The Studio Year Book, 1949. Edited by 
Rathbone Holme and Kathleen M. Frost. Studio Publications, 25s. D4. 
144 pages. 16 colour plates. 400 photographs. Plans. Index. 


The latest volume of this annual publication, which made its début in 1906, is mainly 
devoted to a review of domestic design in Europe and America during the previous 
year. It is illustrated with a wide selection from recent \vork in the fields of domestic 
architecture, interior schemes, ceramics, glassware, textiles, silverware, and electrical 
equipment. There is also a section on decoration. R. W. Symonds, an architect and 
scholar, who is a recognized authority on furniture, contributes an introduction to this 
elegantly produced book, which contains sixteen coloured plates and nearly four 
hundred photographs and plans. An index of the architects and designers whose work 
is reproduced is also provided. The general reader and specialist will both find this 
book useful for reference purposes. (745.058) 


DESIGNERS IN BRITAIN. Vol. 2. Compiled by the Society of Industrial 
Artists. Edited by Peter Ray. Allan Wingate, 45s. R4. 292 pages. 900 illus- 
trations. 

This important work on industrial art is issued once every two years. It provides a 

comprehensive review of the work produced by British designers since 1947 in the 


46 


\ SPE 


‘\ SHE 


field of graphic and industrial design. The book is divided into thirty-four sections, 
including furniture, textiles, transport, industrial equipment, posters, periodical and 
magazine illustration, book design and book jackets. The object of the compilers is 
to give a review of the work of British designers and commercial artists in all branches, 
and is not restricted to the work of members of the Society of Industrial Artists. The 
editor is secretary of the Society. (745.2) 


DESIGN FOR PRINT. A Handbook of Design and Reproduction Processes. 
John Brinkley. Sylvan Press, 10s.6d. C8. 175 pages. Numerous illustrations 
(7 in colour). Glossary of Technical Terms. Bibliography. Index. 

The first part of this book describes the work of a print designer with particular 

reference to advertising and publicity agencies. Part two gives an account of the princi- 

pal technical processes of reproduction—photogravure, lithography, relief printing, 
etc., with an analysis of type and typography and a chapter on paper. Designed for the 
young art student contemplating a career in ‘commercial’ book design, the scope of 
this book is wider than the title perhaps indicates. Design for Print does not deal 
exclusively with typography, but considers the whole problem of design and illustra- 

tion (including colour reproduction) in relation to print. A useful appendix gives a 

list of Art and Technical Schools and Institutes in Great Britain where typography, 

lay-out, lithography, and similar subjects are taught. The author is a practising 

designer in a leading British printing house. (745.2655) 


Woodware 
TREEN OR SMALL WOODWARE THROUGHOUT THE AGES. Edward H. 
into. Batsford, 25s. C4. 120 pages. 137 plates. Index. 

In his introductory chapter Mr. Pinto, a leading collector of treen, defines his subject 
as ‘the miscellanea of small wooden objects in daily domestic or farm use and in 
trades and professions’, excluding furniture, ornamental carvings and cabinet-makers’ 
work. Most surviving examples of treenware date from the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centurics, but at one time nearly all utensils used in ordinary homes were made of 
wood—plates, spoons, knives, jugs, combs and so forth. This diversity of function is 
suggested by some of the seventeen headings under which the author groups his 
copious material: Around the Dinner Table, Accessories for Reading and Writing, 
Drinking, Stitchwork and Textiles, On the Farm, etc. At the end of each section are 
‘Collectors’ Notes’ indicating the museums where examples of treenware may be 
studied. The illustrations show pictures of treen in the author’s and other collections 
grouped according to their function. There is no other book which gives a systematic 
account of treenware, and this standard work, as it must shortly become, is a notable 
addition to the Batsford publications on art subjects which are well known for their 
scrupulous attention to detail and fine illustrations. (745-51) 


Screens 


THE BEAUTY AND MYSTERY OF WELL-DRESSING. Crichton Porteous. 
Pilgrim Press (Derby), 15s. M8. 143 pages. 31 plates (19 in colour). List of 


illustrations. Index of places. 
This book describes the practice of decorating wells with screens of flowers and 


foliage as a thanksgiving for the gift of water—an old custom now surviving only in 


Derbyshire. The screens are made of wooden frames filled with wet clay into which 
flowers, petals, moss and leaves, are pressed to form religious pictures and decorative 
borders. Crichton Porteous, a former journalist and farm labourer now turned author, 
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has written the first book on the art of well-dressing after visiting villages and towns 


where the craft is still practised and ta hin + with the designers and makers of these 
screens. Details of technique and the cost, often considerable, of erecting these floral 
ictures find their place in this fascinating record of local history. The colour plates 
a notable feature in a book which will : appeal to all interested in folk-lore, folk-art 
aad regional customs. (749.35) 
Painting 
DEGAS DANCERS. Lillian Browse. Faber & Faber, 84s. M4. 435 pages 
286 plates (12 in colour). List of plates. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 
Lavishly produced and illustrated, this large-scale volume is a fully documented study 
of the paintings and drawings of ballet scenes by the French painter Dégas (1834-1917). 
It has a double appeal to ballet enthusiasts and students of painting. Dégas’s genius in 
fixing with unerring line a single attitude of the human body, yet conveying, at the 
same time, a sense of continuous ERNE, partly explains the magic of these 
drawings from which all aie our and id colinaei yn is usu ally excluded. The plates, 
which reproduce many unfamiliar works, are > interpreted by the authoress in a long 
introduction and in notes at the end of the box ik. The introduction is in three sections: 
Dégas and his Times, describing the artistic background of nineteenth-century France; 
Dégas and the Ballet, which is both a history and an appreciation of the art, giving the 
names and biographies of several of the dancers immortalized in Dégas’s drawings; and 
Dégas and the Opera. The notes, embodying the results of years of research, describe 
the movements of the dancers in technical ballet terminology as well as giving details 
of each picture. Other admirable features of the book are a scale chart of comparative 
sizes of the original pictures, an appendix containing translations into English of all 
French me used in the introduction, the practice of placing colour and mono- 
chrome repro — s of the same picture side by side, and a well-arranged biblio- 
graphy both on Dégas and the Paris ballet. Lillian Bri ywse, a CO-partner of one of the 
London Galleries, is ay known as a writer and editor of art books. (758.87928) 


Photography 
DEVELOPING THE PRINT. Edward S. Boniback. Fountain Press, 2s. sC8. 
48 pages including 16 pages of illustrations. (Photofacts, No. 13) 

he scope of this book is wider than the title would suggest, for it covers almost the 
whole process of print production. Beginning with a somewhat technical discussion 
of the nature of the image on the paper, it goes on to deal with the equipment and 
lay-out of the dark-room before devoting a full chapter to the technique of print 
development. The final chapter covers the subsequent processes. Every stage is dealt 
with in detail with the exception of the actual exposure of the print which is discussed 
only incidentally in a chapter on the different types of printing papers. The main 


theme running through the book is the necessity for full and proper development of 


the print. Well-chosen illustrations make clear the results of faulty technique and the 
kind of print to be aimed at. (770.284) 


HOW TO PROJECT SUBSTANDARD FILMS. Norman Jenkins. Focal 

Press, 6s. C8. 148 pages. Illustrations. Indexed glossary. (Focal Cine Books) 
The author has been concerned for more than twenty years with the type of equip- 
ment dealt with in this book; he has designed, built and sold it. The subject of sub- 
standard film projection is here treated in all its branches and in a clear and simple 
manner, which makes it most suitable, perhaps, for the novice. For reference purposes, 
it will be useful to the more experienced substandard film projectionist. Sections 
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include those on projector mechanics, optics of projection, sound, mechanics of a 
sound projector, electricity in projection, where to project, running the show, main- 
tenance, faults and remedies, and the law. The book is illustrated with line drawings. 
(778.55) 
Music 
A HANDBOOK ON THE TECHNIQUE OF CONDUCTING. Sir Adrian 
C. Boult. 7th edition. Hall (Oxford), 5s. D8. 47 pages. 3 illustrations. 
24 diagrams. 
Since their first appearance in 1920 these notes on the conductor's technique have been 
the standard guide for students of the art. The famous conductor gives briefly the 
essential points to remember on such subjects as the use of the stick, preparation of the 
score, rehearsal, performance and accompaniment. The diagrams illustrate the move- 
ments of the stick for each time-signature. (781.63) 


THE INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC. Robert Donington. Methuen, 18s. D8. 
189 pages. 37 illustrations. 28 diagrams. Bibliography. Glossary. Index. 
An introduction devoted to the ‘raw material’ of music and some discussion of the 
acoustic bases of musical sound precedes the general classification and individual 
descriptions of the instruments in this book. In each section are included those related 
instruments which have become obsolete; and the principal electrophonic devices 
are mentioned. A study of some of the acoustical problems involved in the perfor- 
mance of concerted music completes the work. The appendices include a technical 
glossary and notes on pitch and temperament. The short reading list, giving most of 
the important sources on the subject, is annotated. (781.91) 


THE ORATORIOS OF HANDEL. Percy M. Young. Dennis Dobson, 18s. 
D8. 244 pages. 10 illustrations. Musical examples. Index. 
The purpose of Dr. Young’s latest contribution to the study of Handel is to make 
known, particularly to choral singers, but also to those to whom an understanding of 
eighteenth-century musical history is necessary, the eighteen sacred oratorios which 
Handel wrote. The secular works in this form are here excluded; an introduction on 
Italian origins leads to the examination of each work individually, with many re- 
ferences to the incidents surrounding its composition. Quotations from the texts are 
given where necessary to illustrate the correlation between words and music. Finally, 
contemporary conditions of performance are adequately dealt with, and notes are 
supplied on the most famous of the singers employed by Handel. (783.3) 


The Theatre 


THE SCENIC ART. Notes on Acting and the Drama, 1872-1901. Henry 
James. Edited with an Introduction and Notes by Allan Wade. Foreword 
by Leon Edel. Rupert Hart-Davis, 21s. 1C8. 384 pages. Appendix. Index. 

An important book for three reasons: the collecting together for the first time of this 

eminent novelist’s dramatic criticisms, chiefly contributions to American periodicals; 

the intrinsic value of these opinions; and the picture they present of contemporary 

French and English society. Cosmopolitan by nature and circumstance, Henry James 

(1843-1916) travelled widely, eventually making his home in Europe. The years he 

spent in France trained his mind to a fine degree of perception, and the reviews of plays 

which he sent home to America of performances seen in France and England, all 
testify to his preoccupation with technique. Owing probably to his complete concen- 
tration on style, James missed almost entirely one of the essentials of stage entertainment, 
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the direct appeal to heart and mind. However, his dispassionate views on some 
of the foremost nineteenth-century writers and actors, Ibsen, Rostand, Dumas, 
Irving, Salvini, Coquelin, and Bernhardt, are today of great interest and value. The 
compiler, Allan Wade, who has been intimately associated with the theatre for many 
years, adds a useful appendix, giving biographical details of actors and a short stage 
history of the plays mentioned. (792) 


National Dances 

ENGLAND'S DANCES: FOLK-DANCING TO-DAY AND YESTERDAY. 
Douglas Kennedy. Bell, 7s.6d. C8. 158 pages. 20 illustrations. Map. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The Director of the English Folk Dance and Song Society gives an account of the 

native forms of dance in England, a history of their preservation and revival on both 

sides of the Atlantic, and a sensitive description of their natural style. Two Cotswold 

Morris Dance tunes are printed, Bonny Green and Leap Frog, and there are photo- 

graphs of North of England sword dancers, the Bampton (Cotswold) Morris team 

and other well-known teams and dances. Scottish and Welsh dancing is outside the 

scope of the work. It is a book for the dancer rather than the scholar. (793.31) 


Sports and Games 
THE UNKNOWN ALEKHINE, 1905-1914. Fred Reinfeld. Pitman, 15s. 
D8. 286 pages. Diagrams. Indexes. 

Analyses and annotations, by an authority on chess, of over one hundred games played 
by the great Russian chess master, Alexander Alckhine, in the earlier stages of his 
career. The book should be of special interest to chess players as a study of developing 
strategy in the game. There are indexes of openings and of players who took part in 
the games. (794.1) 


THE COMPLETE CARD PLAYER. Albert A. Ostrow. Jolin Lane The Bodley 
Head, 15s. D8. 784 pages. Illustrations. 4 coloured plates. Diagrams. Index. 
Over three hundred and fifty card games are described in one of the most compre- 
hensive books on the subject published in recent years and one which can be compared 
with ‘Hoyle’ as an important reference book on card games. Apart from the descrip- 
tions of the games themselves, which include games of patience, there are sections for 
beginners and children, on the romance of playing cards and on running tournaments. 
(795.4) 
THE LANGUAGE OF FIELD sports. C. E. Hare. Revised edition. Country 
Life, 15s. M8. 292 pages. Illustrations. Index. 
A new edition of The Language of Sport, first published in 1939. It has been considerably 
revised and the additions include many terms used in connection with modern deer- 
stalking, modern coursing, gun sights and sighting, big-game hunting and fishing, as 
well as an index. (796.03) 


THE COMPLETE SKI MANUAL. How to Begin, How to Improve, How to 
Excel. Eddie Huber and Norman Rogers. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. M8. 
140 pages. Frontispiece. Photographs. Line drawings. Diagrams. Glossary. 

A readable and practical book which covers every stage of ski-ing from the first 

gliding step to slalom, the highest degree of controlled ski-ing, and jumping 
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technique, and which includes a list of ski-ing terms. The book is an example of 
excellent co-operation between writer and photographer, who are both Canadian 
experts in the sport. (796.93) 


rowING. G. O. Nickalls and P. C. Mallam. 2nd edition. Pitman, 8s.6d. 
C8. 216 pages. Frontispiece. 9 illustrations. 17 figures. Diagram. Appen- 
dices. Index. 


A full description of rowing, mainly for the beginner, but also a book of practical use 
to the experienced oarsman. It deals with cight-oared, four-oared, pair-oared, and 
pleasure-boat rowing, and with sculling. The authors are famous oarsmen who both 
coached the victorious Oxford University crews of 1937 and 1938. The appendices 
include a glossary of rowing terms and a list of British rowing clubs. (797.123) 


LITERATURE 

English Poetry 

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF LITERATURE. Vol. I. POETRY. 

Lionel Elvin. Sylvan Press, 1os.6d. C8. 224 pages. 

Based on lectures delivered at Ruskin College, Oxford, of which he is Principal, Mr. 
Elvin’s book is designed as an introduction to literary criticism through the study of 
poetry. For this purpose he concentrates mainly on the work of three poets of widely 
differing styles under the headings: Milton and Artificial Style; Wordsworth and 
Natural Style; T. S. Eliot and Impressionistic Style. Clearly and simply, Mr. Elvin 
demonstrates how these poets achieved their effects and why their poetry is what it is. 
His book should be of considerable use to all students of English. (821) 


THE CENTURIES’ POETRY. An Anthology Compiled by Denys Kilham 
Roberts. Vol. 2. DONNE TO DRYDEN. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. |F8. 
170 pages. Biographical notes. Index of first lines. Paper bound. (The 
Penguin Poets) 

The Centuries’ Poetry, intended as a comprehensive anthology of English poetry, is 

being gradually built up, though not in chronological order. The volumes already 

published are: Vol. 3, Pope to Keats; Vol. 4, Hood to Hardy; Vol. 5, Bridges to the 

Present Day (reprinted 1949). This new volume, beginning with Johne Donne 

(1572-1631) and ending with John Dryden (1631-1700), presents in small compass a 

representative picture of a fascinating period which takes in John Milton (1608-74) 

and the Metaphysicals. The latter with their astonishing fusion of passion, intellect, and 

wit have in recent years received an overdue appreciation. Mr. Kilham Roberts proves 
himself a sympathetic and discerning anthologist. The spelling throughout has been 

modernized. (821.08) 


THE PLEASURES OF POPE. Edited with a Foreword by Peter Quennell. 
Hamish Hamilton, 15s. D8. 290 pages. Frontispiece. 


Mr. Quennell has made a selection from Pope’s poetry in order to illustrate its range 
and varicty, its sensuous and imaginative qualities as well as the astringency of its wit. 
‘Few poets’, he writes in his foreword, ‘are more variously musical, or infuse with 
greater powers of suggestion a single line or couplet. . . . While the Romantics often 
achieved—or sought to achieve—an effect of emotional intensity at the expense of 
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verbal clarity, Pope never sacrifices his meaning to his music.” Mr. Quennell also dis- 
cusses the changing attitudes to Pope since the eighteenth century when he was con- 
sidered the criterion of taste by which other writers were judged and found wanting. 
His selection includes: the Essay on Criticism (1711); Windsor Forest, an interesting 
specimen of Pope’s earlier pastor al manner; the second version of The Rape of the Lock 
(1714); the two ‘Gothick’ poems, Elegy to the Memory of an Unfortunate Lady, and 
Epistle of Eloisa to Abelard (1717); large sections of The Dunciad; the Essay on Man; the 
five Moral Essays; the Imitations of Horace (1737), and a choice of miscellaneous poems. 


(821.53) 


POEMS OF ROBERT BROWNING, 1835-1889. Selected and edited by 
Humphrey S. Milford. Oxford University Press, 7s. Pott.8. 700 pages. 
(The Worlds Classics) 

Sir Humphrey Milford’s selection, which covers the whole of Browning’s output, is 

designed to show him as ‘pre-eminently a poet to be enjoyed’. It is unfortunately not 

a critical selection, and includes much of the inferior work of the poet’s long decline, 

though it also exhibits all his virtues—the metrical variety, the psychological penetra- 

tion, the richness of character, scene and situation, the widely ranging curiosity and the 
relish for violent colour, and the deep knowledge of evil. Browning is today the most 
neglected of all the great Victorian poets, though a recent critic has said of him that 
in his variety he is second among English poets to no one but Shakespeare and Chaucer. 
(821.83) 


POEMS OF JOHN CLARE’S MADNESS. Edited by Geoffrey Grigson. 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 21s. M8. 262 pages. 
This edition includes the poems written by John Clare in the asylums at High Beech 
and Northampton, between 1836 and his death in 1864. From the mass of still un- 
published Clare manuscripts Mr. Grigson prints over two hundred poems not con- 
tained in the two-volume edition of Professor and Mrs. Tibble. By collating origin: ul 
manuscripts with transcriptions m: ide by friends often under the poet’s supervision, 
and the published versions of the asylum poems, Mr. Grigson has found that many 
emendations of published texts were necessary. These Mr. Grigson considers with the 
case-books relating to Clare while at Northampton and the records left by officials, 
inmates and visitors, thus making possible a fuller knowledge of the asylum years. He 
then goes back earlier to establish the gradual diminution of realities in Clare’s mind 
by his life of imagination. He has also included in full the Don Juan and Childe Harold 
poems, written by Clare in the delusion that he was Byron adding stanzas to his pub- 
lished work. Clare was, says Mr. Grigson, ‘one of the most natural, pure and authentic 
English poets, with an impulse to lyricism which recurred through his life, into mad- 
ness and old age’. (821.89) 


WALTER DE LA MARE. A Study of his Poetry. Henry Charles Duffin. 
Sidgwick & Jackson, 8s.6d. C8. 208 pages. 2 illustrations. Bibliography. 
The strange elusiveness of Walter de la Mare’s genius has stimulated Mr. Duffin to a 
minute analysis of his poetry. The result is an outstanding piece of creative criticism. 
He divides de la Mare’s poetry into two kinds, ‘the poetry of reality’ and ‘the poetry 
of truth’, these being defined largely by ex: amples rather than philosophic argument. 
He shows that in the first kind de la Mare’s interpretation of reality is based upon a 
tragic sense of the dualism between man and nature. In the second kind, ‘the poetry 
of truth’, he represents the poct as turning in upon himself into a world of dreams and 
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childhood and an endless probing into the mystery of things. Mr. Duffin finds in 
de la Mare’s poetry ‘an almost unparalleled beauty and wonder, mystery, revelation, 
and assuagement of the soul’. (821.91) 


THE PYTHONESS and Other Poems. Kathleen Raine. Hamish Hamilton, 6s. 
C8. 62 pages. 
Kathleen Raine’s poetry is metaphysical in the true sense of the word. For her, man is 
only one point of consciousness in an elemental and spiritual universe. It is an aware- 
ness of the mystery and daily miracle of man’s existence, his precarious balance of 
being, that gives her poems ‘their quality of questioning and affirmation. This, the 
third of Miss Raine’s books, should consolidate her position as one of the leading 
English pocts of her time. (821.91) 


THE CANTICLE OF THE ROSE. Selected Poems 1920-1947. Edith Sitwell. 
Macmillan, 15s. D8. 284 pages. Notes. 

This selection from the poems of Dr. Sitwell reveals her development from the first 
dazzling experiments in rhythm and texture, through the romantic fairy-tale world 
and Victoriana of her intermediate period to her final emergence as a poet of tragic 
intensity during the Second World War and the beginning of the atomic age. The first 
part of the volume contains the poems from Bucolic Comedies, Fagade, the Elegy on 
Dead Fashion and Gold Coast Customs, which have long been out of print. The second 
section, dated 1940-7, represents her technique in its powerful maturity, with its 
accents of pity and passionate indignation for the self-inflicted suffe rings of mankind. 

(821.91) 
COLLECTED POEMS. Edward Thomas. With a Foreword by Walter de la 

Mare. New edition. Faber & Faber, 8s.6d. L.Post 8. 190 pages 

Edward Thomas (1878-1917) is known chiefly as a nature-poet. Influenced by Robert 
Frost, he began writing verse in 1912 and continued until his death in the battle of 
Arras. Thomas was a countryman; to him nature is not mysterious, it is something 
that is always there, yet perpetually lovely. His landscape is peopled with simple 
country figures: individual, warmly human, familiar, yet as old as the land he loved— 
and he could make poetry out ofa string of place-names! Thomas’s diction is simple, 
sometimes near-prose; his metrical patterns are cast in a conventional mould, though 
he never hesitated to break this down in order to express his vision more intensely or 
more precisely (in his unobtrusive way he anticipated many latter-day technical inno- 
vations). Though varied in mood these quiet, pellucid poems of place or of sentiment 
are often tinged with a deep personal sadness—the mind behind them has never, 
perhaps, come to terms with the problems of life. In an introduction Walter de la 
Mare pays a graceful tribute to the work and the endearing personality of his friend 
and fellow-poet. One additional poem is included in this new edition. (821.91) 


English Drama 
DAPHNE LAUREOLA. A Play in Four Acts. James Bridie. Constable, 4s. 
C8. 90 pages. Paper bound. 

This play has proved its worth in the theatre. Its title, taken from the Greek myth of 
Daphne and Apollo, is the keynote of the tragi-comedy. The heroine, Lady Pitts, 
hen ume ‘a collector’s piece ’ when she married an elc lerly millionaire, who cherishes 
her in a glass case. ‘You’re safe behind glass. No frost can reach you...’ This 
middle scene of the play is one of great beauty and quietude. The comedy scenes are 
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mere background against which the lonely unhappiness of Lady Pitts is terribly 
defined. Bridie once again has shown us a glimpse of his genius, which always hovers 
at his elbow when he writes, and occasionally takes possession. (822.91) 
English Fiction 
ENGLAND YESTERDAY AND TO-DAY IN THE WORKS OF THE 
NOVELISTS, 1837-1939. Edited by F. Alan Walbank. Batsford, 15s. 
sD8. 256 pages. 67 illustrations. Notes. Index. List of authors. 
This book is in effect a social history of England as reflected in extracts from the works 
of the principal novelists of the last hundred years, in photographs, in paintings and in 
drawings. The material is set out under seven main headings: At Home; At School; 
At Work; Leisure; In Country; In Town; In Society. Mr. Walbank’s choice of novelists 
ranges from Trollope, Thackeray, Ouida and Henry James to Virginia Woolf, 
Graham Greene and Evelyn Waugh. The illustrations include examples of the work of 


Cruikshank, du Maurier, Richard Doyle, Sickert, Wilson Steer, L. S$. Lowry and 
Henry Moore. (823.08) 


A WRITER'S NOTEBOOK. W. Somerset Maugham. William Heinemann, 
12s.6d. L.Post 8. 365 pages. 
The present book is an appendix to The Summing Up (1938) in which Mr. Maugham 
gave a candid account of his life as an author. It contains selections from eighteen note- 
books begun in 1892 when Mr. Maugham entered St. Thomas’s Hospital, London, as 
a medical student and formed the habit of writing down whatever interested him for 
possible future use. There are brief descriptions of people, which later became the 
germ of stories, travel notes written in London, France, New York, Hawaii, Sarawak, 
Spain and Russia, and, above all, reflections on literary craftsmanship and the work of 
the great novelists. In a preface Mr. Maugham warns the reader that he is not writing 
a philosophical treatise or composing a collection of apophthegms; he is trying to 
show some of the ways in which his mind has developed. To this end, he includes 
with remarkable honesty specimens of his earliest and immature work. There are also 
a number of contemporary portraits, from Kerensky, whom Mr. Maugham met in 
Petrograd in 1917, to Charlie Chaplin. (823.91) 


English Humour 
THE PICK OF ‘PUNCH’. An Annual Selection. Chatto & Windus, 10s.6d. 
C4. 205 pages. Illustrations. Index of Artists. 


The articles, verses, cartoons and drawings in this volume have been selected from the 
issues of Punch which appeared between July 1948 and May 1949. With the charac- 
teristic humour and irony associated with this famous weekly humorous journal they 
comment on the various aspects of British life and politics, as well as on the subjects of 
general interest and conversation occupying the public mind in the period of their 
publication. (827.91) 


English Miscellany 

THE QUINTESSENCE OF G.B.S. The Wit and Wisdom of Bernard Shaw. 
Selected with an Introduction by S. Winsten. Hutchinson, 18s. sD8. 
479 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. 

These extracts covering the whole range of Bernard Shaw’s writings—novels, pre- 


faces, plays and articles—and varying from a few lines to several pages in length, are 
arranged under such headings as: My Natural Place; A Few English Customs; Women; 


54 


‘ 
‘ 


5 TIRE Tet es MY ae 


ribly 
overs 
2.91) 


THE 
15s. 


rorks 
id in 
1001; 
elists 
oolf, 
rk of 

and 
3.08) 


ann, 


ham 
LOte- 
n, as 
1 for 
- the 
wak, 
k of 
ting 
g to 
udes 
also 
*t in 
.91) 


6d. 


the 
rac- 
hey 
s of 
heir 
91) 


PM OT EEN 


ea 


a PE Dh oe me EN UE Rn: 


Money; Truth; Happiness; The Theatre; Books; Religion; War; Extermination; 
Growing Old. Mr.Winsten, who has been Mr. Shaw’s neighbour for years, has con- 
tributed an introduction on the dramatist in old age. (828.91) 


Burmese Literature 
BURMESE FOLK-TALES. Maung Htin Aung. Oxford University Press, 16s. 
D8. 268 pages. Notes. Appendices. 

Dr. Htin Aung of the University of Rangoon collected the seventy folk-tales, pub- 
lished here for the first time, between the years 1933 and 1937. Originally noted down 
in Burmese, they have been freely translated into English and have been grouped into 
four sections: Animal tales, Romantic tales, Wonder tales and Humorous tales. In his 
introduction the author describes their sources, the background of Burmese folk-lore 
and their place in Burmese literature. Village tales were current, says Dr. Aung, in 
Upper Burma and, to a less extent, in Lower Burma, until two or three decades ago. 
But at the present time, with the advent of the fiction magazine, the novel and the 
cinema, they have come to be half forgotten. (895.8) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


CHRISTIANITY AND HISTORY. H. Butterfield. Bell, 7s.6d. D8. 154 pages. 
An expanded version of the six broadcast lectures delivered in April and May, 1949, 
by the Professor of Modern History in the University of Cambridge. These addresses 
aroused a wide and deep interest. In its leader of 20 May The Times Literary Supplement 
wrote: ‘Professor Butterfield’s lectures must be regarded as the most outstanding 
pronouncement on the meaning of history written by a professional historian in 
England since Acton’s Inaugural. The comparison is instructive. Professor Butterfield 
is a Christian historian, as Lord Acton was, and he believes, as Lord Acton did, that 
history testifies to Christianity and Christianity interprets history . . . The result is an 
interpretation of history which probably owes more to St. Augustine than to any later 
thinker.’ His unifying theme is that those who see no divine scheme or purpose in 
history must of necessity fall into complacency or over-weening self-righteousness. 
This he develops by studying Christianity as a religion based upon historical events 
and by inspecting the role of historical scholarship, human nature, judgment, tragic 
conflict and providence. The book is not confined to generalities and contains some 
particular interpretations of much interest. (901) 


THE TWO VILLAGES. Lord Elton. Collins, 8s.6d. 1C8. 190 pages. 

Lord Elton is well known for his writings and broadcasts on literature, religious 
thought politics and history. The two villages in his mind, in this book of reflections 
on current affairs and of reminiscence, are a typical English midland village (which, for 
the purposes of the book he calls Questing Regis) and ‘that other unforgotten village’ 
of his childhood. To him they present the problem of ascertaining the relative signi- 
ficance of the past and the present as they affect men’s aims and activities. His life in 
the former village evokes many reflections on the interests of the modern world and 
the standards of values it applies to its achievements. The author’s sensitiveness to the 
past is not wholly a sense of history (though this pervades the book) but is a mystical 
awareness of a spiritual quality in his childhood days that cannot be ignored, since, in 
retrospect, it brings greater happiness than present experience. In Questing Regis are 
other people, each in his own way concerned with similar problems. Father Wharton, 


55 








a calm, wise old priest in the village, gives them all a sense of perspective in their 
mental conflicts. The book has many humorous touches, and is thoughtful, informed 
and stimulating. (901) 


Geography Travels and Description Archaeology 
MEN IN THE TROPICS: A COLONIAL ANTHOLOGY. H. Evans. 
William Hodge, 18s. M8. 380 pages. 33 photographs. 5 maps. 

Che body of this book is made up of extracts from authors ranging from Sir Walter 
Raleigh to Winston Churchill, each passage describing some feature of colonial life 
that particularly impressed itself on the writer. It is in five regional divisions: West 
Africa, the Caribbean, East Africa, the Malaya Archipelago and the Pacific Islands. 
Each division is acc ompanied by a sketch map and ‘perspective’ in which Mr. Evans 
gives a rapid summary of the discovery and history of the territory in question. A 
feature of particular value is the addition of brief notes on the books and authors from 
which the extracts are taken. (910) 


} 





THE EXCAVATION OF STE. MARIE I. Kenneth E. Kidd. University of 
Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $4.50. sR&. 191 pages. Illustrations. 
Maps. Diagrams. Plans. Bibliography. Index. 

A very comprehensive and generously illustrated report on the excavation of this 

seventeenth-century fort, headquarters of Jesuit missions to the Huron Indians. The 

author, who directed the excavation, is Deputy-keeper of the Ethnological collection 
in the Royal Ontario Museum of Archaeology, and he comments, in his Introduction, 
on the co-operation between scientific and religious interests which brought the pro- 
ject success. Much of the book classifies and describes large numbers of European and 
Indian tools and utensils, uncovered in the course of the main work of establishing the 


outlines of buildings and the details of construction. But of particular interest to the 
layman is the first half of the book which outlines, in illuminating detail, archaco- 


logical procedures. The language is non-technical. (913.7131) 


A CALENDAR OF BRITISH TASTE FROM 1600 TO 1800. Compiled by 
E. F. Carritt. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 21s. sD8. 490 pages. Indexes. 
In his introduction to this anthology the compiler maintains that to understand the 
past we must comprehend people’s tastes as well as their politics. His guide to British 
taste in art, nature and manners from 1600 to 1800, is composed of brief extracts from 
novels, poctry, letters, essays, advertisements and diaries of the period, arranged 
chronologically under such headings as architecture, manners and taste, music, paint- 
ing, the stage. The writings of many famous figures have been drawn upon, and the 
book can be dipped into at random or studied for the development of and changes in 
taste revealed in it. (914.2) 


RECORDING BRITAIN. Vol. IV. Edited by Arnold Palmer. The Pilgrim 
Trust: Oxford University Press, 105s. (Set of 4 vols.). sC4. 247 pages. 96 illus- 
trations in duotone (8 in colour). Indexes. 

This is the last of four volumes making available to the general reader a selection of the 

works of ninety-five well-known artists, who were invited by a distinguished com- 

mittee set up by the Pilgrim Trust, to record pictorially ‘the changing face of Britain’. 

There are approximately one hundred full-page illustrations in this volume, some in 

colour, of scenes and buildings in Wiltshire, Somerset, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, 
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Hampshire, Sussex and Kent. Armold Palmer has provided notes appropriate to each. 
Complete indexes to the text of all four books, and to the artists whose work has been 
included, have also been provided. (914.2) 


FLOWER OF CITIES. A Book of London. Studies and sketches by 
22 authors. Max Parrish, 18s.6d. 6} x 9 inches. 324 pages. 12 colour 
and 24 monochrome plates. Line drawings. Endpaper maps in colour. 

To those who propose to visit London, to those who want to remember it when they 

have left it, and to all those who want to know about it, this handsomely produced 

and richly illustrated volume will be welcome. Many well-known writers and artists 
have contributed to it, including Elizabeth Bowen, William Sansom, Jacquetta 

Hawkes, Edward Bawden, John Minton and Nicolas Bentley, to mention only a few. 

The book is divided into sections: “Heart of the Nation’, which covers the railway 

stations, Westminster and Whitehall, palaces and parks, the City, the Law, Fleet Street 

and London’s Port and River; ‘Living in London’, which describes various districts 
such as Mayfair, Chelsea, Soho and the East End; and ‘London at Leisure’, which 
deals with its museums, art galleries, the B.B.C., the theatre and the ballet, and special 
occasions. The colour and monochrome plates include pictures of London old and 
new, its art treasures and its well-known personalities, and the line drawings capture its 
atmosphere and illustrate its variety. (914.21) 


WILTSHIRE. Ralph Whitlock. Paul Elek, 15s. sC4. 128 pages. 30 line 
drawings by J. Deliss. 68 photographs. Map by John Speed, 1610, and 
modern map. Index. (Vision of England Series) 


OXFORDSHIRE. Reginald Turnor. Paul Elek, 15s. sC4. 120 pages. 28 line 
drawings by Francoise Taylor. 72 photographs. Map by John Speed, 1610, 
and modern map. Index. (Vision of England Series) 

[his series has sacrificed something of its original distinctive character and increased 

its practical usefulness. Colour has disappeared from the drawings and maps, in these 

later volumes, and the text has been increased in length to provide a fairly compre- 
hensive guide-book to the county. Both these authors write from knowledge and love. 

Mr. Whitlock dwells on the antiquities of Stonehenge and Avebury, the prehistoric 

trackways over the wide bare downs, and the unspoiled, quiet beauties of his native 

shire, with a chapter on Salisbury. Mr. Turnor deals with the brick and flint cottages 
of the Chilterns, the golden-grey stone villages of Cotswold (some of the loveliest in 

England), the warm brown ironstone of the north; and the exquisite river-valleys of 

Thames, Windrush, Evenlode, Cherwell, and Thame. He devotes a final short chapter 

to the university and city of Oxford. (914.231) (914.257) 


CUMBERLAND AND WESTMORLAND. Norman Nicholson. Robert Hale, 
15s. M8. 259 pages. 49 photographs. Map. Index. (County Books) 
To many people the counties of Cumberland and Westmorland mean the ‘Lake 
District’ much visited by tourists. Yet beautiful as this district is, it is only part of the 
picture, for to the north lies a large triangular plain devoted to agriculture and domi- 
nated by the city of Carlisle (that bulwark in the past against marauding Scots!), the 
lonely salt marshes of the coastal belt and, above all, the prosperous iron and coal fields 
of Whitehaven, Maryport and Barrow-in-Furness. Mr. Nicholson has rightly decided 
to offer a balanced survey, and the reader will get a much more accurate picture of 
these northern counties than had he concentrated only on the picturesque. (914.28) 


$7 








THE FAR EAST: A SOCIAL GEOGRAPHY. A. D.C. Peterson. Duckworth, 
21s. sD8. 336 pages. 43 illustrations. 25 sketch maps. 2 endpaper maps. 
Bibliography. Statistical appendix. Index. 

This book is a description, country by country, of the peoples, geography and 

economic resources of all the Far Eastern countries: India and Pakistan; China; Burma 

and Ceylon; Siam and Indo-China; Malaysia; the Philippines; Japan; Korea; 

Manchuria and Far Eastern Russia. It is a useful one-volume survey, intended as an 

introduction and not as a reference book. A brief section on structure and climate heads 

the account of each country which also contains longer sections on history and people 
and on modern social and economic structure. Interest is frequently focused on food 
distribution and nutrition. The last chapter is a personal assessment on the themes of 
food, order, justice and peace. Short bibliographies are attached to each chapter. The 
author was head of a Political Warfare Section in the Far East during the war and 
later Deputy Director of Psychological Warfare, South East Asia Command. (915) 


WHITE STRANGER. Six Moons in Celebes. Harry Wilcox. William 
Collins, 16s. D8. 385 pages. 24 plates. Map. 
This story of six months among the unknown Torajas in the Celebes makes a travel 
book that is both delightful and important: delightful to read for its picture of the 
tropic paradise which the author discovered during the war and to which he returned 
on his release from the army, and important as the first book in English on the 
fascinating, late head-hunting Torajas. First discovered in 1902, this pagan branch of 
the Malay race has remained untouched by European influence, and such is the beauty 
and peace of this surprising Utopia that, except for modern medicine, one hopes it 
will stay so. There is valuable material here for the anthropologist, but the general 
reader will enjoy the descriptions of the spectacular religious and happy moral 
customs of these not so innocent natives. To the large audience for books on strange, 
far-away lands the book will make a strong appeal for its vivid and pungent story 
and for what the author calls his “successful experiment in living away from the 
twenticth century’. (919.12) 


Biography 
THE DICTIONARY OF NATIONAL BIOGRAPHY, 1931-1940. Edited 
by L. G. Wickham Legg. Oxford University Press, 50s. M8. 984 pages. 
Index. 
This new volume is the fourth part of the Twentieth Century Dictionary of National 
Biography (the previous volumes cover 1901-30), the four volumes forming an indis- 
pensable supplement to the Dictionary of National Biography. It contains biographies of 
eminent men and women of the British Empire of the present time. Over seven 
hundred authoritative biographies are included, contributed by over four hundred 
experts, whose articles are mostly based on first-hand knowledge of the person of 
whom they are writing. Among the biographies may be mentioned those of King 
George V by Sir Owen Morshead, Arnold Bennett by Frank Swinnerton, Sir 
Edward Elgar by Basil Maine, Melba by J. Mewburn Levien, Lord Re ading by 
Viscount Simon, Lord Rutherford by Sir Henry Tizard. This volume is of particular 
interest to the general reader, since the men and women included are our contem- 


poraries. The index covers the years 1901-40 in one alphabetical sequence. (920.042) 
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WHO RUNS BRITAIN? (By various authors). Edited by A. G. Weidenfeld. 
Contact Publications, 3s. D4. 100 pages. Illustrations. (Contact Books) 
Biographical sketches of fourteen men and women holding important positions in 
Britain, with a brief account of what they do. Jack Winocour has chosen Herbert 
Morrison, Lord President of the Council, as an example of a Labour Minister; Lord 
Woolton, Chairman of the Conservative Party, is portrayed by William Richmond. 
Woodrow Wyatt describes The Anonymous Civil Servant; Bruce Bain selects The 
Town Clerk of Norwich as a typical local government official; The Powers of 
Transport House (headquarters of the Labour Party) are dealt with by J. R. L. 
Anderson; Maurice Edelman presents Sir Clive Baillieu as typical of the modern 
chairman; Dr. Monica Felton writes of Dame Caroline Haslett, who represents a 
special type of public servant—the part-time member of a public board; Marcus Dick 
describes The Day of an Oxford Don; Peter Baring, The Mind of an English Judge; 
Maurice Gorham portrays Sir William Haley, the Director-General of the British 
Broadcasting Corporation; The Governor of the Bank of England receives the atten- 
tion of Nicholas Davenport; John Connor presents Field-Marshal Sir William Slim 
as a pillar of the British Army; The Press is covered by Kenneth Adam in his portrait 
of the owner of a provincial newspaper; and Hugh Ross-Williamson writes on The 
Church ; Dom Gregory Dix, distinguished Anglican churchman. (920.042) 


FRANK HARRIS. Hugh Kingsmill. John Lehmann, 6s. sC8. 176 pages. (The 
Holiday Library) 
The late Hugh Kingsmill’s brief life of Frank Harris (1856-1931) is based upon per- 
sonal recollections and a trenchant examination of his work and character. Harris, 
successively editor of The Evening News, The Fortnightly Review and The Saturday 
Review, author of The Man Shakespeare and the friend and biographer of Oscar Wilde, 
was a remarkable combination of adventurer and charlatan with more than a touch of 
genius. Kingsmill’s account of his life, friendships and opinions presents, in the light of 
high comedy, all the conceit and unscrupulous daring of the man. (920.5) 


THIS WAS A MAN. The Biography of the Honourable Edward Vesey 
Bligh, Diplomat-Parson-Squire. Esmé Wingfield-Stratford. Robert Hale, 
15s. D8. 288 pages. 33 illustrations. Endpaper map. 

The Rev. Edward Bligh (1829-1908), a son of the Earl of Darnley and a first-class 

cricketer, entered the diplomatic service with prospects of a brilliant career. But it was 

a condition of his marriage that he should leave and enter the Church. In this new world 

of a country parsonage he rose to be a leader of the Birling Revival, the militant Low 

Church movement. This record of an exceptional man reflects many facets of social 

life in the Victorian era: it has been compiled by Bligh’s grandson from an autobio- 

graphy and diaries. (922.342) 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF DANIEL LINDLEY (1801-80). Edwin W. 
Smith. Epworth Press, 21s. M8. 458 pages. 33 photographs. 4 endpaper 
maps. Glossary. Biographical Tables. Index. 


Daniel Lindley, who was born in Pennsylvania, became a Presbyterian Minister and 
went to South Africa as a missionary in 1834. After long and arduous journeys into 
the interior preaching to the Africans, he undertook the duties of Pastor to the Voor- 
trekkers who had journeyed north from the Cape. His ‘Parish’ covered Natal, the 
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Orange Free State, and the Transvaal, and in the course of over seven years’ ministry 
he earned a unique fame amongst the Voortrekkers. In 1847 he returned to missionary 
work which continued until his retirement in 1873; in addition to the steady and 
encouraging progress he achieved, he did much to safeguard the rights of the African 
population. On his visits to the United States he worked for the improvement of race 
relations. Dr. Smith’s book is based on unpublished family papers and other records, 
and the numerous illustrations include reproductions of contemporary drawings as 
well as photographs of the field of his labours. (922.573) 


NOBLE LORD: THE LIFE OF THE SEVENTH EARL OF SHAFTESBURY. 
Barbara Blackburn. Home & Van Thal, 15s. D8. 247 pages. Frontispiece 
and 10 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


The Eros statue in Piccadilly Circus, London, was erected to the memory of an 
elegant young man-of-the-world who became a social reformer, fighting a long battle 
on behalf of the children employed in English factories and mines. The Earl of 
Shaftesbury (1801-85) agitated for forty-one years for the Ten Hours Bill; he also 
effected complete reform of the Lunacy Acts and the passing of an Act, 1842, abolish- 
ing apprenticeship in collieries and excluding women, and boys under thirteen, from 
employment underground. Shaftesbury’s great power of imagination enabled him to 
grasp the true horror of early industrialism. The heartening tale of his life is always 
worth retelling, but Miss Blackburn’s book does not in any respect supersede the great 
biography of Dr. and Mrs. Hammond (1923). (923.242) 


TITUS OATES. Jane Lane. Andrew Dakers, 21s. D8. 394 pages. 7 plates. 
Bibliography. Index. 


Miss Lane, author of several historical novels, has written the first full-length bio- 
graphy of Titus Oates (1649-1705), the most conspicuous figure in the ‘Popish Plot’ 
of 1678. In the July of that year he was unknown and destitute; in September he was 
lodging in the King’s Palace with a munificent pension, a guard to attend him, the 
nobility for his friends and the mob hailing him as the “Saviour of the Nation’. The 
author, writing with spirit and with reasoned dislike, has retold the story of the plot 
from Oates’s point of view. The book keeps closely to his life and presents in readable 
form the records of the various trials in which this sinister man performed as chief 
prosecution witness. It is a fully documented work, and contemporary tracts, news 
sheets and ballads, have been skilfully used. (923.242) 


HENRY IRETON. Robert W. Ramsey. Longmans, Green, 15s. D8. 231 pages. 
Frontispiece and 1 plate. Bibliography. Index. 

The first biography of Henry Ireton (1611-51), which was undertaken at the sugges- 
tion of the late Sir Charles Firth, the finest historical scholar in the field of En; olish 

seventeenth-century studics. Mr. Ramsey is the author of lives of Oliver Cromwell’s 
sons, Richard and Henry. Henry Ireton, a Puritan, married Cromwell’s daughter, 
Bridget, and was inevitably involved in contemporary political affairs. His con- 
siderable debating powers were of value to his faction and he played a part in the Civil 
War campaigns. He signed the warrant for Charles I’s execution, and was appointed 
Lord Deputy of Ireland where he died at the age of forty. This documented 
portrait is sympathetic and will be of considerable value to students of the Puritan- 
Royalist struggle. (923.242) 
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NELSON THE SAILOR. Russell Grenfell. Faber & Faber, 8s.6d. L.Post 8. 
248 pages. 5 plates. 4 diagrams. Index. 
In this short life of Nelson, Captain Grenfell has endeavoured to depict the great sailor 
as nearly as possible exactly as he was, without glossing over any of his weak points or 
pretending that his failures were other than they were. This treatment does nothing to 
rob the story of its glamour but actually adds to its fascination and interest. Neither 
does the author hesitate to challenge conventional judgments about Nelson where he 
thinks the evidence requires a revised estimate. The merit of this most readable book 
is enhanced by the inclusion of the Trafalgar diagram which was officially approved 
by the Admiralty in 1937. (923.542) 


LETTERS FROM LORD NELSON. Compiled by Geoffrey Rawson. Staples 
Press, 21s. D8. 463 pages. Index. 
This book consists of more than five hundred letters written by Vice-Admiral Lord 
Nelson during his life in the Navy. They have been selected from those first printed by 
Sir Harris Nicolas more than a century ago, and from the Morrison collection of 
correspondence between Nelson and Lady Hamilton, and to these have been added 
extracts from Nelson’s private diary. The letters have been arranged in chronological 
order and cover every aspect of Nelson’s domestic and professional life. (923.542) 


DR. AGGREY: AMBASSADOR FOR AFRICA. William M. Macartney. 
Student Christian Movement, 5s. C8. 106 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 
(Torch Biographies) 

J. E. K. Aggrey (1875-1927), born in the Gold Coast, was educated in a mission school 

and subsequently attended Livingstone College in North Carolina where his ability as 

a scholar led to his being invited to remain as a Lecturer. During his years in the United 

States he did much to promote racial understanding, and acted as Pastor of two small 

negro churches. He returned to Africa when the Phelps-Stokes Fund sponsored a 

commission on African education in 1920. In the years following he did valuable work 

in the preparation for Achimota College on the Gold Coast, not merely on the 
technical side, but in explaining the aims and objects of this African college to those 
who were doubtful or suspicious. The College opened in 1927, with Aggrey as 

Assistant Vice-Principal; only six months later, he died suddenly on a visit to America. 

There are other standard biographies, but this has the merit of being a short and 

popular outline of the achievements of one whom Sir Gordon Guggisburg termed 

‘the finest interpreter which the present century has produced of the white man to the 

black, of the black man to the white.’ (923.7667) 


THE RAINBOW: A PORTRAIT OF JOHN CONSTABLE. Andrew Shirley. 
Michael Joseph, 15s. L.Post 8. 228 pages. 14 plates. List of plates. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

The appearance of this ‘popular’ life of the English landscape painter John Constable 

(1776-1837) is well timed to follow after the publication (noticed in the August 1949 

issue of British Book News) of the new edition of Leslie’s classic biography (1843). 

Leslie’s account of his friend Constable was written in the spirit of hero-worship. 

Time’s perspective, twenty years’ study of Constable material and extensive know- 

ledge of eightcenth- and nineteenth-century painting, enable the Hon. Andrew 

Shirley, who confesses that he ‘can hero-worship Constable almost as much as Charles 

Leslie’, to construct a more balanced and perceptive life story. His book is written in 
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a most attractive style, extremely readable yet filled with subtle observations about 
Constable, both as a man and as an artist. There are sympathetic accounts of his early 
friendships in London, his long engagement with Maria Bicknell, whom he later 
married, and the disappointments and distresses of his later life. The book concludes 
with a lively, often witty, discussion of the arguments for and against Constable’s 
influence on French nineteenth-century painting, in particular the Barbizon and 
Impressionist Schools. Recent attempts to minimize this influence are shown to have 
little basis. (927.5) 


QUESTION MARK. A Journey round the World. Donald McCullough. 

Paul Elek, 7s.6d. C8. 164 pages. Illustrations by Fougasse. Map endpapers. 
This is a very humorous account of the experiences of the Question Master of the 
B.B.C, Brains Trust, when he travelled to Japan ‘to do some “ Brains Trusts” ’ for the 
Occupation Forces, and returned by completing a world tour, broadcasting in every 
country he visited. He has much to say about the work and organization of broad- 
casting in other countrics, the variation in the technique of handling ideas, and the 
relative popularity of B.B.C. programmes. The book abounds in humorous incidents 
arising from his air and land travel, from the people he met, his lectures and the Brains 
Trust questions and answers. He describes scenery vividly and is eulogistic over the 
golfing and fishing facilities available for his leisure. His talks with many people of 
various ranks, races and creeds, lead him to more serious comments on British work 
and influence, past and present, in different parts of the world. The drawings by 
Fougasse, editor of Punch, and collaborator with the author in other books of his, 
admirably illustrate the text with their hilarity or piquant irony. (927.914) 


NEW LIGHT ON POPE. With Some Additions to his Poetry Hitherto 
Unknown. Norman Ault. Methuen, 30s. D8. 379 pages. Frontispiece. 
Mr. Ault’s important book, the result of twenty years’ intermittent research, is aimed 
at rehabilitating the character of Alexander Pope. His relations with his friends and 
enemies, his quarrels and the reason for them are clarified. Mr. Ault produces much 
new evidence to show that Pope was forced into endless quarrels under extreme pro- 
vocation and that, contrary to the popular view of him, he was essentially kind and 
magnanimous and no more spiteful in attack than his enemies. But being a great 
satirist, and unusually impatient of mediocrity, his attacks have retained their deadly 
power, while those of his enemies are forgotten. An illuminating chapter deals with 
the effect of the study of painting on Pope’s poetry and the whole question of the use 
of ‘colour-words’ in poetry is discussed. (928.21) 


SWINBURNE. A Biographical Approach. Humphrey Hare. Witherby, 15s. 
D8. 232 pages. 3 plates. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Hare’s life of Algernon Charles Swinburne (1837-1909) is largely based on 
Georges Lafourcade’s I a Jeunesse de Swinburne (1928), though he says that Lafourcade 
displayed ‘a certain hesitation before the logical conclusion, a certain reluctance in 
judgment’. Mr. Hare, on the contrary, frankly approaches Swinburne in the light of 
the sado-masochism that was the dominant trait in his character, a conclusion from 
which other biographers, including Edmund Gosse and Mr. Harold Nicolson, have 
shrunk. Though the continual references to algolagnia tend to overload his biography 
in one direction, it is the first book in English to study Swinburne’s poetry from the 
point of view of its inherent perversity. Mr. Hare’s picture is clear, concise and 
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scholarly, and he gives an admirable account of the development of Swinburne’s un- 
balanced genius, of his friendships among the Pre-Raphaelites, of the influence upon 
him of de Sade, Baudelaire, Victor Hugo and Mazzini, and of his long decline under 
the guardianship of the literary lawyer Watts-Dunton at “The Pines’, Putney, London. 

(928.21) 


A LIFE OF JOHN KEATS. Dorothy Hewlett. 2nd edition. Hurst & Blackett. 
25s. IM8. 408 pages. 21 illustrations. Endpaper maps. Bibliographies. 
Appendices. Index. 

When first published in 1937 under the title Adonais, this biography was awarded the 

Rose Mary Crawshay Prize. It has long been out of print, and the revised, enlarged 

edition is very welcome, for it is the most authoritative life of this great poct and 

letter-writer (1795-1821), who died of consumption in Rome at the age of twenty-six. 

Miss Hewlett (Mrs. Norman Gilgour) writes well, with a warm sympathy for her 

subject and a sc holarly respect for the facts. She has provided a clear, detailed, fascinat- 

ing picture, not only of the young poet’s personality and career, but of his circle, 
which included Wordsworth, Lamb, Leigh Hunt, Haydon, Shelley, Severn, Cowden 

Clarke and J. H. Reynolds. (928.21) 


ALFRED TENNYSON. Charles Tennyson. Macmillan, 30s. L.Post 8. 
594 pages. Illustrations. 
Sir Charles Tennyson’s life of his grandfather, the greatest of the Victorian poets, 
replaces Hallam Tennyson’s two-volume Memoir of 1897. It reveals many aspects of 
the Poct Laureate’s life and character glossed over in the earlier work and takes its place 
decisively as the new standard biography. In particular, Sir Charles gives a fuller 
account than hitherto of the poct’s early life and unhappy family background to which 
are traced the melancholia and morbid self-distrust of his formative years. He shows 
that Tennyson’s youth was overshadowed by the bitter, warped character of his 
father, which also crippled the lives of his brilliant brothers. We are given much 
valuable information regarding the period known as ‘The Ten Years’ Silence’ and 
shown that the decade between 1832 and 1842 was not so sterile as has been supposed. 
There is also much information about Tennyson’s method of composition, the dates 
of the first drafts of some of his best-known poems and details regarding his relations 
with the firm of Moxon and the sums which he received for his successive publica- 
tions. Sir Charles’s book gives the true facts behind the Tennyson legend and throws 
new light on his temperament and his poetry. (928.21) 


sHaw. C. E. M. Joad. Victor Gollancz, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 240 pages. 

The professed purpose of Dr. Joad’s book is to examine the influence exercised by 
Shaw upon ‘the young men and women of the generation which came to maturity 
just before 1914’. In fact, he deals only with the influence of Shaw upon himself. Dr. 
Joad regards Shaw as ‘the greatest man who has lived in my time’. As an under- 
graduate at Oxford reacting against the Victorians, he came under the spell of Shaw’s 
audacious irreverence about every institution which the Victorians held sacred, 
including the home, women and imperialism, and he founded his own mode of 
attack upon these things on Shaw’s dialectical brilliance. As he grew older, Dr. Joad 
came to doubt the value of his master’s Vitalistic philosophy and felt ill at ease in his 


clean, cold world. Shaw, he discovered, had ‘no pub or music-hall side’ and though 
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he possessed wit, he lacked levity. Moreover his ‘defensible exaggeration’ tempted 
him to express opinions with which even the most devoted disciple could not agree. 
(928.22) 


THE MIND’S EYE. A Twelve Month Journal. John Brophy. Arthur Barker, 
15s. D8. 288 pages. 15 plates. Index. 
John Brophy’s pleasantly written journal, covering a year of his private and profes- 
sional life as a novelist, provides interesting glimpses of the London environment, 
with commentaries on plays, films, books, pictures, cricket and tennis. In particular 
there are portraits of his friends Liddell Hart, the military historian and biographer 
Sir Laurence Olivier and Michael Redgrave, the actors, and Mervyn Peake, the artist. 
There is also a record of a visit to Dublin during the anniversary celebrations of the 
1798 Rebellion, and an investigation into the historical sites connected with the Irish 
leaders Robert Emmet and Sarah Curran. (928.23 


THE FOUR BRONTES. The Lives and Works of Charlotte, Branwell, Emily 
and Anne Bronté. Lawrence and E. M. Hanson. Oxford University Press, 
25s. sD8. 421 pages. 13 plates. Notes. Bibliography. Index 

Though there have been many lives of Charlotte and Emily and, to a lesser extent, of 

Branwell and Anne Bronté, Mr. and Mrs. Hanson’s book is the first to attempt a 

unified study of the interplay of character and action between the four members of the 

family. This has been made possible by recent researches into the Bronté juvenilia and 
by a fresh study of the manuscripts. The new approach is given point by the fact that 
the Brontés, of whom at least two were great novelists and one a great poet as well, 
lived the greater part of their lives in a remote English village in a seclusion that is 
difficult to imagine today. Profoundly affected as they were by their wild environ- 
ment, living almost continually in each other’s company, they could gwen p — 
having a powerful influence on one another as writers. Branwell and Anne, thoug! 

hardly comparable in genius with either of their sisters, are, the authors an 
here given their first full-length study, and the novels and poems of all four are 
related closely to the biographical data. The Hansons’ book is the outcome of 
many years’ patient research and is remarkable both for its good judgment and careful 

documentation. (928.23) 
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DOD'S PEERAGE, 1949. Business Dictionaries, 20s. limp leather; 15s. cloth. 
38 x 4} inches. 520 pages. 

A convenient little volume for ready reference on the Royal Family, English, Scottish 

and Irish Peers and Peeresses and their children. Surnames and subordinate titles of 

peers are given, and tables of precedence and formal modes of address. New Year's 

Honours Lists are also included. (929.7201) 


Rome 
THE ROMANS. R.H. Barrow. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 224 pages. Map. 
Table of dates. Index. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 


An analysis of the accomplishments of the Romans and of their imp: act upon Europe an 
civilization, written from the point of view that the study of the past is of vital im- 
portance for the understanding of ourselves, and that the essence of Roman genius and 
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character is an important part of that study. The relation of the state and the individual, 
the double loyalty to state and township, and the use and misuse of an empire are 
some of the problems which the Romans had to face; the solutions they proposed 
are often peculiarly modern. The book includes chapters on history, Latin literature, 
Roman administration and law, religion and philosophy. (937) 


Europe 
THE MAKING OF CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE. Francis Dvornik. 
Polish Research Centre, 25s. R8. 354 pages. 5 maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Professor Dvornik is an authority on the Christian East, especially in the field of 
Church and Byzantine history. He is the author of the standard work on the Photian 
Schism (1948). In the present volume he considers the historical origins of Central 
and Eastern Europe. In many aspects it is a continuation of his book, Les Slaves, 
Byzance et Rome au IXiéme siécle (Paris, 1926). The author studies the tenth and 
eleventh centuries, when national interests began to assert themselves and to clash. His 
book covers the rise of medieval Germany and the achievements of Otto III, the rise 
of a great Slavonic state between Germany and Russia, Poland, Bohemia and Hungary, 
and the contest between three dynasties: Piasts, Przemyslides and Slavniks. The work 
is documented and there is a separate bibliography of sources. (940.14) 


EUROPEAN HISTORY, 1648-1789. Robert M. Rayner. Longmans, Green, 
16s. D8. 378 pages. 15 maps. 5 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
A concise survey of the era between the Peace of Westphalia and the French Revolu- 
tion. Throughout the period France was the centre of western culture. In the reign of 
Louis XIV Monarchy reached its culmination, and became decadent in that of his 
successor. This epoch saw the climax and fall of Sweden and the Dutch Republic as 
Great Powers, the emergence of Russia under Peter and Catherine and of Prussia under 
Frederick. The treatment of the period is thorough and there are helpful suggestions 
for further reading. Mr. Rayner is the author of several widely used historical text- 
books. (940.25) 


World War Il 


THE GREEN BERET. The Story of the Commandos, 1940-1945. Hilary St. 
George Saunders. Foreword by the Earl Mountbatten. Michel Joseph, 153. 
L.Post 8. 362 pages. 35 illustrations. 6 maps. Index. 


This is the first full-length authoritative story of the Commandos from their inception 
in 1940 to the final stages of the 1939-45 war. The Commandos, first recruited solely 
from the Army and later augmented by Royal Marines, were on every battlefield of 
importance and were engaged in many subsidiary actions. It would not be possible in 
a book of this size to cover in detail the 147 actions in which they took part, but the 
author presents a full and balanced picture of their operations. The book opens with 
an account of a typical Commando raid in 1942, and it then reverts to 1940 when the 
first Commando of the war was organized for the initial raid on occupied Europe. 
The following chapters cover their actions in Norway, the Middle East, Sicily, Italy, 
France, Germany and finally Burma. It is a stirring narrative and, for a work of this 
sort, it is written with a model proportioning of fact, colour and anecdote. 

(940.541242) 
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Britain 

ILLUSTRATED ENGLISH SOCIAL HISTORY. VOL. I. CHAUCER’S 
ENGLAND AND THE EARLY TUDORS. G. M. Trevelyan. Longmans, 
Green, 18s. sD8. 191 pages. 4 colour plates. 172 gravure plates. 3 text 
illustrations. Map. Bibliography. Index. 


The Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, published in 1944 an English Social History 
which, by its combination of literary quality and beautiful balance, has proved to be 
(for the general reader) the standard social history of England from the fourteenth to 
the nineteenth century. This new edition will consist of four volumes, in which the 
illustrations have been specially selected by Miss Ruth G. Wright both for their 
relation to the text and for their intrinsic interest. They are drawn as far as possible 
from English and contemporary sources. Many are reproductions of originals in the 
British Museum and in the National Gallery. Playbills, book illustrations, portraits of 
famous people and houses, caricatures and advertisements form a pictorial com- 
mentary on the life of the people at every level. To illustrate place, both modern 
photographs and cighteenth- and nineteenth-century engravings have been used. 
There are thirty pages of detailed descriptive notes on the illustrations; these give a 
summary account of the source of each illustration, its authorship, date and pro- 
venance, and its present whereabouts, together with an indication of noteworthy 
features either in its subject matter or treatment. (942) 


GEORGE III, LORD NORTH AND THE PEOPLE. H. Butterfield. Bell, 30s. 
D8. 420 pages. Appendices. Index. 


A detailed account of the crisis in Britain of 1779-80—a time of peculiar interest and 
significance for the later development of the constitution and Parliamentary govern- 
ment. The American war was running its melancholy course, a Franco-Spanish in- 
vasion threatened, there was semi-revolution in Ireland, and a disintegration within 
the Cabinet itself helped to bring the Government to the brink of disaster. ‘It is 
difficult to know how such a ramshackle administration can have remained in exis- 
tence at such a critical time’, yet somehow the Ministry of the inept and unhappy 
Lord North contrived to hang together and to continue for another two years. 
Professor Butterfield gives an instructive and vivid picture of the subterfuges which 
Lord North employed to enable it to do so, of the opposition tactics in Parliament, of 
the forces massed against it abroad and at home, of the nature and effects of the 
insidious Royal influence and of the part played by the people. He carries the story of 
this upheaval to the eve of the Gordon Riots which deterred many of the opposition 
from pursuing extreme courses. His readable account places in a new light a most 
important stage in the emergence of the movement for Parliamentary Reform and 
shows how Charles James Fox became ‘the man of the people’. (942.073) 


Gibraltar 


ANNUAL REPORT ON GIBRALTAR FOR THE YEAR 1948. Colonial 
Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. D8. 48 pages. 5 photographs. Map. 
Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 

An important constitutional step was taken in November when it was announced that 

His Majesty’s Government had approved of the early setting up of a Legislature for 
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Gibraltar: this body will include five elected members. Progress in education and 
housing has been made during the year, and the cost of the latter has been met in part 
by a local loan. (946.8) 


Russia 
THE MARITIME HISTORY OF RUSSIA, 848-1948. Mairin Mitchell. 
Sidgwick & Jackson, 31s.6d. M8. $60 pages. 7 illustrations. 19 maps. 
3 appendices. Bibliography. Index. 
Although Russia’s only undisputed sea is the Arctic Ocean with 15,000 miles of shore- 
line, she has a greater length of coastline than any other country. In this book the 
author presents a comprehensive study, which is the first to appear in English, of the 
sea aspect of Russian history from its origins up to 1948. After outlining its progress to 
modern times, he discusses current problems, among which are: What is the back- 
eround to the seaward expansion of the Soviet Union?; How far have the contem- 
porary rulers of Russia fulfilled the promise made by Peter the Great to his people 
that they should be great by sea as by land?; How will the maritime aims of Moscow 
today affect Russian relations with the British Empire, and the new sea power of 
America in the Pacific?; and the effect of the atomic age upon ocean power with 
particular reference to Russia. He concludes that the early Russian efforts to expand 
seawards form one of the principal motives in the present foreign policy. A supple- 
mentary section of seventy pages tells the story of the Red Fleet in the Second World 
War. (947) 


Brunei 

ANNUAL REPORT ON BRUNEI FOR THE YEAR 1948. Colonial Office. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 4s. R8. 54 pages. 6 photographs. Map. Tables. 
Paper bound. 


The little Sultanate of Brunei, on the north-west coast of Borneo, suffered during the 
war, and the task of rehabilitation is proving difficult owing to shortage of trained 
staff, suitable materials and competent local contractors. Some progress has been 
made, however, with communications; the important petroleum industry has reached 
a high level and the oilfield at Seria is claimed to be the largest single producer in the 
British Commonwealth. The increased acreage under rice cultivation and the excel- 
lent harvest ensured an adequate food supply. (991.1) 


FICTION 
General 


MANSFIELD PARK. Jane Austen. Zodiac Press: Chatto & Windus, 8s.6d. 
sD8. 356 pages. 
Mansfield Park, one of the classic masterpieces of English fiction, followed Pride and 
Prejudice in 1814. More than any other of Jane Austen’s novels, it presents extreme 
opposites in characterization, and also a wider range of imaginative experience than is 
usual with her. On the other hand, Fanny Price conforms more than any of her 
heroines to the prevailing fashion of frail, timid women of exquisite virtue. Just as 
there is no one so good as Fanny in the other novels, so there is no one so evil as Mrs. 
Norris. Though Fanny possesses those qualities which make a person an object of 
sympathy and interest rather than of desire, Jane Austen manages her plot with such 


67 








subtlety and psychological penetration that Edmund Crawford’s infatuation for his 


bewitching cousin Mary changes, through admiration of her sensibility, into love for 
Fanny. In contrast to Jane Austen’s other novels, with their wit and vivacity, the] 
characters of Mansfield Park reflect and moralize. It also contains recognizable frag-| 
ments of autobiography. The action is confined almost exclusively to the country 
house of the title and its immediate neighbourhood. 


SENSE AND SENSIBILITY. Jane Austen. Avalon Press, 15s. D8. 302 pages.| 
8 colour plates, line drawings in text, and illustrated endpapers by Blair 
Hughes-Stanton. 


A handsome new edition of Jane Austen’s first novel to be published, Sense and 
Sensibility (1811). It deals with the theme that she treated in all her novels: the life of a 
middle class country family, particularly as it concerned the inheritance of family 
property and the closely related question, the marriage of the children, especially of 
the daughters, an ever present problem in such families. In this novel Mrs. Henry 
Dashwood is left in straitened circumstances by the estate, in which her husband had 
only a life interest, passing to her stepson. She is by zemperament unable to cope with 
the new state of affairs and her two elder daughters, Elinor and Marianne, have to 
deal with their marriage prospects themselves, Elinor with sense, ‘strength of under- 
standing’, Marianne with sensibility (impulsive susceptibility) for ‘she was everything 
but prudent’. With skilful and minute strokes Jane Austen builds her incidents and 
many characters. The reader is always waiting on the turn of events, and constantly 
relishes the irony, wit and humour. 


THE SHELTERING SKY. Paul Bowles. John Lehmann, 10s.6d. 1C8. 304 pages. 
Two young Americans, Port Moresby and his wife Kit, with their casual friend 
Tunner, embark upon a journey into the Sahara—largely as a relief from the frustra- 
tion of their personal lives. In the desert they meet with a party of eccentric English 
travellers; a succession of adventures become increasingly macabre and pointless until 
they end in the death of Moresby and the madness of his wife. In the predicament of 
his characters, the author evidently seeks to symbolize one aspect of modern civiliza- 
tion—the sense of frustration and futility that afflicts people faced with enormous and 
destructive forces against which they are powerless. Paul Bowles is a young American 
writer who lives in Tangier. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOONS. Monica Dickens. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
320 pages. Paper bound. 

Miss Dickens, great-grand-daughter of Charles Dickens, worked in a hospital during 
the war and her experience stands her in good stead in this novel (first published in 
1945). It is concerned with a popular and successful consultant physician whose charm 
was such that people battened on it, saddling him with responsibilities which he could 
not escape and one of which had tragic consequences. The author shows the effect upon 
the doctor’s character of his relationships with his wife, his friends and his staff, and the 
routine of private practice and hospital work forms an interesting background. 


INTRUDER IN THE DuST. William Faulkner. Chatto & Windus, 9s.6d. 
D8. 247 pages. 


The style in Mr. Faulkner’s first novel for eight years remains as complex and 
interesting as ever, but the story is less original (and also less violent) and there are 
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fewer memorable characters. Like most of his books, it is laid in his own literary 
empire, the Deep South, and concerns the complicated relations between the coloured 
peoples and the whites, exemplified by a jailed negro accused of a murder he did not 
commit and whom everyone expects at any time to be lynched and burned. He is 
saved by a young boy who owed the negro a debt which has become a fixation, and by 
one of Faulkner's typical decayed aristocratic females. The writing is difficult with its 
convoluted, page-long sentences and esoteric vocabulary, but an engrossing story 
unfolds as one progresses. New readers may find it easier if they read long sections at 
a time and gain an ‘impression’ of the story rather than concentrate on the time, place 
and characters concerned in each sentence. 


THE DARK PENINSULA. Ernest Frost. John Lehmann, 9s.6d. 1C8. 224 pages 
Mr. Frost’s story is set in a Southern Italian port over which the war has passed, 
leaving behind the British garrison, who feel homesick and isolated. Mulholland, a 
young officer with a literary mind who feels himself psychologically imprisoned in 
his own past, has befriended a young private who is a poet. Both men are dominated 
by their colonel, Judd, and the group also includes Carla, the wife of an Italian doctor, 
and Sibil, a cultured and ageing Scandinavian amoureuse. The shifting relationships 
between these five people are developed with some insight, though the book hinges 
principally on the emotional dilemmas of Judd. The Italian setting is vividly and 
sensitively rendered, and if the dialogue is occasionally awkward Mr. Frost reveals 
himself in his first book as a writer of promise. 


THE ARABIAN’ BIRD. Constantine Fitz Gibbon. Cassell, 8s.6d. C8. 
227 pages. 

A young man whose first wife left him returns from Italy in 1944 to find his son in 
the act of making love to his second wife. He leaves her and accepts solitude. Though 
superficially melodramatic, this difficult central situation is managed by the author with 
the convincing strictness of truth. The novel works firmly to its climax within a tight, 
well-constructed framework. In essence it is the story of a man too sensitive to stand 
‘the buffetings and struggles of a shared life’—the second attempt is too much for him, 
and inability to revive in middle age feelings mortally injured in youth leads to his 
second wife’s infidelity. 


TALES OF GOOD AND EVIL. Nicolai V. Gogol. Translated from the 
Russian with an introduction by David Magarshack. John Lehmann, 
8s.6d. C8. 304 pages. (The Chiltern Library) 

The five stories collected here show Gogol’s (1809-52) mastery of the imaginative, the 

supernatural, the purely romantic, the historical and the tragi-comical styles. ‘The 

Terrible Vengeance’ first appeared in the second volume of Evenings in the Hamlet 

near Dikanka and established him as a writer of genius, able to penetrate the most 

hidden places of the human mind as revealed in dreams. ‘The Portrait’ and ‘The 

Nevsky Avenue’ also make use of dreams to uncover hidden motives of conduct and, 

as the translator points out, are a remarkable anticipation of the modern methods of 

psychiatric treatment. In Taras Bulba and ‘The Overcoat’, which follow, we have 

Gogol’s great historical novel of the Dnieper Cossacks and his famous story of the 

humble St. Petersburg civil servant’s bid for freedom and happiness. “The Overcoat’ 

began a new chapter in Russian literature, in which the underdog and social misfit is 
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not treated as a nuisance or a figure of fun, or an object of charity, but as 2 human 
being with as much right to happiness as anyone else. The introduction includes a 
great deal of biographical material not hitherto published in English. 


THE GREYHOUND IN THE LEASH. Joyce Horner. Faber & Faber, 12s.6d. 
C8. 389 pages. 

The theme of this book by the author of an outstanding first novel, The Wind and the 
Rain, is ‘what might have been’ had one chosen a different course in one’s youth. 
Evelina, the heroine of the novel, is shown in three different roles according to the 
choice she might have made. There is an epilogue that is perhaps the reality. Each 
‘life’ is a plausible one and the author’s perception is shown in her development of 
Evelina’s character which, in each case, is in keeping with the girl she was and the 
woman she became. The reader will make his own choice of the role he would prefer 
for Evelina, although the author’s preference is not far to seek. 


LITTLE BOY LOST. Marghanita Laski. Cresset Press, 9s.6d. C8. 216 pages. 
Frontispiece drawing by Vicky. 

In 1940 Hilary Wainwright was forced to leave behind him in Paris his wife and his 
newly born son. Later he heard that his wife had been killed by the Gestapo, but that 
the boy was in safe hands. The story opens with the arrival in London in 1943 of 
Pierre, a member of the French Resistance, who comes to tell Hilary that the boy has 
vanished but that he has hopes of tracing him. In 1945 Hilary goes to Paris to join in 
the search. By this time he has grown afraid of emotion which to him has brought 
only suffering i in its train, and in the starved and stunted little boy who confronts him 
in an orphanage he is half reluctant to recognize his son, although instinct tells him 
that the boy is his. Unable to come to a decision, he idles his days away in the bombed 
and dismal provincial town in which the orphanage is situated, and as a means of 
escape becomes involved with a prostitute. Though the reader is never quite con- 
vinced of Wainwright’s reality, the book has a touching, pathetic quality and reveals 
unusual powers of description. 


THE BIRD OF DAWNING. John Maseficld. Reprint. William Heinemann, 
6s. C8. 296 pages. Glossary. 

The Poet Laureate is also well known for his stories of the sea. The Bird of Dawning was 
first published in 1933 and has been continuously popular. The tale concerns the 
fortunes of the crew of a China clipper sailing from Foochow in the 1860s in the 
customary homeward race of the tea ships. The Blackgauntlet is wrecked after seven 
weeks’ voyage and the second mate and a handful of men abandon ship in an open 
boat. The story of how they come upon the Bird of Dawning, mysteriously deserted 
though still afloat, and bring her home to London, is one of continuous excitement and 
tension; the character drawi ing, though of no great subtlety, is convincing, and the 
racy, yet unromanticized picture of the hazards of the sea is authentic. 


THE PURSUIT OF LOVE. Nancy Mitford. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
224 pages. Paper bound. 

Nancy Mitford’s amusing and sophisticated novel (first published in 1945) deals 

principally with the love affairs of Linda Radlett, one of the daughters of an eccentric 
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and violent English peer. Brought up in a country house in the west of England by 
her father, whose only interest is in hunting, she leads an aimless social life with her 
first husband, a Conservative Member of Parliament, whom she leaves for a Com- 
munist. From this too impersonal and ideological relationship she escapes to Paris, 
where she experiences the greatest passion of her life with a middle-aged French 
aristocrat just before the outbreak of the Second World War. The author’s wit and 
high spirits make her novel a refreshing experience. In Linda Radlett, with her wild- 
ness and her love of animals, she has created a most attractive character, while the 
social and political background of England between the wars is sharply outlined. 


OF MICE AND MEN and CANNERY ROW. John Steinbeck. Penguin Books, 
1s.6d. sC8. 249 pages. Paper bound. 

The American writer John Steinbeck made his name with Of Mice and Men (first 
published in 1937). His style, a mixture of the very tough and the morbidly senti- 
mental, finds full play in this brilliant little study of an incongruous friendship. Lennic 
and George are casual ranch workers in California. Lennie is a half-witted giant with 
a childlike good nature and a tremendous strength that, when exerted, has ominous 
results. George, who protects his friend from a harsh world, is small and hard-boiled, 
and yet has need of this strange companionship. The end to their association is both 
tragic and ironic. Cannery Row (first published in 1945) reveals another side to Stein- 
beck—his warm sympathy with humanity in all its varied aspects and in particular 
with the humble, the poor and the eccentric. He spills out the stories of the people 
who live in Cannery Row—the Chinese grocer, the painter, the brothel keeper, the 
scientist, the local toughs and others—saints or sinners—withra rich, infectious gusto 
and a capacity to find poetry in unexpected places. 


KIDNAPPED and CATRIONA. Robert Louis Stevenson. Harrap, 6s. sC8. 
§20 pages. Frontispiece. Map. (The Holborn Library) 

Apart from an ugly title-page and very ugly frontispiece, this is an attractive and useful 
reprint. It brings together in a compact volume one of the best and most popular of 
Stevenson’s romances of adventure, Kidnapped (1886) and its sequel (1893). Both 
novels deal with the adventures of David Balfour, mainly in Scotland, in the year 1751 
and later, during the troubled times which followed the Jacobite rebellion of 1745; 
they show Stevenson very nearly at his best in the fight in the round-house, the long 
flight through the heather, and the macabre story of Tod Lapraik. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 


TALES OF THE UNCANNY AND SUPERNATURAL. Algernon Blackwood. 
Peter Nevill, 12s.6d. 1C8. 432 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 

Algernon Blackwood is a master of the uncanny, and some of the stories in this collec- 
tion will impart a genuine thrill of horror to the susceptible reader. Not all of them, 
however, are of this calibre and these provide welcome oases that heighten the effect 
of the others. Such famous stories as ‘The Man Whom the Trees Loved’, ‘The 
Pikestaffe Case’, and ‘The Lost Valley’ are included, and there are two new stories, 
‘The Doll’ and ‘The Trod’. Artistically built up with a wealth of descriptive detail 
to the final shattering dénouement, Mr. Blackwood’s stories can be recommended to 
all who enjoy this type of fiction, though not perhaps for bedtime reading. 
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THE BEAST MUST DIE. Nicholas Blake. John Lehmann, 6s. sC8. 208 pages. 
(The Holiday Library) 


Frank Cairnes, whose young son was killed by a car that failed to stop, determines to | 
find the driver and put an end to him. His carefully worked out plan fails, but the man 
dies nevertheless. Nigel Strangeways, who has appeared in other books by the author, 
works out the tragic solution. Distinguished by its ingenuity, good writing and vivid 
characterization, the book will absorb the reader and surprise him with its final twist. 
It was first published in 1938. Its author is the well-known poet and critic, C. Day 
Lewis. 


CASE OF THE GIANT KILLER. H.C.Branson. John Lane The Bodley Head, | 

8s.6d. C8. 222 pages. 
Threats of murder are followed by murder, but not of the man who was threatened. | 
That follows later, and by the time the second murder occurs the investigation has | 
proceeded far enough to enable the police to arrive at a solution of both crimes. The 
characterization is good and the puzzle that first cleverly confuses should grow clearer 
to the reader towards the end. 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 


Fiction 

THE DEAR OLD SNOW MAN. OH! WHAT A LOVELY TIME. Enid } 
Blyton. Brockhampton Press (Leicester), 2s.6d. each. 4 x 5} inches. $5 pages 
each. Illustrations. (The Nursery Series) 

These little books by a popular writer for children are a convenient size for the nursery 

and should make a distinct appeal to its occupants (ages three to six years). The first 

contains five brief stories of animals; fairies and magic; the second is a full-length tale 

about a Christmas party organized for themselves by the toys in a toy shop. 


THE FOREST MYSTERY. Agnes Booth. Faber & Faber, 8s.6d. L.Post 8. 
240 pages. 18 illustrations by Reg Forster. 
An original school story with a setting in a co-education school, which will provide 
youngsters from eleven to fourteen years with as much mystery, adventure and comic 
relief as they could wish for. Primrose and Jeremy, newcomers to St. Wilfreds, meet 
on the train and at once become involved in the puzzling affair of the chemical 
formula; this main theme is embellished with incidents of every sort. Masters who are 
not so good (or so bad) as they appear to be, nice children, crafty children, conceited 
or intelligent children—the author sketches them all in with a nice sense of character 


and a command of plausible dialogue, and relates their adventures, pranks, friendships | 


or harmless feuds in the most racy manner. 


THE STORY OF BELINDA BEAR. Written and drawn by Cam. John Lave 
The Bodley Head, 4s.6d. 5} x 6} inches. 32 pages. Illustrations by the 
author. 

Charmingly illustrated in colour, this is the fifth of Cam’s delightful picture books for 

the very young. Produced in a smaller size than the previous books, it is easier to 
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handle. Belinda is a rather greedy little bear with a passion for honey, but she is 
helpful, too, and is able to bring good fortune to a kind old man who befriends her. 


MOSSY GREEN THEATRE. Mary Dunn. Harrap, 8s.6d. D8. 141 pages. 
Illustrations in colour and black and white by Astrid Walford. 


Mossy Green Theatre was built in the woods of moss and sticks by a little girl; one 
day she found that it had turned into a miniature replica of Drury Lane theatre and 
was peopled with animals—all busily engaged in rehearsing the pantomime, Cinderella. 
The animals are very funny and lively, and truthfully reflect typical stage personalities 
—from the temperamental mouse who considers (wrongly) that she is a ‘star’ to the 
harassed badger who is the producer. The illustrations are delightful. For children 
from nine to thirteen. 


JOHNNY AND JEMIMA. Bryan Guinness. Reprint. William Heinemann, 6s. 

D8. 53 pages. Illustrations by Roland Pym. 
A re-issue, with additional illustrations, of an agreeably written story for children of 
six to eight, which was first published in 1936, and has been translated into French and 
also Kurdish. Johnny and Jemima run away from the unpleasant people who are 
looking after them during their parents’ absence, and they are joined by other children 
anxious, too, to escape or find adventure; they also collect some friendly animals 
en route. Together, they discover buried treasure, build a house for themselves in the 
woods, and after plenty of fun and incident Johnny and Jemima are re-united with 
their parents. 


THE VOYAGE OF THE INDIAN BRIG. Winifred Holmes. Bell, 8s.6d. C8. 
218 pages. Illustrations by Jack Matthew. 

The Shree Veera Laksmi is a two-masted trading brig; Timothy and Jane along with 
Raja, the son of the Hindu owner of the vessel, are taken on as ‘crew’ by the good- 
natured if somewhat apprehensive captain. But the children soon make themselves 
useful aboard and before the end of their exciting trip—from the Malabar coast to 
Ceylon and then to the Maldive and Nicobar islands and Singapore—they have proved 
themselves a blessing in disguise. Their adventures include running into a cyclone, an 
attempted mutiny on board, and a hunt for treasure. Winifred Holmes has lived in 
India and knows, too, about ships; she also writes extremely well. Young people of 
thirteen to fifteen years will enjoy this lively tale and learn something about the life 
and legends of some Indian islands. 


BIGGLES BREAKS THE SILENCE. W. E. Johns. Hodder & Stoughton, 6s. 
C8. 191 pages. Illustrations by Stead. 

Further adventures of Sergeant Bigglesworth of the British Air Police and his col- 
leagues, Ginger, Algy and Bertie. This time they are off to the Antarctic to uncover 
the mystery of the Starry Crown, a ship with a valuable cargo wrecked many years 
previously. A gang with less honourable intentions are on the track too, and Biggles 
and his men have a tough time of it before their adversaries are outwitted and the gold 
salvaged. A racy tale for boys of thirteen years upwards. 


THE GREEN ORCHARD. Maura Laverty. Longmans, Green, 10s.6d. F4. 


87 pages. Illustrations in colour and black and white by A. A. Mason. 


This delightful Irish story, for children from five to eight years, is made even more 
attractive by the charming, out-of-the-ordinary illustrations which accompany it. 
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Tinkler, a black cat, and Hoppitty, a mongrel, are not appreciated by their respective 
owners, so, along with a monkey from the Dublin Zoo, they escape to the country. 
After a setback when they are made to do humiliating tricks in a circus, they reach the 
Green Orchard—where all unwanted or badly treated pets find a happy home. 


STRANGERS AT THE FAIR. Patricia Lynch. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
73 pages. Illustrations by Eileen Coghlan. Paper bound. (Puffin Story 
Books) 


Patricia Lynch has written many tales for young people about Irish peasants and their 
children against a background of market-place, fairground, village, mountain, or bog; 
and among these eighteen short stories her readers will meet some familiar characters: 
Eileen and Seamus and the donkey Long Ears, Fergus and the Ballad Singer (who have 
here a strange encounter with a leprechaun), the tinker Yalla Handkercher, and 
others. Children of nine to thirteen who know and love Ireland as a land of richly 
eccentric characters, where the supernatural is still a reality, will enjoy this book, 
which was first published in 1945. 


RED FOX. Charles G. D. Roberts. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), $3.00. 
IC8. 227 pages. 16 illustrations. 

It is with interest and pleasure that one notes the recent reprintings of the animal 
stories of Sir Charles G. D. Roberts. Once called the ‘Dean of Canadian literature’, 
poetry, history, novels and short stories came from his pen in quick and varied 
succession. But now his reputation and contribution to Canadian literature scems to 
be stabilized in his nature stories. These embody the very atmosphere of animal life 
in the Canadian northern woods and emphasize the drama of the animals’ struggle to 
exist rather than any Elysian joy of woodland life. These books have the reality and 
accuracy that come from hours of patient observation combined with the sensitive 
interpretation and description - . nature poet. Now available are: Red Fox, The Feet 
of the Furtive, Kings in E. vile, ‘isdom of the Wilderness, and Thirteen Bears and Forest 
Folk. These last two are pe hee of short stories brought together from different 
sources of Roberts’s works and edited by Ethel Hume Bennett. 


BOBBY BREWSTER AND THE WINKERS CLUB. H. E. Todd. Edmund 
Ward (Leicester), 6s. 6 x 7} inches. 95 pages. Frontispiece. Illustrations by 
4 pag I } 

Bryan Ward. 


The seven stories in this volume have been chosen from a series of tales, broadcast in 
the B.B.C. Children’s Hour, which have proved immensely popular. To belong to the 
Winkers’ Club a child must be under six and be able to wink with the left eye; then 
the animal members of the Club will talk to him and, as Bobby soon finds, all sorts of 
amusing and interesting things may happen. Boys and girls from five to eight will be 
delighted with these original and lively little tales and the amusing illustrations that 
accompany them. 


NO BOATS ON BANNERMERE. Geoffrey Trease. William Heinemann, 
8s.6d. 1C8. 260 pages. Illustrations by Richard Kenne dy. 

Mr. Trease has written several historical tales for young pe ople, but here he breaks 

fresh ground in a modern story of school and home life with a Cumberland setting. 

There is obviously something peculiar about Sir Alfred Askew who poses (not very 
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successfully) as the local squire and who will not allow boating on his lake; but Bill 


spirits and intelligence, and are soon on the scent of an unusual mystery. Together 
with their school-friends, they turn amateur acchaeologists and manage to defeat 
Sir Alfred’s dishonest schemes. A well-written book which will be enjoyed by children 
of ten to fourteen years. 


CROSS THE BRIDGE AND SEE. Kathleen Wallace. William Heinemann, 
8s.6d. 1C8. 237 pages. Illustrations by Steven Spurrier. 

A gently written, romantic story by a popular novelist for girls of fifteen onwards. 

The setting is in pre-war China; Kay Sherman goes out to Ch unling, a university city, 

to rejoin her parents and younger brother and sister (her father is a doctor at the big 

hospital). They are lucky to have such delightful neighbours as the Wu family, rich 

and cultivated Chinese 





andowners, and the Sherman children are thus privileged to 
get an insight into the Chinese way of life. Their many activities in the company of the 
§ § . } 


friendly young Wus and other children include pleasant excursions to the surround- 

ing countryside, picnics, bathing and riding. 

Non-Fiction 

BUTTERFLIES ON THE WING. L. Hugh Newman. Edmund Ward (Leicester) 
38.6d. 4 x 5} inches. 63 pages. 10 colour plates. Black-and-white drawings 
in text. (‘Truth in a Tale’ Series) 

This little book, written by a well-known broadcaster on insect subjects, introduces to 

the reader the butterflies met with by a family of children during an English spring 

and summer. The careful descriptions, numerous interesting facts, and good illustra- 


C..11 Ee ” 1 : ~ ° : 
tions, make it a useful book for children who are making their first acquaintance with 
the countryside. 








February 1950 


R. J. CHARLESTON 
BOOKS FOR COLLECTORS: 
POTTERY, PORCELAIN, GLASS 


THE output of books on ceramic subjects in the present century has been 
prodigious, and limitations of space have made it impossible to deal with 
them all. This article therefore limits itself in the main to works published in 
the last ten years, and omits those which seem to be of a trivial or ephemeral 
nature. The inevitable result of such selectivity is that certain classes of 
ceramic wares are not touched upon at all, except in so far as they may be 
treated in works of a more general nature; and where recent works of this 
kind have been lacking, the ten years’ limit has accordingly been disregarded. 
These more general works may serve as guides to more specialized reading. 

In general, only books have been cited, but notice has also been paid to the 
more important articles published in the Transactions of the two English 
societies devoted exclusively to the furtherance of ceramic studies—the 
English Ceramic Circle (E.C.C.) and the Oriental Ceramic Society (O.C.S.).! 


POTTERY, PORCELAIN AND GLASS: GENERAL 


There is only one recent book dealing with the whole subject comprised in 
the title of this article. A Key to Pottery and Glass by Bernard Rackham (1940, 
Blackie, s.), a remarkable work of compression by a universally acknow- 
ledged authority, is divided into two parts. The first traces the progress of 
pottery from its earliest origins, through the classical traditions and those of 
the Near Eastern countries, to the European achievements of tin-enamelled 
earthenware on the one hand and of the stonewares and earthenwares owing 
their inspiration to clay techniques on the other; with this theme is inter- 
woven the story of porcelain from its beginnings in the Far East to its universal 
diffusion in Europe. The second part deals with the history of glass from 
antiquity down to modern times. 


POTTERY AND PORCELAIN: GENERAL 


Recent books dealing with the whole history of pottery and porcelain are 
completely to seek, and recourse must necessarily be had to the standard | 
Pottery and Porcelain by Emil Hannover, translated from the Danish by W. W. 
Worster pose Bernard Rackham and edited by the latter (1925, Benn, 3 vols., 
258., 18s., 25s.). This may be supplemented by Chaffers’ Marks and Monograms 
on > te and Oriental Pottery and Porce slain, edited by F. Litchfield assisted 


*The Transactions of the E.C.C. are priced at £1 each number, and may be obtained direct 
from the Hon. Editor, E.8, Kenilworth Court, Hagley Road, Birmingham, 16; those of the O.C.S. 
cost £2 each number and may be obtained direct from the Secretary, 48 Davies Street, London, 
W.1. Not all back numbers are available. 
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by R. L. Hobson and Dr. Justus Brinckmann (14th edition 1946, William 
Reeves, 105s.), although this much-worked-over book should be used with 
caution. A book without geographical or chronological limits but restricted 
to a single field is the Victoria and Albert Museum Guide to the Collection of 
Tiles by Arthur Lane, published under the authority of the Board of Educa- 
tion (1939, 3s.6d. or (in cloth) 4s.6d.). 

A number of books have appeared in recent years which, although not 
necessarily contributions to the factual knowledge about pottery and porce- 
lain, help the collector to appreciate the aesthetic merits of the pieces he 
covets or possesses. W. B. Honey in The Art of the Potter (1946, Faber & 
Faber, 358.) discusses the inter-relation between the techniques and the 
aesthetics of pottery, and elucidates his theme by a selection of plates, accom- 
panied by a commentary, to illustrate “Three Types of Excellence in Pottery’. 
In the twenty-eight text-pages and thirty-six plates of Style in Pottery (1948, 
Oxford University Press, 6s.) Arthur Lane ranges over the Ancient World, 
the Near and Far East, and pre-industrial and modern Europe, and relates 
styles to technique and general art-history in a stimulating essay which is also 
a remarkable feat of compression. Bernard Leach in A Potter's Book (1940, 
Faber & Faber, 25s.), although mainly dealing with the technical activities of 
the potter, devotes a chapter to the aims of pottery, and concerns himself 
throughout with the appreciation of ceramic qualities. 


CONTINENTAL POTTERY AND PORCELAIN 


European Ceramic Art by W. B. Honey (1949, Faber & Faber, 63s.) is an illus- 
trated historical survey of European ceramics from the end of the Middle 
Ages to about 1815. It is designed as the first volume of a comprehensive 
dictionary of European ceramic art which is to appear at a later date. It 
consists of an introduction, which discusses very briefly the aesthetics of 
pottery and porcelain, ‘Technique and Materials’ and ‘Styles and Motives of 
Decoration’; and of twenty-four coloured and 192 monochrome plates, 
preceded by descriptive lists giving details of the collections in which the 
illustrated pieces are preserved, and followed by an index. 

Although not usually included in the ordinary collector’s range of interests, 
Greek pottery may be briefly mentioned, although no attempt has been made 
at a bibliography of this specialized subject. In Greek Pottery (1948, Faber & 
Faber, 21s.), however, Arthur Lane has given us the first English book 
devoted to a general treatment of the subject. After an account of the only 
recently fully-understood technique of Greek pottery, he proceeds to a 
discussion of uses, shapes and ornaments. More than half the text, however, 
is devoted to a running commentary on the hundred plates, a necessary pro- 
cedure in a monograph whose limitations of size preclude a full treatment. 
Amongst the more specialized books published during the past ten years may 
be mentioned J. D. Beazley’s Attic Red-figured Vase-painters (1942, Oxford 
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University Press, 63s.) and Etruscan Vase-painting (1947, Oxford University 
Press, 845.). 

Turning to Medieval, Renaissance and later European pottery, we have the J 
Victoria and Albert Museum Catalogue of Italian Maiolica by Bernard 
Rackham, published under the authority of the Board of Education (1940, 
Vol. I (Text) 12s.6d. or (in cloth) 14s.6d.; Vol. II (Plates) 16s. or (in cloth) 
18s.6d.). This work, of almost 500 text-pages and 222 plates, is designed to ‘ 
supplement the earlier Guide to the Italian Maiolica by the same author, also f : 
published under the authority of the Board of Education (1933, 5s. or (in | 
cloth) 6s.6d.). Ranging from the earliest fifteenth-century wares of uncertain | 
origin to the eighteenth-century maiolica made under the influence of | 
porcelain, this catalogue raisonné of one of the most important collections in 
the world forms in effect a comprehensive account of the whole subject. | 
Included in it are sections on the sgraffiato wares of the fifteenth to eighteenth 
centuries and the wares with manganese-brown glaze. The spread of the J 
maiolica technique to France is described by Arthur Lane in French Faience 
(1948, Faber & Faber, 21s.). After a brief technical and historical introduction, 
the Renaissance and Baroque wares of Rouen, Nimes, Lyons, and Nevers are 
discussed; there follows a brief section on ‘Faience as a Fine Art’, forming the 
preface to an account of the eighteenth-century factories at Rouen, Moustiers, 
Marseilles, Strasburg, Niderviller, etc. 

The year 1946 saw a second edition of W. B. Honey’s Dresden China ; 
(A. & C. Black, 30s.), the only book in English devoted exclusively to the 
subject. An introduction on the artistic and social background is followed by 
a history of the factory and its products from the invention of hard-paste 
porcelain in 1709 up to modern times; there is a chapter on the decoration 
done on Meissen wares outside the factory (‘Hausmalerei’) and another of 
thirteen pages on the marks used. The same author’s German Porcelain (1947, 
Faber & Faber, 21s.), after a section tracing the gradual spread of the porce- 








lain secret from factory to factory in Germany, devotes a few pages to the 
social and artistic background, and then proceeds to a short discussion of each 
of the major German factories and the ‘Hausmaler’. There is a short section 


on marks, and a bibliography for each of the factories. ' 


ENGLISH POTTERY AND PORCELAIN ' 


Of recent books on this subject by far the most comprehensive is W. B. 
Honey's English Pottery and Porcelain (3rd edition 1947, A. & C. Black, 
12s.6d.). Divided into three parts, it covers the whole field from the thir- 
teenth century up to modern times. The first part deals with Medieval and 
early Renaissance pottery and the peasant potteries of the seventeenth century; 
English delftwares and stonewares; and the history of the Staffordshire 
potteries from Astbury to Wedgwood and his contemporaries. The second 
part covers the English porcelain of the eighteenth century, with a chapter 
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devoted to each factory or group of factories. The third part deals with 
nineteenth-century pottery and porcelain, and there is a supplementary 
section on Collecting. English Pottery and China by Cecilia Sempill (1944, 
Collins, Britain in Pictures series, 5s.) ranges, necessarily somewhat cursorily, 
from the medieval and later peasant wares, via delftwares and stonewares, to 
the rise of Staffordshire and the emergence of Wedgwood; a short section on 
eighteenth-century porcelain is followed by a discussion of the nineteenth 
century and of modern trends. The English Ceramic Circle’s Coming-of-Age 
Exhibition of English Pottery and Porcelain, held at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, produced a brief descriptive Catalogue. This is now followed by a 
fuller Commemorative Catalogue illustrating every piece exhibited (1949, 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 126s.). From the Transactions of the E.C.C. over 
the past ten years, the following articles may be mentioned—W. W. 
Winkworth, ‘The Trend in English Ceramics’ (No. 6); Wallace Elliot, 
‘Reproductions and Fakes of English Eighteenth Century Ceramics’ (No. 7); 
Bernard Rackham, ‘The Virtues of English Pottery’ (No. 7); F. H. Garner, 
‘London Pottery Sites’ (No. 9); Aubrey J. Toppin, ‘ Battersea; Ceramic and 
Kindred Associations’ (No. 9); W. B. Honey, ‘Fallacies and Mistaken 
Attributions in English Ceramic Studies’ (No. 10); Bernard Rackham, 
‘Caricature in English Pottery’ (No. 10). 

The most recent standard work on the general history of English pottery 
is English Pottery: its Development from Early Times to the End of the Eighteenth 
Century by Bernard Rackham and Herbert Read (1924, Benn, 126s.). As the 
title implies, this book deals with all English pottery techniques from 
medieval times until the end of the eighteenth century. 

Medieval English Pottery by Bernard Rackham (1948, Faber & Faber, 21s.), 
though not neglecting the archaeological aspect of this somewhat specialized 
study, devotes considerable attention to the proper appreciation of the 
aesthetic merits of medieval pottery. A purely archaeological treatment of 
the subject of London’s medieval pottery may be found on pp. 210-53 of 
the Medieval Catalogue of the London Museum, Lancaster House, St. James’s 
(1940, 2s.6d. or (bound) 3s.). This section is by G. C. Dunning, who also 
contributed ‘Notes on Cheam Pottery’ to No. 9 of Transactions of the E.C.C. 
No. 6 of the same Transactions contains an article on ‘Early Tudor Pottery’ 
by Bernard Rackham. 

The spread and development of the maiolica technique in England is the 
subject of English Delfiware by F. H. Garner (1948, Faber & Faber, 21s.). The 
same author also contributed an article ‘Lambeth, Bristol or Liverpool’ to 
No. 10 of the Transactions of the E.C.C., and from the same source come 
articles by H. W. Maxwell on ‘Recent Excavations in Bristol’ (No. 7) and by 
W. B. Honey on ‘Limerick Delftware’ (No. 8). 

No book has been published on English stoneware during the past ten 
years, but the following articles have appeared in the Transactions of the 
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E.C.C.—‘Some Notes on English Salt-glaze Brown Stoneware’ by John 
Drinkwater (No. 6); ‘Further Notes on John Dwight’ and ‘Aaron Mutchel 
and Mr. Edwards of Monmouth’ by Mrs. Arundell Esdaile (No. 6); ‘A Dated 
Staffordshire Mug in the National Museum of Wales’ by Bernard Rackham 
(No. 8). 

The later history of the Staffordshire Potteries is epitomized in that of i 
leading factory. Wedgwood Ware by W. B. Honey (1948, Faber & Faber, 
21s.) traces the emergence from the common Staffordshire modes of the styles | 
created by Josiah Wedgwood, and follows the fortunes of the factory down 
to modern times. There is a short section on marks. Underglaze Colour Picture } 
Prints on Staffordshire Pottery: The Centenary Pot Lid Book by Harold George | 
Clarke (1949, Courier Press, 63s.), after chapters on the processes and history 
of underglaze colour-printing, the potters who employed it and the sources 
of the designs used, provides a detailed catalogue of 498 known patterns. 

The Pottery and Porcelain of Swansea and Nantgarw by E. Morton Nance 
(1942, Batsford, 147s.) is a monumental work which gathers together and 
examines all the known evidence relating to the manufacture of pottery at 
Swansea from 1764 onwards. 

The standard work on English porcelain of the collector’s period is Old 
English Porcelain by W. B. Honey (new edition 1948, Faber & Faber, 25s.), 
This comprehensive book deals succinctly with the history and products of 
each of the factories which worked in the eighteenth or early nineteenth 
century. There is an appendix on marks. English Blue-and-White Porcelain of 
the Eighteenth Century by Stanley W. Fisher (1947, Batsford, 42s.), deals with 
the blue-and-white wares of all the main eighteenth-century factories, and 
includes a section of nine pages on marks. Two articles dealing with general 
aspects of English porcelain have appeared in the Transactions of the E.C.C. 
—‘The Relations between English and Continental Porcelain’ by W. B. 
Honey (No. 7) and ‘The Origins of some Ceramic Designs’ by Aubrey J. 
Toppin (No. 10). 

Additions have been made in the past ten years to our knowledge about 
certain individual porcelain factories. Chelsea Porcelain: the Triangle and Raised 
Anchor Wares by F. Severne Mackenna (1949, F. Lewis (Leigh-on-Sea), 
84s.), after an account of the early history of the factory and detailed chapters 
on the various classes of wares made, discusses the artists and workmen and 
the physical material of the porcelain itself, with additional chapters on 
“Reproductions and Fakes’, “The Marks’ and ‘Bibliographical Notes’. A 
number of articles in the Transactions of the E.C.C. have been devoted to 
Chelsea, notably—‘Sir Hans Sloane’s Chelsea Porcelain Heirlooms’ and 
*Silvershape in Chelsea Porcelain’ by Dr. H. Bellamy Gardner (No. 6); 
‘Further History of the Chelsea Porcelain Manufactory’ by the same writer 
(No. 8); ‘Early Chelsea Figures’ by W. A. H. King (No. 8); ‘Girl in a Swing 
Figures’ by O. Glendenning (No. 8); ‘Excavations at 9 Church Street, 
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Chelsea’ by Dr. H. Bellamy Gardner (No. 9). From the same Transactions 
come two articles on the Worcester factory—‘John Wall and the Worcester 
Porcelain Company’ by C. W. Dyson Perrins (No. 8) and ‘Armorial 
Worcester of the First Period’ by H. R. Marshall (No. 9). Plymouth and 
Bristol have been discussed in two books by F. Severne Mackenna, Cook- 
worthy’s Plymouth and Bristol Porcelain and Champion's Bristol Porcelain (1947, 
F. Lewis (Leigh-on-Sea), 1oss. each). An article by the same author in 
Transactions of the E.C.C. deals with “The Artistic Content of Cookworthy’s 
and Champion’s Porcelain’ (No. 9). The manufacture of porcelain in South 
Wales is dealt with in E. Morton Nance’s monumental The Pottery and 
Porcelain of Swansea and Nantgarw (details above), which treats exhaustively 
the subject of Billingsley’s work in those two centres and their fate after his 
departure to Coalport. To the wares of the Staffordshire factory of Spode at 
Stoke-on-Trent is devoted a book by Sidney B. Williams, Antique Blue-and- 
White Spode (1943, Batsford, 31s.6d.), which traces in detail the history of 
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century blue-and-white patterns. 
New Hall Porcelain by G. E. Stringer (1949, Art Trade Press, 42s.), although 
dealing in the main with the history of the company which owned this 
Staffordshire manufacture, contains one chapter on the wares produced 
there. 

Individual artists are not overlooked. C. Cook’s The Life and Work of 
Robert Hancock (1948, Chapman & Hall, 42s.) is an exhaustive account, based 
on first-hand evidence, of the engraver-designer’s life and connections with 
Battersea, Bow and Worcester. There is an appendix containing 120 illus- 
trated items of Hancock’s work, with a commentary. Articles in the Transac- 
tions of the E.C.C. deal with other artists—‘Thomas Hughes, Enameller, of 
Clerkenwell’ by W. H. Tapp (No. 6) and ‘Richard Powle, Lowestoft 
Painter’ by A. J. B. Kiddell (No. 7). 


NEAR EASTERN POTTERY 


Early Islamic Pottery by Arthur Lane (1947, Faber & Faber, 21s.) deals with 
the wares of Mesopotamia, Egypt and Persia up to the thirteenth century. 
Two articles in the Transactions of the O.C.S. should be mentioned—‘ Sultana- 
bad’ by Gerald Reitlinger and “A Master-Potter of Kashan’ by Dr. Mehmed 
Bahrami (both in Vol. 20, 1944-5). 


FAR EASTERN POTTERY AND PORCELAIN 


The only recent book dealing with all aspects of this subject is The Ceramic 

Art of China and Other Countries of the Far East by W. B. Honey (1945, Faber & 

Faber, 63s.). This comprehensive work deals with the Chinese pottery and 

porcelain of all periods, together with the ceramic wares of Indo-China, 

Corea and Japan. There are appendices on Chinese names, Marks, Patterns and 

Subjects used in the decoration of Chinese porcelain, and Forgeries and 
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Copies. In 1948 appeared a third edition of the British Museum Handbook of 
the Pottery and Porcelain of the Far East in the Department of Oriental Antiquities 
by R. L. Hobson (1948, printed by Order of the Trustees, 6s.). This edition 
is substantially the same as the second, with the omission of the references to 
locations in the Museum galleries, now out of date. The book is in effect a 
review, by one of the greatest authorities, of the whole subject of Far Eastern 
ceramics from the earliest to the latest times, illustrated by specimens from 
one of the richest collections in the world. There is a short section on marks, 
From the O.C.S. comes an illustrated catalogue of Chinese Ceramic Figures 
(1948, 7s.6d.), and from the Transactions of the same society a number of 
articles of general interest—‘ Chinese Ceramics, a Retrospect’ by R. L. Hobson 
(Vol. 16, 1938-9); “The Influence of Near Eastern Metalwork on Chinese 
Ceramics’ by Basil Gray (Vol. 18, 1940-1); ‘Italian Maiolica and China’ by 
Bernard Rackham (Vol. 19, 1942-3). 

Chinese porcelain is the subject of three illustrated catalogues issued by the 
O.C.S.—Ming Blue-and-White Porcelain, Celadon Wares, and Monochrome 
Porcelain of the Ming and Manchu Dynasties (1948, O.C.S., 7s.6d. each). From 
the Transactions of the same society come a number of articles on the same 
subject—‘An Excursion to Ching-té-Chén and Chi-an-fu in Kiangsi’ by 
A. D. Brankston (Vol. 16, 1938-9); ‘Té-Hua Ware’ by Major-General Sir 
Neill Malcolm (Vol. 17, 1939-40); ‘Chinese Porcelain in the Lands of 
Islam’ by Professor Paul Kahle (Vol. 18, 1940-1); ‘Second Thoughts on the 
Dating of Early Ming Porcelains’ by Edgar E. Bluett (Vol. 19, 1942-3); 
“Some Remarks on pre-Ming and Early Fifteenth-Century Blue and White 
Chinese Porcelains’ by Peter Boode; ‘Note on a Blue and White Vase from 
the Tomb of the Emperor Hsiian Té’ by A. J. B. Kiddell and “Numbered 
Chiin Ware’ by George J. Lee (Vol. 21, 1945-6). 

A small literature has appeared on the ceramic wares of the countries of the 
Far East other than China. Corean Pottery by W. B. Honey (1947, Faber & 
Faber, 21s.) deals with the wares of this individual province from the Silla 
dynasty (57 B.C.—A.D. 936) to relatively modern times, and an article ‘Corean 
Wares of the Yi Dynasty’ by the same authority appeared in Vol. 20 (1944-5) 
of Transactions of the O.C.S. From the same source come ‘The Ceramic 
Wares of Siam’ by Dr. Reginald Le May (Vol. 20, 1944-5) and ‘The Wares 
of Kutani’ by Soame Jenyns (Vol. 21, 1945-6). 


GLASS 


Two comprehensive books on the general history of glass have appeared of 
recent years. The Victoria and Albert Museum Glass: a Handbook . . . and a 
Guide to the Museum Collection by W. B. Honey, published under the 


authority of the Ministry of Education (1946, 7s.6d. or (in cloth) 1os.), ranges | 
from Ancient Egypt to modern Europe and America, and although speci- | 
fically discussing the Museum collections, forms nevertheless a comprehensive 
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history of the subject. Glass Through the Ages by E. Barrington Haynes (1948, 
Penguin Books, 2s.) deals more summarily with the general history of glass 
from classical times up to the end of the eighteenth century, and then, in a 
longer second part, treats in greater detail the English glasses of the eighteenth 
century. Glass in Antiquity by Frederic Neuburg (1949, Art Trade Press, 30s.) 
deals with the history of glass from its invention until the Dark Ages, with 
particular emphasis on the Jewish contribution to the art, both in Palestine 
and elsewhere. It is illustrated by thirty-two collotype plates of pieces in 
public and private collections mainly in Britain and America. 

On the more restricted theme of English glass there have appeared one 
reprint and one new book. The second edition of W. A. Thorpe’s English 
Glass (1949, A. & C. Black, 15s.) is substantially the same as the first, with a 
few additions, and must be considered the most complete one-volume work 
of small format on the subject. It ranges from the North European glass-style 
of Roman times up to the present day, and has a good bibliography, a list of 
the principal English museums where glass may be seen, and a Note for 
Private Collectors. A slighter book on the same subject is W. B. Honey’s 
English Glass (1946, Collins, Britain in Pictures series, 5s.) which, after intro- 
ductory sections on ‘The Origin and Nature of Glass’ and ‘The Technique of 
Glass-Making’, gives a brief history of glass-making in England from Roman 
to modern times. The specialized and little-known subject of Chinese glass 
has been discussed in two papers published in the Transactions of the O.C.S.— 
‘Chinese Glass’ by W. B. Honey (Vol. 17, 1939-40) and “Early Chinese 
Glass’ by Professor C. G. Seligman (Vol. 18, 1940-1). 


VALUES 


The values of pottery, porcelain and glass over a number of years may be 
followed in Art Prices Current, which has fully-indexed sections on Ceramics 
and Glass. Publication goes back to 1907, but some volumes are out of print. 
The most recent covers the years 1946-7 (1949, Art Trade Press, 147s.). 


Mr. R. J. Charleston is Assistant Keeper in the Department of Ceramics at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, London. 
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